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At the end of my first
year of retirement from
the University at Albany, I
was thrilled to receive the
Robert and Helen Lynd
Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Community and Urban Sociology
Section of the American
Sociological Association.
As I examined the list of
others who had won it, I
was humbled and extremely grateful to my
nominator and to the
committee who chose
me. Winning this award,
along with retirement, has
given me the perfect opportunity to reflect on my
career as an urban sociologist. And as I’m sure
others would agree, urban sociology is a particularly rewarding field as
you are able to investi-

gate “real” problems that
affect “real” people. (Of
course my demographic
training led me to do this
from a data perspective,
not one of actual on-theground engagement in
the urban landscape. But
be that as it may.)
For me, urban sociology gave me the opportunity to not only do research on cities, but to
work with great people
and great scholars.
(Unfortunately I will only
be able to name some of
them, lest my entire
newsletter contribution
become a list of names.)
At the top of the list is
Doug Massey, with whom
I first began to work literally as soon as I turned in
my dissertation. My six
years of continuous work
with him, three at the University of Pennsylvania
and three at the Universi-

Nancy Denton, 2018 Lynd Award Recipient.

ty of Chicago, enabled
me to have a protracted
period of research with no
teaching or administrative
duties, a privilege that
most people never have.
Out of these years came
many articles and American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the
Underclass, which is now
recognized as one of the
classic texts in the discipline. As we investigated
Lynd Award, p. 8

Chair’s Message
Rachel Dwyer, Ohio State University

Autumn 2018 has
brought sobering reminders of the power of community, for good, but also
for terror, for bringing
people together, but also
for erecting walls. In the

worst cases, communities
of hate encourage the
vile impulses of oppressing and excluding any
defined as “other”, even
to the point of mass violence. Communities of

hate all too often get
goaded on and strengthened by powerful and
cynical interests in the
service of their own pedestrian wills toward
Chair, p. 2
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Chair’s Message
greed and power. At the
same time, our highest
hopes of social inclusion
and human flourishing
arise out of strong and
diverse communities that
foster openness, connection, learning, and tolerance.
I thus take enormous
solace in the community
of scholars within our
section and to the global
community of scholars
with which we are connected, all working to understand social life in all
its richness and complexity. In our research,
teaching, and service we
each give a large portion
of our time and talents to
the great human project
of finding things out about
our world and attempting
to the best of our ability to
take actions on the basis
of data and empirically
tested theory rather than
being driven by ideology
and prejudice.
Indeed, this is a time
when the value of the
work of our Section is
and should be perhaps
as publically visible as it
has been at any time
over the past several
decades. The largest political and economic debates in US society and
beyond seem to have
rediscovered the significance of spatial inequality
in social life. Political realignments in the US and
Europe have prompted
detailed analyses of the
diverging fortunes of different places through
long-running, but ever
challenging processes of
uneven development.
Growing nationalism and
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the continuing scourge of
racism result in reflections on on-going racial
segregation, oppression,
and the varying trajectories of diversity across
the United States and
other places. Inequalities
between nations continue
to prompt mass migrations, social conflict, and
exchanges of ideas, cultures, and relationships.
The evidence of the uneven impacts of climate
change are ever on the
front page as we mourn
the victims and worry
over the survivors of the
California fires, intensifying hurricanes including
Florence, and many other
disasters worldwide, each
devastating to those closest to the center of the
effects, but also a warning and worry even to
those far away.
Our section members
are among the victims
and impacted and we are
connected to so many
worldwide affected and
thus these events are
deeply personal as well
as challenging to our understanding of the social
world. Many of the solutions to the social problems associated with spatial disparities require
understanding communities, including what divides us and what unites.
Section activities focus
on supporting the work of
our members. We are
also excited to advance a
number of initiatives to
better disseminate our
scholarship so that it may
achieve broader impacts.
It’s a pleasure to have
this opportunity to de-

scribe the on-going work
to strengthen our Section
Community, including
through our planning for
our time to come together
at the 2019 ASA conference in New York City.
Renew your membership, gift student memberships, and encourage
colleagues to join for
2019. Our membership
committee has been
highly successful in keeping us over 600 members
in 2018 and we have set
a goal of reaching 619 in
2019 before the annual
meeting. We thank section members who have
sponsored student memberships in the past. We
would like to encourage
any members interested
in sponsoring students to
do so at the same time
they renew their own
membership so that students will enjoy the full
year of Section benefits
in 2019. Please see page
three of the newsletter
and here on our website
for more information on
joining, renewing, and
gifting memberships.
We’re excited to have
a new website and twitter
feed, as well as to partner
with City & Community in
efforts to make the journal more visible and impactful. Look for announcements in the coming months for enhancing
our website and section
connections. Albert Fu is
our website editor for
both the comurb.org site
and for the ASA website,
and Rahim Kurwa is contributing to design and
content. We are working
on compiling our section

archives as well as developing new content.
We welcome additions.
We’re delighted that
our section will host a
preconference in 2019.
A team of urban and
community scholars at
NYU, including especially Jacob Faber,
Gianpaolo Baiocchi, Kiara Douds, and Gerard
Torrats-Espinoza, have
been working on preparing for our section preconference in 2019. See
page 22 for the call for
papers. The conference
will be hosted at the New
York University Wagner
Graduate School for
Public Service.
I look forward to continuing to work with all of
you this year and into
the future.
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Editor’s Note
William Holt, Birmingham-Southern College

The CUSS Newsletter
starts its 32nd year, with
Three new assistant editors: Elizabeth KorverGlenn, assistant professor at the University of
New Mexico; Kyle Galindez, a graduate student
at the University of California, Santa Cruz; and
Steven Schmidt, a graduate student at the University of California, Irvine.
They will be developing
new features and articles
for the CUSS Newsletter
for the 2018-19 editions.
Check out Kyle and Steven’s interviews with the
2018 ASA CUSS Award
recipients on pages 1217 as well as a Q & A
session with Deidre Oak-

ley, the new editor of City
& Community, on page 4.
Following a suggestion by Lily Hoffman when
she served as chair, the
CUSS Newsletter’s first
edition each year always
includes a feature on the
Lynd Lifetime Achievement Award recipient.
Please look at page 1 to
read Nancy Denton’s
reflection as the 2018
recipient.
Please see the 2019
CUSS Awards Call for
Nominations. Contact
information is on page 7
for each award which all
have a common April 2,
2019 deadline.
On page 10 you will
find Jerry Krase’s scenes

from his team taught
Graduate Visual Sociology Workshop with his visual studies students at
Jagiellonian University in
Krakow, Poland.
This edition includes
regular sections such as
New Books, New Publications, and New Dissertations. Look in the News &
Notes section for news
from other CUSS Members. The Announcements include calls for
two conferences as well
as the 2019 CUSS ASA
Pre-conference on page
22.
As always, please
contact me at wholt@
bsc.edu with ideas for
editions.

CUSS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
619 for 2019!
Calling all current and future members! We reached our goal of surpassing the
600 mark in time for ASA 2019, where we’ll be allocated four sessions. Having four
sessions during the ASA allows us even more chances to showcase the important
work that our section members are doing. However, our work is not done. Current
membership expires 12/31/2018. We encourage everyone to renew their membership, and encourage colleagues to join CUSS, early in 2019 to be able to enjoy all
the benefits of membership throughout the year and particularly at ASA 2019 next
August. Renewing or joining our section means you can be a part of our mentoring
program, get a subscription to City & Community, connect with scholars doing similar work, volunteer with the section and more! See all the benefits of membership,
how to join the section and how to sponsor a student at our newly redesigned website: https://comurb.org/become-a-member/

The 2019
ASA
Annual Meetings
will be held
August 10-13
in New York City
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Q&A with City & Community editor,
New CUSS Newsletter
Assistant Editor, Kyle
Galindez, University of
California, Santa Cruz,
interviewed Deirdre Oakley about her new role
as City & Community
editor.

“I hope to further
contribute to these
goals by increasing
the online presence
of the journal
through the
development of a
parallel website
called Digital Cities
and Communities,
diversifying and
expanding the
editorial board, and
organizing the
journal issue
content in a loosely
thematic form. “
-Deirdre Oakley

1. What motivated you to
pursue the C&C editorship?
Not many people
know this, but I started
my career in magazine
publishing right out of
college – moving to New
York City from Brunswick, Maine. I worked
for Vanity Fair and Fortune before I went to
graduate school. While
academic peer-review
journals clearly have
different audiences and
expectations, as well as
typically non-glossy and
four-color (except for
Contexts), I’ve always
been interested in eventually becoming an editor
in the academic world.
City & Community is also
near and dear to my
heart because the journal was launched while I
was in graduate school
and the first article coming from my dissertation
was published in C&C. I
have been a loyal reader
and reviewer since its
inception. When the call
went out for a new editor
in 2017 I thought about
applying, was on the
fence for a while because it’s an enormous
responsibility to take on,
and I was in the middle
of writing a NSF grant
(ultimately not funded). I
finally decided that it’s
now or never. My ra-

tionale: I’m a full professor so I don’t have to
worry about promotion
(because trust me, being
editor has slowed down
my productivity significantly); it would be a
great opportunity for
some of my grad and
undergraduate students;
and an opportunity to
make a different kind of
contribution to my field.
In short, my inner-self
concluded I should go
for it (and so did my husband).
2. Can you describe your
vision for C&C?
I think the fundamentals of my vision are consistent with the past editors. This includes publishing high quality and
ground-breaking urban
and community research, moving up the
journal rankings, increasing our international audience and submissions etc. I hope to further contribute to these
goals by increasing the
online presence of the
journal through the development of a parallel
website called Digital
Cities and Communities,
diversifying and expanding the editorial board,
and organizing the journal issue content in a
loosely thematic form.
One of the challenges
(and good news), however, it that submissions
have increased significantly over the past
three years. Therefore, I
have requested a permanent increase in the
print page limit per issue.
Wiley-Blackwell no long-

er charges for print pages, but a permanent increase must to be approved by the ASA Publication Committee (this
is in process).
I’m sure you’ve noticed that the issues
have become quite a bit
larger. We have a queue
of accepted articles
awaiting publication. The
challenge is that we do
not want authors having
a long wait time to see
their accepted article in
print, but we only have
four issues per year. Our
online publishing schedule is that only a selection of upcoming print
articles can be released
which have not been
assigned to a print issue.
Once the print issue gets
through production, all
the articles for this issue
are published online first.
So, expect half-inch thick
issues for the near future. The permanent
print page increase number once approved is not
so large.
3. What editorial changes have you made and
are there others you plan
to make?
The first change I
made, with the approval
of CUSS leadership (per
the Section By-Laws),
was to diversify and expand the editorial board,
which now includes (for
the first time) a scholar
from a Historical Black
College or University
(Dr. Barbara Combs
from Clark Atlanta). But
this diversification and
expansion was not only
about race, ethnicity and
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Deirdre Oakley
gender, but also about
the institutions represented by the board
members. I have attempted to obtain a better balance between
state and private universities, as well as maintain the inclusion of
scholars from liberal arts
colleges.
The second change I
have made was to the
cover design. The cover
had remained the same
since the journal’s inception, so I felt strongly that
it was time for a new
look. I’m certainly not
criticizing the current
cover, but a new cover
will hopefully bring additional attention to City &
Community. I am happy
to report that the new
cover has been approved by CUSS leadership and the ASA Executive Office. It will premiere with the March 2019
issue (not sneak peaks!).
I do hope everybody
likes it.
The third change I
have made was to include past editors on the
journal Masthead. I
thought it was important
to continue to
acknowledge all the important work the editors
before me have done to
bring the journal to the
stature is has today. I’ll
note here that our impact
factor is 1.087 for 2017.
This is the highest it has
ever been. Our rankings
in Sociology and Urban
Studies have also
moved up. This is all
because of the editors
before me.
The fourth change I

have made is to include
more graduate and undergraduate students on
the onsite editorial team
at Georgia State University. Some of these positions are being funded
through GSU. I’m looking for alternative
sources to sustain this
because it’s such a great
learning experience for
both grad and undergraduate students. One
of the highlights of becoming the editor of City
& Community for me has
been working with these
amazing students who
are crucial in keeping the
journal running smoothly. I’d like to
acknowledge the on-site
editorial team by name:
Zuri Murphy, Managing
Editor and a Ph.D student in Sociology; Clinton Boyd, Jr. and Sam
Howat, Graduate Editorial Fellows and Ph.D.
students in Sociology;
Breanna Harris, Daniel
Noukui and Chris Verghese Thomson, Undergraduate Editorial Assistants. Breanna and Daniel are graduating in December and want to pursue jobs in journalism.
We wish them luck and
will miss them!
There will be a few
more relatively minor
changes in terms of internal page layout and
the organization of articles for each issue but
nothing radical. One
thing we are doing is
updating the author
guidelines on the Wiley
C&C page for better clarity. This should be in
place by the end of
2018.

4. What kinds of article
submissions are you
hoping to attract for
C&C?
City & Community
has always received and
published great articles
on a wide variety of urban and community issues. There has also
been a nice balance in
terms of the methodologies utilized and theoretical frameworks. This
continues – albeit, at
much higher submission
rate. We are working on
attracting more articles
on the international front.
This has certainly increased over the past
seven years, but the
journal is lesser known
in international urban
scholarly circles. This
goal is certainly not going to usurp the great
articles being submitted
on the U.S. front. Therefore, I do not want anyone to worry about C&C
emphasizing international substance over U.S.
substance.
5. What can section
members look forward to
in the upcoming year?
Large issues for the
near future with groundbreaking articles, interesting upfront content
symposiums, reviews of
great books, the new
cover, and hopefully a
joint issue with another
important journal (still in
the approval stage at
this point so I cannot say
more!). Also we will
launch our Digital Cities
and Communities website.

I think the
fundamentals of my
vision are
consistent with the
past editors. This
includes publishing
high quality and
ground-breaking
urban and
community
research, moving
up the journal
rankings,
increasing our
international
audience and
submissions etc.
-Deirdre

Oakley
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News & Notes
●Several CUSS members received the Association of Public Policy
Analysis and Management (APPAM) 40 for 40
Fellowship. CUSS members receiving fellowships include: Prentiss
A. Dantzler, Colorado
College; Jacob Faber,
New York University; Michael Gaddis,
UCLA; Philip Garboden,
University of Hawaii at
Manoa; and Eva Rosen,
Georgetown University.
A full list of fellows is
available at the website:
http://www.appam.org/
meet-the-recipients-ofthe-40-for-40-fellowship/

The 2019
ASA
CUSS Awards
submission
deadline
Is April 2, 2019

●Jeni Cross, Sociology, and Deana Davalos,
Psychology, Colorado
State University, and
their research team received the inaugural
Emerging Community
Engagement Scholarship Award from the Office of Engagement and
the Office of the Provost.
The Emerging award
celebrates a new initiative that has shown potential for long-term impact, achievement and
scholarship. The
BSHARP program is a
community engagement
effort launched in 2015
that provides dyads
(persons with dementia
{PWD} and their caregivers), tickets to attend five
Fort Collins Symphony
Masterworks concerts
and social hours. The
study explores factors
such as the impact of the
program on cognition in
PWD, relationships with
caregivers, and the de-

gree to which participants feel supported by
the community. Our collaboration has led to emphasizing facets of the
concerts that participants
endorse having the
greatest impact (the appreciation of the Maestro’s recognition at the
concerts) and understanding the course of
change in the participants.
●Jerome Krase, Brooklyn College CUNY co-led
with Małgorzata Bogunia
-Borowska and Anna
Sarzyńska a Graduate
Visual Sociology Workshop, “Seeing Krakow
Change: 1997-2018,” at
the Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland
(May 7-10). Subsequently, during his Fulbright
Specialist Scholarship
Assignment in Prague,
at the Charles University
(May 11-25) he was honored to give the Ernest
Gellner Nationalism
Seminar, Sponsored by
the Czech Association
for Social Anthropology
and the Czech Sociological Society, in Cooperation with the Institute of
Sociological Studies of
the Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University. With his daughter
Kathryn Krase he published “Undermining
Governmental Legitimacy at the Grass Roots:
The Role of Failed
Promises and Inflated
Expectations of Community Accountability,” In
Legitimacy: Ethnographic and Theoretical Insights, edited by Italo

Pardo and Giuliana B.
Prato, PalgraveMacmillan, 2019: 16992. When he returned in
the Fall, he was elected
Vice-President, City University of New York’s
Academy of Humanities
and Sciences.
●Meghan M. O'Neil is
Social Science Research
Fellow with University of
Michigan Law School,
Postdoctoral Fellow Affiliate with Population
Studies Center at the
Institute for Social Research, and Faculty Expert at Poverty Solutions. O'Neil is coinvestigator on over $2.7
million in grants to conduct empirical legal research to increase access to justice for vulnerable Americans and better understand the economic barriers facing
people who interact with
the criminal justice system. She is the lead investigator for the State
of Michigan on a mixed
methods multi-state
study of fines and fees
assessed for parolees
on Community Corrections Fines and Fees
sponsored by the Laura
and John Arnold Foundation. O'Neil led a team
of students and won two
INNOVATE awards in a
public service pitch campaign for her study, Removing Barriers to Recovery: Community Partnering for Innovative
Solutions to the Opioid
Crisis while completing
her dissertation earlier
this year. O'Neil has obtained support from sev-
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2019 ASA CUSS Awards Call
en courts, two treatment
centers, and a techstartup to provide no
cost legal tools to 10,000
community members
seeking recovery from
addiction services over
the next year. Echoing
Desmond and Western
(2018), she acknowledges that poverty is multidimensional and is a matter of “justice,” not merely economics. Her scholarship relies upon empirical evidence to improve
our understanding of
American poverty and
help identify paths to
overcome the challenges
of achieving intergenerational mobility, especially
for minority families. Her
recent work is forthcoming in Law and Contemporary Problems and a
special issue
of Phylon sponsored by
the Russell Sage Foundation in honor of Martin
Luther King, Jr. and
WEB Du Bois.
●Diane M. Sicotte (P.I.),
Associate Professor of
Sociology, Drexel University, and Kelly A.
Joyce (co-P.I.), Professor of Sociology and the
Center for Science,
Technology and Society,
Drexel University, were
awarded $345,270 from
NSF through the Science, Technology, and
Society program for a
three-year project, titled
“Societal Aspects of Energy Infrastructure Expansion.”Through interviews, fieldwork and
content analysis, the
research team will examine the opinions of labor

union leaders and members on efforts to develop and expand gas infrastructure versus renewable energy sources. The
technical and scientific
expertise of unionized
workers will be studied in
order to understand how,
and if, such expertise
impacts technology design and use, or is used
in political claims-making
and policy formation.
●Michael Timberlake,
former CUSS secretary/
treasurer and past North
American editor of Urban
Studies, retired at the
end of June from the
University of
Utah. Though retired, he
is still working on three
projects: Chinese cities
in the world system of
cities (collaborative with
John Stevens and Xiulian Ma); urban transformation in Seoul in
global perspective (with
K. Shin), and race and
the persistent underdevelopment of the lower Mississippi Delta. Now living in Seattle,
he would enjoy meeting
other social scientists
doing related work living
in the area and hearing
about their research.
Mike can still be reached
at timber@soc.utah.edu.

The 2019 CUSS awards will be presented at the 2019
ASA Annual Meetings in New York this August. Nominations and materials should be sent to the appropriate committee chairs listed below by April 2, 2019.
• Robert and Helen Lynd Lifetime Achievement
Award
The Robert and Helen Lynd Lifetime Achievement
Award recognizes distinguished career achievement in
community and urban sociology.
Committee
-Kyle Crowder, Chair; University of Washington
kylecrow@uw.edu
-Katherine Curtis, University of Wisconsin-Madison
-Angelina Grigoryeva, University of Toronto
•The Robert E. Park Award
The Park Award (formerly the Park Book Award) goes
to the author(s) of the best book published in the past
two years (2017 and 2018). See www.comurb.org for
submission instructions.
Committee
-Maria Krysan, Chair; University of Illinois, Chicago
-Waverly Duck, University of Pittsburgh
-Peter Rosenblatt, Loyola University Chicago
-Mary Pattillo, Northwestern University
-Matthew Hall, University of Washington
•The Jane Addams Award
The Jane Addams Award (formerly the Park Article
Award) goes to authors of the best scholarly article in
community and urban sociology published in the past
two years (2017 or 2018).
Committee
-Jeffrey Timberlake, Chair; University of Cincinnati
timberjm@ucmail.uc.edu
-Hillary Angelo, UC Santa Cruz
-Ariela Schachter, Washington University in St. Louis
•CUSS Student Paper Award
The CUSS Student Paper Award goes to the student
author of the paper the award committee regards as
the best graduate student paper in community and
urban sociology.
Committee
-Robin Bartram, Chair; Tulane University
rbartram@tulane.edu
-Emily Yen, Trinity College
-Josh Pacewicz, Brown University
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urban sociology is
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rewarding field as
you are able to
investigate “real”
problems that affect
“real” people.”
-Nancy Denton
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hypothesis after hypothesis, the result was uniformly the same: blacks
were more segregated
than any other group,
followed by Hispanics
and then Asians. Differences among people and
locations that we expected to make a difference did: suburban areas were less segregated
than cities, the poor were
more segregated than the
rich, immigrants were
more segregated than
natives—the list went on
and on, but at the end of
the day, only the nuances
were different. The order
of the three groups remained the same. It was
impossible to ignore the
severe effects of very
high segregation on the
black population or hypersegregation as we
called it. These effects
persist until this day even
though the actual segregation scores are declining due to mainly demographic, and to a lesser
extent, residential changes.
As we were publishing
articles about segregation, and certainly once
American Apartheid was
out, renewed public interest in segregation enabled me to get to know
the Fair Housing Community. These were the
people at the front lines
so to speak, the ones
documenting and suing
those who were not in
compliance with the 1968
Fair Housing Law. What
some may not realize is
that there are many,
many Fair Housing
groups all across the U.S.

and they would appreciate your volunteering.
Speaking at many of their
local conferences enabled me to become better
acquainted with their
work, and I was extremely impressed by their dedication and service.
While those I met are too
numerous to mention by
name, I was able to visit
many different places as
a result – from Ossining,
NY to Grand Rapids, MI
to Portland, OR and
Worcester, MA. All these
cities gave me a deeper
on-the-ground appreciation of cities. Particularly
memorable were the big
Fair Housing Conferences HUD sponsored.
At the one in Dallas we
shared the hotel with a
Daughters of the American Revolution meeting
and had many interesting
conversations between
the all-white DAR group
and our mixed race
group. In Jackson, Mississippi the bus from the
hotel to the meeting site
had to take a round about
route to avoid giving us a
tour of a severely segregated area, not appropriate as we were celebrating Fair Housing. I also
met many lawyers interested in Fair Housing,
and their deep involvement was singularly impressive. Many conferences at the Institute on
Race and Poverty at the
University of Minnesota
Law School opened my
eyes to the importance of
opportunity as a measure
of neighborhood quality.
Another at the University
of Miami Law School was

particularly memorable
because my father was
able to attend and see
“what I did.” And last, in
1994 I won the “Hope for
People Award” from the
Hope Fair Housing Center in Wheaton, Illinois
that was run for over 40
years by Bernie Kleina.
You may not recognize
his name but if you have
ever visited the city of
Chicago Visitors Center,
it is his photographic images that introduce you
to the city. In short, my
involvement with Fair
Housing was an important part of my career
despite it not fitting into
the usual academic mold.
Once I arrived at the
University at Albany,
State University of New
York in 1990, my research focus shifted
slightly as I began to
write more about issues
of race and immigration
with some of my wonderful colleagues. With
Richard Alba and Glenn
Deane I published on
racial categories and the
implications of multiple
race choices, while with
Richard and Don Hernandez I investigated the
neighborhood conditions
of immigrant children.
Serving on the U.S. Census Bureau’s Advisory
Committee for six years
gave me the opportunity
to learn about how the
Bureau must balance the
competing desires of
groups who wanted the
race question changed
with researchers who
wanted to insure consistent categories to track
trends over time. In-
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creasing Hispanic and
Asian populations complicated their task, as did
the introduction of the
ability of respondents to
select multiple races. As I
write this, the issue of
whether or not the 2020
Census should ask about
immigration status is dividing the country as it
begins to move through
the courts. Though it is
nice to feel I spent my
career on important topics, I wish that it didn't
sometimes seem these
days like we were moving
backward.
A major highpoint of
my career was my role,
along with Barry Wellman
and Sharon Zukin, in the
establishment of City &
Community, the first section journal of the American Sociological Association. I must admit that I
was not initially sure
there really was a need
for the journal, but I am
very happy that time has
clearly proven me wrong.
I learned much from our
conversations about how
to establish a journal and
was privileged to be able
to argue in its favor as I
was an ASA Council
Member. Once Tony
Orum agreed to be the
journal’s first editor, he
joined Barry, Sharon and
me to negotiate with ASA
regarding the publisher,
the dues increase, and
numerous other details I
have long forgotten. (The
publisher negotiations
served me well a few
years later when I was
elected president of the
Eastern Sociological Society and Social Forum

changed publishers.) But
what I remember most is
how wonderful it was to
work with Barry, Sharon,
and Tony. We have kept
up our contact by having
dinner together at ASA
meetings. And now, as I
retire and receive this
award, I am very very
proud that one of my
Ph.D. students from UAlbany, Deirdre Oakley, is
now the editor at City &
Community.
Working with graduate
students at Albany was
one of the best parts of
my career. It is particularly nice to see where they
have gone in their own
careers and realize that I
played some small role in
their success. Whether
as academics or analysts
for state or federal government, every time I
hear from or about them,
it is clear that they are
making a difference in the
lives of others. I could
go on and on here about
various students, but let
me simply say that I find
it particularly fitting that
my last published paper
was written with a then
graduate student, Jeffrey
Napierala. It concerned
census racial categories
as measured at the tract
level, the same topic I
started to work on so intently in 1984 when I began working on segregation.
Last, a few comments
to members of CUSS,
especially those who are
at the beginning of their
careers. First, CUSS is a
great section and I urge
you to participate in it.
The abundant energy and

enthusiasm that I saw at
the CUSS business
meeting where I received
my award convinced me
that we have much to
look forward to in terms
of urban research. Second, in my view, it is a
wonderful time to be an
urban sociologist as the
future of urban sociology
looks very bright. Cities
still have many large
problems, but at the
same time many are revitalizing, so there are
abundant opportunities to
study. New data, such as
information on opportunity zones and health information, e.g. life expectancy, at the tract level, will
help researchers offer
new insights into how
people in cities live. And
the transformation of the
suburbs continues apace
as they now face what in
the past were considered
urban problems. In short,
I am most pleased to
have been a part of urban
sociology and I am sure it
will continue to thrive.
But retirement is also
wonderful and now I will
turn to other very important issues such as
“should I get a dog?” and
“what shall I name her?”

“The abundant
energy and
enthusiasm that I
saw at the CUSS
business meeting
where I received my
award convinced
me that we have
much to look
forward to in terms
of urban research.”
-Nancy Denton
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A Few Scenes from Krakow, Poland and Prague,

These are a few images captured during my teamtaught Graduate Visual Sociology Workshop ,
“Seeing Krakow Change: 1997-2018,” at the Jagiellonian University, and my Fullbright Specialist
Scholarship Assignment in Prague, at Charles University (May 11-25, 2018).

TOP LEFT: Jagiellonian University, Krakow, My Visual Workshop Students
TOP RIGHT: The Upscaling of
Krakow attracts Strange newcomers such as the caricatures
in front of Corleone Restaurant
BOTTOM RIGHT: Krakow’s
Kazimiersz Jewish Ghetto
Theme Park

Page 11

CUSS Newsletter

The Czech Republic

by Jerry Krase, CUNY Brooklyn College

TOP LEFT: Entrance to SAPA, Prague’s Large Vietnamese
Wholesale Market
BOTTOM LEFT: The Golem Bake Shop in Josefov,
TOP RIGHT: Workers Restoring Exquisite Art Nouveau Buildings
in Downtown Prague
All photos by Jerry Krase
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Interviews: 2018 ASA CUSS Award Recipients
2018 Park Book Award Recipients
Interviewers
Kyle Galindez
University of
California, Santa Cruz
Steven Schmidt
University of
California, Irvine
-Maria Krysan and Kyle
Crowder. 2017. Cycle
of Segregation: Social
Processes and Residential Stratification.
Russell Sage Foundation, New York.
What motivated you to
study this particular research topic?
For the last decade
or so, each of us— an
urban demographer
(Crowder) and a social
psychologist (Krysan)—
have been conducting
research related to issues of residential segregation. Over the years,
we began to have conversations—usually because we were presenting our work on the
same panels at ASA or
PAA—about what was
missing in the field. We
became frustrated by the
academic conversations
that seemed to be not so
much incorrect, but incomplete. Each of us
had also been working in
our communities (Seattle
and Chicago) with policymakers, agencies, non
-profits and others, making presentations and
working on research projects. Again, we felt as
though the scholarly evidence and debates did
not mesh well—and
were not always asking

the right questions—in a
way that resonated with
the experiences and insights from those who
were working ‘on the
ground’ trying to tackle
the causes and consequences of residential
segregation.
What theoretical debates
interest you the most,
and how do you see
your research contributing to them?
Our book is focused
on trying to re-frame the
conversation about the
causes of racial residential segregation, which
have been almost catatonically focused on theoretical arguments related to three forces: racial
residential preferences,
economics, and discrimination. Our central argument is that (1) these
three things do matter,
but they are not mutually
exclusive and in fact intersect with each other in
ways that are crucially
important to understand
if one wants to disrupt
the cycle of segregation;
and (2) there are also
other factors—social
networks, lived experiences, and the media—
which also impact how
you end up living where
you do. We hope our
book, and the theoretical
framework, will help to
open up new lines of
research and inquiry.
What surprises did you
find as you conducted
your fieldwork?

One of the things that
surprised us was the
shortage of research on
these basic social dynamics, and the process
we needed to go through
to assemble the pieces
of our argument. In putting together the book,
we cast a pretty wide net
in our effort to assemble
evidence related to social drivers of segregation – including quantitative analysis of largescale survey data (Panel
Study of Income Dynamics, American Housing
Survey, U.S. Census)
and analysis of in-depth
interviews. When we
first started batting
around ideas for the
book, we did not anticipate doing a mixedmethods study just to
develop the argument,
but we found that the
pieces really meshed
well together, with each
part of the analysis
providing a necessary
clue. So in this sense,
the development of the
project was a somewhat
surprising lesson in the
power of a multimethods approach.
What are some future
directions for this project?
Our research gathers
together insights and
patterns from a variety of
sources, both qualitative
and quantitative, to lay
out our argument. But
none are direct tests of
the larger framework.
Instead, we have essen-

tially assembled a good
deal of circumstantial
evidence for theoretical
arguments that still await
formal tests. In some
sense, our hope is that
our book provides a
roadmap for other researchers to use, because there are more
questions and hypotheses in our book than
there are answers and
evidence. We also hope
to use the framework to
help guide potential policy efforts designed to
break down the patterns
of segregation that
plague many of our cities.
-Iddo Tavory, 2016.
Summoned: Identification and Religious Life
in a Jewish Neighborhood. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2016.
What motivated you to
study this particular research topic?
Like many research
projects, Summoned
started by chance. I didn’t come to UCLA to
study Orthodox Jews. I
vaguely thought that given that I spoke Spanish
passably well and used
to work in construction in
Israel for a while, I might
study Latino construction
workers. Growing up in
Jerusalem for part of my
childhood, I lived across
the street from an Orthodox center, and never
felt overly curious about
their lives. Israel, at least
at the time, had a sharp
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distinction between secular and “ultra“ Orthodoxy.
What I did know,
however, was that I was
an ethnographer, and an
interactionist interested
in the structure of the
fleeting. And, when I
arrived to UCLA, Jack
Katz offered me a job as
a research assistant. He
was—and still is—
conducting a grand project on the Hollywood
area, and needed someone to interview people
in the Orthodox population. As a Jewish Hebrew speaker, I fit the
bill. I accepted mostly
because I wanted to
work with Jack. But once
I went to the neighborhood for services, I was
hooked. In many ways, it
was a replay of the experience of many secular Israelis in the United
States, where the barriers between ultraOrthodox and secular
dramatically fade. Hasidic people opened up to
me in a way I didn’t expect, seemingly content
in the heart of a secular
world, where I didn’t expect them. After a few
weeks I came back to
Katz and told him that I
wanted this to be my
dissertation field. I wasn’t sure what my question was yet, but something that I would later
term the “density of summoning” of communal
life was personally and
intellectually irresistible.
Katz urged me to think
on it a bit more, but I
stuck to it, and moved
into a backhouse in the

neighborhood the next
year.
What theoretical debates
interest you the most,
and how do you see
your research contributing to them?
At the time, I must
admit, I was not overly
interested in urban sociology. In a sense, I’m
still not. What I am obsessive about are the
patterns of social life—
the ways in which interactions, social worlds
and people’s deepest
identifications are mutually co-constitutive. This
remains what I am most
excited about, and
where I see my theoretical contribution. It is the
way that interaction and
experience are interwoven into patterns, how
institutions sustain (and
are also constructedfrom) these patterns,
and how people’s anticipations of these patterns
shape them. The specifically urban setting was
secondary.
The book, then, ended up being an urban
ethnography almost by
accident. At its heart, the
book is a theoretical tract
that ties interactionist
sociology with questions
that are usually located
in the sociology of culture—about how people
make meaning, and how
this meaning is patterned. The notion of
Summoning, which the
book develops, tries to
provide a new way of
conceptualizing this coconstitution; one that still
marks interaction as a

crucial locus for the construction of the social,
while taking into account
the patterned ways in
which people both anticipate and “bump into”
their social world.
And yet, the urban
kept coming up. It did so
in two ways. First, sociological ethnography used
to be, first and foremost,
urban ethnography—the
history of the Chicago
school is largely the history of study of urban
space and its denizens.
At least for Robert Park
and his students, the
foundational challenge
and opportunity of modernization is that of the
urban landscape. I thus
found myself reading
and re-reading Elliott
Liebow, Bill Kornblum,
Elijah Anderson, and
others. Some of my
sources of inspiration
were intimately urban.
And then, empirically,
the city kept cropping up.
It came up in the way
Orthodox people walked
through the streets, in
the history of Jewish Los
Angeles, in the way institutions were constructed
and sustained. As an
ethnographer, I became
engaged in the minutiae
of my interlocutors’ experience, and their experience—while obviously
religious—was also
deeply urban.
What surprises did you
find as you conducted
your fieldwork/study?
As a qualitative methodologist, I have come to
think that original theorization emerges from

empirical surprises,
something that Stefan
Timmermans and myself
continue to develop in a
long series of writings.
And, once again, many
of my surprises were
“urban surprises.” I was
surprised by the kind of
moral obstacle course
the city seemed to afford
its Orthodox residents; I
was surprised by the
density of organizations;
I was surprised by how
overlapping networks
operated, and how people managed to interactionally nip the nonJewish secular networks
of work so they didn’t
pollute the religious. And
while not all surprises
were urban surprises,
many were. And so, the
book ended up being, at
least in part, an urban
ethnography.
Where do you see your
work going in the future?
As I write this, I am
quite far from urban sociology. I am in the midst
of work on a series of
two books on the advertising industry in New
York—work that will occupy me (I hope) for
years to come. I have
thus moved to look at
the nexus of culture and
interaction in a new site,
where I find myself inundated by questions of
knowledge, of commercialization, of morality
and of the digital world.
Still, urban sociology has
become part of my sociological self. A bit like
the Orthodox community, I expect it to continue
summoning me for
years. to come.

Page 14

Vol ume 32 Num ber 1

Interviews: 2018 ASA CUSS Award Recipients
2018 Addams Article Award Recipient
-Hillary Angelo, "From
the City Lens Toward
Urbanisation as a Way
of Seeing: Country/City
Binaries on an Urbanising Planet." Urban
Studies. 54:1,158-178.
(January 1, 2017)
What motivated you to
study this particular research topic?
The motivation for my
broad research project—
nature in cities, or the
relationship between
urbanization and perceptions of nature in cities—
grew directly out of my
employment history prior
to graduate school. I
worked for the New York
City Department of
Parks and Recreation for
a number of years,
where I was fascinated
by people’s passionate/
obsessive love of parks
and green spaces, and
the question of why this
should be the case.
Though I did not intend
to make nature a topic of
my scholarship, those
questions were clearly
on my mind when I began doctoral research!
This particular paper
grew of out some explorations about the implications of arguments
about “planetary urbanization” (more on that
below) for social theory.
What theoretical debates
interest you the most,
and how do you see
your research contributing to them?
I am currently en-

gaged in two sets of debates (or at least two
growing areas of research) in interdisciplinary urban studies, one
about “planetary urbanization” and the other
about urban environmental politics and the
politics of nature in cities.
The first is an effort,
spearheaded by Neil
Brenner among others,
to shift the research object of urban studies
from its traditional focus
on cities as sites to include an expanded conception of urban processes of objects of
analysis.
The second is a variety of work being carried
out in the wake of broad
acknowledgement that
“nature” in all its forms,
is central to cities, and
thus urbanists must also
consider the natural,
ecological, and perceived-to-be-natural elements of urban environments in their research.
This includes work in
urban and environmental
sociology, as well as
urban studies and geography, on the politics of
parks and green public
spaces, urban agriculture, green gentrification,
and green urban branding.
I see my work as offering a distinctly sociological contribution to
both of these areas, in
that it brings disciplinary
insights from historical
sociology, environmental

sociology, the sociology
of knowledge and morality to bear in these interdisciplinary discussions.
For instance, “planetary
urbanization” has tended
to be more focused on
larger scale transformations of landscape
and political economy.
The article that received
the Jane Addams award
was part of my ongoing
effort to elaborate the
stakes and implications
of a “planetary” view of
urban processes for urban social analysis (and
here, specifically regarding perceptions of, and
theorizations of, people,
spaces, and things traditionally considered
“urban” or not-urban).
What surprises did you
find as you conducted
your fieldwork/study?
Well, the article is theoretical rather than empirical, but I was surprised
to find parallel subdisciplinary trends in
urban political ecology,
American urban sociology and postcolonial urban studies. When I
started writing it I was
most familiar with urban
political ecology, and
was most used to seeing
city/nature binaries invoked (reflexively or not)
in cases where the main
effort was to figure out
how to inscribe “nature”,
or the environment, into
self-consciously “urban”
analyses that may have
once restricted them-

selves to “social” aspects of the built environment.
But in the process of
developing the argument
I began reading more
widely and realized that
other urban subfields
were facing similar problems—for instance, work
on “amenity migrants” or
“rural gentrifiers”. It
seemed to me that we
were all turning somersaults trying to figure out
how to handle objects of
analysis that scrambled
categories long thought
of as relatively uncomplicated, unchanging, and
unproblematic, and dealing with questions like:
How would/should one
actually describe cosmopolitan people dramatically affecting spaces
outside of cities? How
would/should one actually work outside of city/
nature or other city/notcity binaries, even once
their limitations and
problems were acknowledged? I became quite
obsessed with the Journal of Peasant Studies,
some pieces from which
are cited in the article,
because the journal’s
whole reason for being
seemed to be called into
question by these
changes, and so many
articles were dealing
directly with these questions in their empirical
work.
Where do you see your
work going in the future?
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Lots of places! Right
now I am completing a
book manuscript on urban greening that offers
a historical and empirical
demonstration of some
of the arguments presented rather abstractly
in this article. Urban
greening is conventionally depicted as a reaction
against “the city,” and
classically the slums,
density, and public
health problems of the
industrial metropolis.
The book traces 150
years of greening in Germany’s Ruhr Valley—a
place where these conditions were absent—to
explore how and when

nature came to be perceived as a good in cities, and the impact these
understandings have
had on urban politics
and urban transformation.
I’m also currently
working on a collaborative project on contemporary urban sustainability planning that extends
the concerns motivating
the book project into the
present. David
Wachsmuth (McGill University) and I have just
published an article on
representations of nature
in urban sustainability
planning, and are completing a lengthy piece

and special issue on the
topic of “Why does everyone think cities can
save the planet?” that
examines the reasons
for, and political implications of, sustainability
planning’s urban turn.
Beyond these projects I have several in
exploratory stages… one
on infrastructure and
sociology, with Craig
Calhoun, that seems like
a departure from these
topics but really extends
my interest in how material forms we live with—
whether large-scale infrastructural systems or
representations of nature
like parks—literally

shape social life. Since
moving to California (and
buying a car) I have
been doing a lot of
“nature tourism” in national parks and the
American West, and
contemplating a project
on public lands. And I
am also involved in a
project with Eric
Klinenberg (New York
University) on the “social
life of climate change”
that seeks to characterize the social organization of climate change as
a public moral issue today.

2018 CUSS Student Paper Award Recipient
-Robin Bartram, Northwestern University,
"Going Easy and Going After: Building Inspections and the Selective Allocation of
Code Violations"
What motivated you to
study this particular research topic?
The project is a
mixed-methods analysis
of building inspections in
Chicago. I have long
been fascinated by the
conflation of buildings
and the people who live
within them, and the
stakes of making assumptions about people
based on where the live.
Building inspections offered a case of this process with implications for
urban inequality. Inspectors interpret buildings (and their inhabit-

ants) for a living, and
their interpretations
shape the landscape of
housing in cities: inspections can lead to court
cases, fines, evictions,
demolitions, as well as
improvements to substandard housing.
Early on in my fieldwork – which entailed
ride-alongs with inspectors, neighborhood ethnography, and courtroom observations – I
realized that inspectors
have a great deal of discretion. Yet, sociologists
know next to nothing
about how inspectors
decide what counts as a
building code violation,
for example, or which
buildings should be vacated or demolished. To
be sure, building inspectors have a bad reputation as corrupt or mind-

less bureaucrats who
cause headaches for all
concerned. And, in academic accounts, inspectors appear as pawns in
processes of uneven
urban development, gentrification, and urban
inequality. Yet, these
views of inspectors exist
with little empirical basis.
What theoretical debates
interest you the most,
and how do you see
your research contributing to them?
The main theoretical
aim of my project is to
advance the notion of
city workers as urban
intermediaries. Paying
more attention to these
powerful actors underscores their multiplicity
and heterogeneity within
city governments, which
sociologists often paint

as monolithic machines.
We talk about urban policies, plans, and practices, but it is these intermediaries who implement these policies, enforce regulations, and
make cities work. I provide a framework for
understanding the potential and limitations of
frontline actors to interrupt and contest the connections between everyday decisions and inequality.
I am also investing in
bridging a gap between
urban sociology and materiality studies. I draw
on both areas to demonstrate how the relationship between material
conditions and their production – in terms of effort and neglect – is
Student Award, p. 17
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Announcements
Cites as Sites and Drivers of Organizational
Action” at the European
Group of Organizational
Studies (EGOS) Colloquium 2019
We would like to invite
you to submit your current work to our subtheme on Cities as Sites
and Drivers of Organizational Action (#43) at the
EGOS Colloquium 2019,
which will be held in Edinburgh on July 4–6, 2019
(call for papers attached
and online).
The sub-theme welcomes submissions of
high-quality research on
cities as arenas of and
actors in organizing investigated from the perspectives of organization
studies, management,
sociology, geography,
and political science,
among others. While we
have a preference for
empirical, comparative
research that neither relegates cities to a passive
backdrop of organizational behavior, nor treats
organizations as a derivate of local communities
and markets, we are also
open to other investigations on cities as sites
and drivers of organizational action. This research will likely analyze
processes, such as
branding, collaborating,
competing, learning, participating, and coordinating across sectors.
More generally, we seek
to convene scholars who
study the interplay of organizations and cites,
which we broadly understand as place-based

networks of people and
organizations that share
cultural norms, material
resources, political regulation, and social structures.
The deadline for short
papers (3,000 words) is
January 14, 2019, and
you can find instructions
on how to submit to the
sub-theme at http://
egosnet.org/ in due
course. Please do not
hesitate to contact us if
you have any questions.
We look forward to
receiving your submissions and to engaging in
fruitful discussions on
cities and organizations
in Edinburgh. Sub-theme
convenors: Christof
Brandtner, Renate Meyer, and Silviya Svejenova
The German Science
Foundation (DFG) has
just funded a
new Collaborative Research Centre on
the “Re-Figuration of
Spaces” (CRC 1265) for
a first funding period of
four years (2018–2021).
The CRC aims at investigating the comprehensive processes of spatial
reorganisation caused by
digitalization, the intensifying transnationalisation
of the economy, radical
changes in the global
political geography, and
the increasing global circulation of people and
goods since the late
1960s. The CRC’s basic
assumption is that as a
result of the social transformations usually referred to as globalization,
the relationship between

people and spaces is
being renegotiated, rearranged and transformed
in complex ways. We
start from the programmatic assumption that
complementary to the
chronological acceleration of communicative
action also spatial processes of mediatisation,
polycontexturalisation
and translocalisation
play a central role in
these processes.
Concerning social
theory, the CRC “ReFiguration of Spaces”
combines Norbert Elias’
figurational sociology
with Martina Löw’s spatial theory and Hubert
Knoblauch’s theory on
the communicative construction of reality and is
thus intrinsically historical and comparative.
The overall architecture
and research design
aims at empirically analysing these spatial
transformation processes in order to contribute
to a better understanding
of current social conflicts
and uncertainties that
threaten to destabilise
societies. Research is
organised into three major project areas:
“Knowledge of Space”,
“Spaces of Communication” and “Circulation
and Order”, each of
which addresses different angles and aspects
of the key question how
the current re-figurations
unfold.
In order to achieve
this goal, multiple specialized fields such as
sociology, geography,
architecture, media and

communication studies,
the arts, and planning
cooperate which also
opens up excellent opportunities to develop
innovative methodologies in the study of
space, and joint research will hopefully help
to flesh out the profile of
future transdisciplinary
spatial research. By including architecture and
planning issues into the
analysis, the CRC hopes
to be able to advance
alternative models for
the development of public spaces.
The CRC’s Methods
Lab aims at advancing
spatial methods. The
Lab currently focusses
on mapping and visual
methods; de-colonizing
social science methodology; and methodology of
comparative historical
research.
Amongst other activities, the CRC organizes
an annual International
Conference each February. The CRC’s First
International Conference will address the
topic “Re-Figuration of
Spaces: Mediatization,
Mobility, Globalization
and Social Dislocation” (February 20th –
22nd, 2019). For further
details, please contact
CRC’s Academic Coordinator and Managing Director, Dr. Nina Elsemann (nina.elsemann
@tu-berlin.de).
There is also
a fellowship programme
for international guest
researchers which funds
travelling and accommodation costs. Due to the
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nature of the research
topic, we particularly
invite researchers from
Non-European countries
to consider to apply for a
fellowship. During their
stay, fellows are expected to work with at
least one of the CRC
members and to give a
workshop or lecture on a
topic relevant to the
CRC. Before application,
aspiring fellows should
contact the CRC’s Academic Coordinator and

Managing Director, Dr.
Nina Elsemann (Tel: +49
30 314 73787, nina.
elsemann@tu-berlin.de)
for details on the application process. It is also
recommended to contact
an suitable member of
the CRC (see http://
www.sfb1265.de/en/ for
an overview) in order to
discuss a possible collaboration and working
plan for the stay. In addition, please consider to
apply for a longer re-

search stay at the CRC
via other funding agencies (see https://
www.daad.de/
deutschland/stipendium/
datenbank/en/21148scholarshipdatabase/ for an overview).

Student Award, from p. 15
more important to inspectors than aesthetics
of (dis)orderliness or the
normative evaluations of
social (dis)order. Instead of disorder, inspectors assess buildings through a schema I
call malign neglect. This
schema contrasts with
the more common
phrase “benign neglect,”
and captures more intentionality than social disorder, where the creators of that disorder remain indiscernible. Inspectors infer malign
neglect through clues to
negligence, maintenance
out of proportion with
financial status, bad reputations of producers,
and issues related to
property owner disobedience and culpability.
Conversely, inspectors
laud homeowners who
keep up with maintenance despite not having
much money, who are
obedient or wrongly held
accountable for building-

related issues, and who
employ workers with
good reputations.
Paradoxically, however, inspectors’ actions
reproduce uneven landscapes of disorder.
Inspectors’ logic of malign neglect means that
they often force professional landlords to make
repairs and pay fines,
resulting in rent hikes
and allowing for upscaling and gentrification. In
contrast, they do not
insist that low-income
homeowners fix up their
unmaintained buildings,
meaning poorer neighborhoods remain dilapidated. Thus, through
the selective enforcement of code violations,
inspectors maintain disorder despite their alternative schemas. My
research illuminates
mechanisms that maintain disorder as well as a
process that challenges
the universality of perceptions of disorder.

What surprises did you
find as you conducted
your fieldwork?
Although this theme
cropped up very early on
my fieldwork, it took me
a long time to accept
that inspectors were trying to help out struggling
minority homeowners.
Existing literature would
suggest that inspections
would enact biased perceptions of disorder or
align with the growth
machine. But I found
that inspectors in Chicago categorize the city
according to the very
disparities that urban
policies produce; they go
easy on low- and moderate-income homeowners
by not levying fines and
not insisting they make
repairs. In contrast, inspectors go after professional landlords, wealthy
homeowners, and speculators by nitpicking and
dragging them through
red tape. I use quantitative analysis of building

violation data to show
that my qualitative findings are representative
of patterns across the
city and over time.
What are some future
directions for this project?
An article stemming
from this research is
forthcoming in City and
Community and I am
working on a book manuscript. My conclusions
about urban intermediaries and housing inequality also informed my new
project, which compares
disaster assistance in
post-Katrina New Orleans with financial subsides for everyday issues stemming from deferred maintenance in
Chicago. The project
investigates the effects
of state investment in
mundane structural repairs to existing housing
stock.
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NEW BOOKS
norms of their immigrant
families with the more
liberal ideals of the western societies that they
live in, and how they
deal with these issues
through mobilization and
political incorporation.

Growing Up Muslim in
Europe and the United
States. 2018. New
York: Routledge.
- Medhi Bozorgmehr, ed.
City University of New
York
-Philip Kasinitz, ed.
City University of New
York
This volume brings
together scholarship
from two different, and
until now, largely separate literatures—the
study of the children of
immigrants and the
study of Muslim minority
communities—in order to
explore the changing
nature of ethnic identity,
religious practice, and
citizenship in the contemporary western
world. With attention to
the similarities and differences between the European and American experiences of growing up
Muslim, the contributing
authors ask what it
means for young people
to be both Muslim and
American or European,
how they reconcile
these, at times, conflicting identities, how they
reconcile the religious
and gendered cultural

Handbook of Emerging
21st Century Cities.
2018. Northampton,
MA; Elgar.
-Kris Bezdecny, ed.
California State University, Los Angeles
-Kevin Archer
Central Washington University
The majority of the
world's population now
live in cities, nearly a
quarter of which boast
populations of one million or more. The rise of
globalisation has granted
cities unprecedented
significance, both politically and economically,
leading to benefits and
problems at national and
international levels. The
Handbook of Emerging
21st-Century Cities explores the changes that
are occurring in cities,
and the impacts that
they are having, at the

local, national and global
scale.
Bringing together
voices from around the
world, this Handbook
provides an interdisciplinary view of the changes
that are happening in
emerging cities, examining a range of topics
from both theoretical and
empirical perspectives.
With chapters covering
changes in urban economies, social dynamics,
and emerging technology this Handbook radically rethinks the dynamics of cities in the 21st
century, including those
in the global south.
The Handbook of
Emerging 21st-Century
Cities is an important
addition to the literature,
and is a useful resource
for students of geography, economics, sociology, anthropology and
urban planning. Its insights will also be of value for public administrators and urban planners,
and anyone else whose
work impacts on, or is
impacted by, cities.

Introduction to Cities:
How Place and Space
Shape Human Experience. 2018. 2nd ed.

Oxford: WileyBlackwell.
-Xiangming Chen
Trinity College and Fudan University
-Anthon M. Orum
University of IllinoisChicago
-Krista E. Paulsen
University of North Florida
The revised and updated second edition of
Introduction to Cities
explores why cities are
such a vital part of the
human experience and
how they shape our everyday lives. Written in
engaging and accessible
terms, Introduction to
Cities examines the
study of cities through
two central concepts:
that cities are places,
where people live, form
communities, and establish their own identities,
and that they are spaces, such as the inner city
and the suburb, that offer a way to configure
and shape the material
world and natural environment.
Introduction to Cities
covers the theory of cities from an historical
perspective right through
to the most recent theoretical developments.
The authors offer a balanced account of life in
cities and explore both
positive and negative
themes. In addition, the
text takes a global approach, with examples
ranging from Berlin and
Chicago to Shanghai
and Mumbai. The book
is extensively illustrated
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with updated maps,
charts, tables, and photographs.
This new edition also
includes a new section
on urban planning as
well as new chapters on
cities as contested spaces, exploring power and
politics in an urban context. It contains; information on the status of
poor and marginalized
groups and the impact of
neoliberal policies; material on gender and sexuality; and presents a
greater range of geographies with more attention
to European, Latin
American, and African
cities.

Legitimacy: Ethno
graphic and Theoretical Insights. 2019. New
York: Palgrave.
-Italo Pardo, ed.
- Giuliana B.Prato, ed.
Global in scope, this
original and thoughtprovoking collection applies new theory on legitimacy and legitimation to
urban life. An informed
reflection on this comparatively new topic in
anthropology in relation
to morality, action, law,

politics and governance
is both timely and innovative, especially as
worldwide discontent
among ordinary people
grows. The ethnographically-based analyses
offered here range from
banking to neighbourhoods, from poverty to
political action at the
grassroots. They recognize the growing gap
between the rulers and
the ruled with particular
attention to the morality
of what is right as opposed to what is legal.
This book is a unique
contribution to social
theory, fostering discussion across the many
boundaries of anthropological and sociological
studies.

The Urban World. 2018.
11th ed. New York: Oxford University Press.
-J. John Palen
Virginia Commonwealth
University
Textbooks are not
always reviewed, but
when a book remains
the most adopted urban
text for over four decades it suggests examining why the book retains
its wide acceptance.

Why has The Urban
World continued to provide generations of students their first exposure
to urban sociology and
urban studies? Perhaps
The Urban World has
been successful because, as the revised
and updated eleventh
version shows, it continues to expose students
to the evolving patterns
and structures of urban
life. The overall organization of the book has
remained constant, while
new editions devote attention to important developing urban spatial,
social, and political developments. For the
eleventh edition new
topics include: discussing how tech firms such
as Google and Apple are
responding to millennials’ preference for city
life by greatly expanding
their urban footprints, the
growing interest in Tiny
Houses, the urban impact of the Black Lives
Matter and the #MeToo
movements, the latest
data on changes in urban demographics, and
the consequences for
persons of color of the
Trump administration’s
actions such as revocation of The Dream Act.
There is also new
discussion of the impact
of hurricanes on Houston, Florida, and Puerto
Rico, the greening of
American cities, and the
worldwide explosion of
sharable bike plans. The
last is something the
author proposed in The
Urban World’s first edition with his “share-a-

bike” plan (Beijing now
has a record 2.4 million
sharable rental bikes).
The Urban World was
the first urban text to
include chapters on
world-wide changes, and
in the latest edition there
is discussion of major
international developments. These include:
India’s population being
likely to surpass that of
China within five years,
China’s moving some
250 million rural people
into newly built megacities by 2025, and the
oil-rich Persian Gulf
states building new mirage-like cutting–edge
cities where the desert
meets the gulf.
The Urban World has
been trusted by many
cohorts of instructors for
being academically comprehensive, balanced,
up-to-date, and being a
work where the students
actually do the assigned
readings. In the final paragraph of the new edition Palen says that he
remains optimistic regarding the urban future.
He says cities are now
livelier than they have
been in fifty years, attracting baby boomers,
millennials, and gen Z
residents. He notes that
predicting the future is
always problematical,
but what is certain is that
we live in what is clearly
now an urban world.
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NEW DISSERTATIONS
Portraits of Gentrification: When Neighborhood Change Becomes
News
-Zawadi Rucks-Ahidiana
University of California,
Berkeley
Committee
Claude Fischer
Margaret Weir
Sandra Smith
Carolina Reid
The term gentrification was coined in the
mid-1960s to describe
the process by which
neighborhoods changed
from predominately lowincome to middle-class.
While the term has expanded in usage in the
academy, we know little
about what gentrification
means in its every day
use. In this study, I investigate the representations of gentrification by
one cultural institution,
the media, to understand
the depictions that contribute to public opinions,
attitudes, and assumptions about what the
term means, who is affected, and what is driving the change. Using
data from 4 newspapers
published in Baltimore,
Maryland and San Francisco, California between
1990 and 2014, and
Census data, I found
that the news media replicates and reinforces
racial and class hierarchies in its representations of gentrification by
reflecting the patterns of
uneven (re)development
of the past and present,
and reinforcing stereo-

types of racial and class
groups. Gentrification
was frequently associated with poor and black
neighborhoods in articles
from both cities to describe new and state-led
development, which was
generally described positively by journalists and
their sources. In contrast, residential and
commercial changes
were most often categorized as gentrification for
working-class and white
ethnic neighborhoods in
Baltimore, and diverse
and Latino neighborhoods in San Francisco
and described negatively. These differences
reflect both the history
and current patterns of
(dis)investment by racial
and class demographics
in the cities and the influence of racial and classbased stereotypes on
the opinions of journalists and their sources.
Race, Ethnicity, and
the Great Recession: A
National Evaluation of
Mortgages and Subprime Lending, 20042010
-Meghan M. O'Neil
State University of New
York at Albany
Committee
Nancy A. Denton, chair
Scott J. South
Sam Friedman
Race-based mortgage practices have
been well documented,
but this analysis uncovers perhaps for the first
time, that neighborhood

racial ethnic change has
an influence on mortgage outcomes, above
and beyond direct applicant and static neighborhood minority population. Pre-and-post recession immigration patterns resulting in burgeoning Latino and
Asian populations
sparked an arena in
which lenders disproportionately withheld mortgage capital. To isolate
neighborhood racial
change as the causal
mechanism through
which race influences
mortgage outcomes,
multilevel models are
estimated that confirm
the causal effect of minority growth on mortgage outcomes within
neighborhoods. Mortgage outcomes in the
top 100 U.S. metropolitan areas are regressed
on measures of black,
Hispanic, and Asian
neighborhood population
growth while controlling
for market, household,
and neighborhood level
variables including
house price-to-income
ratios, average credit
scores, loan type and
terms, assimilation, and
socioeconomic status. In
efforts to provide more
robust evidence of discriminatory mortgage
patterns using this large
dataset and multilevel
modeling, mortgage outcomes are also regressed on applicant
race and neighborhood
racial composition. Evidence of Fair Housing
Act violations and disparate impact towards

minority home buyers
and minority neighborhoods was uncovered.
Results lend support for
spatial assimilation theories in explaining much
of the white/Asian gap
and Non-Hispanic white/
Hispanic gap. Notable
gaps remain between
blacks and whites that
are better explained by
the place stratification
model. Both before and
after the recession,
blacks were more likely
to receive subprime
mortgages and Asians
less likely. Women were
two percentage points
less likely to obtain their
mortgage relative to men
and significantly more
likely to be offered, and,
to accept subprime mortgage terms. Unequal
disbursement of mortgage capital by race and
gender is likely to perpetuate intergenerational
inequality and stagnate
mobility for low-income
Americans, especially
among black mortgage
applicants who are almost twice as likely to be
female relative to white,
Asian, and Hispanic
home buyers. The research concludes that
neighborhood racial
change and gender
ought to be added to the
debate on unequal access to mortgage credit.
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New Publications
●William Holt, Birmingham-Southern College,
published “Backpedaling
in Birmingham” in Metropolitques. https://
www.metropolitiques.eu/
spip.php?page=print&id
_article=1309
Despite the 2017
election of progressive,
black mayors in major
southern cities, citizens
who supported these
candidates learned
quickly that the new
mayoral agendas looked
very similar to the old
regimes’. In Birmingham,
Alabama the election of
Randall Woodfin resulted in city funds being
utilized for a new downtown stadium, grants to
build restaurants and
funds to assist a tech
private company to lure
talent to the city. However, local residents who
supported his progressive agenda to improve
neighborhoods and quality of life are wondering
what happened. When
Woodfin supported a
proposal for a $2.5 million, four block, bike trail
while local potholes are
being filled with red clay,
residents began to wonder he if was backpedaling in Birmingham.
●Kevin Loughran,
James R. Elliott, and S.
Wright Kennedy (Rice
University) published
“Urban Ecology in the
Time of Climate Change:
Houston, Flooding, and
the Case of Federal Buyouts” in Social Currents.
This study proposes

a shift in sociology’s approach to urban ecology.
Rather than foreground
the social ecologies that
captivated the Chicago
and Los Angeles
Schools, we join and
extend more recent efforts to engage environmental ecologies that
successively intersect
with those social ecologies over time. To
ground our approach, we
focus on areas of urban
flooding where federally
subsidized buyouts of
residential properties
have occurred over recent decades. Drawing
on data from Houston,
Texas, we locate where
these buyout zones have
emerged and how their
social ecologies have
changed in ways that
feed back to influence
the number of local buyouts that occur. Results
indicate that Houston’s
buyout zones have an
identifiable social ecology that has shifted over
time, primarily from white
to Hispanic workingclass settlement as the
city has grown and become more racially and
ethnically diverse. Results also show that the
extent to which this racial succession has occurred powerfully predicts subsequent numbers of buyouts in the
area. Implications for
developing an enhanced
urban ecology for the
twenty-first century are
discussed.
●Victoria Reyes, University of California, Riverside published

“Ethnographic Toolkit:
Strategic Positionality
and Researchers’ Visible
and Invisible Tools in
Field Research” Ethnography, published online
first October 25, 2018:
https://doi.org/10.1177/
1466138118805121
For many, reflexivity
is a core tenet in qualitative research. Often,
scholars focus on how
one or two of their sociodemographic traits compare to their participants
and how it may influence
field dynamics. Research that incorporates
an intersectionality perspective, which brings
attention to how people’s
multiple identities are
entwined, also has a
long history. Yet, researchers tend to pay
less attention to how we
strategically draw on our
multiple social positions
in the course of field
work. Drawing on data I
have collected over the
past several years and
extending recent sociological work that goes
beyond a reflexive accounting of one or two of
researchers’ demographic characteristics, I
argue that each researcher has their own
ethnographic toolkit from
which they strategically
draw. It consists of researchers’ visible (e.g.,
race/ethnicity) and invisible tools (e.g., social
capital) and ties qualitative methodologies to
research on how culture
is strategically and inconsistently used.

●Anthony James Williams, UCLA, published “Why Black Women Organizers Need to
Care for Themselves
and Each Other - and
How They Can Do It.
Link: https://scholars.org/
brief/why-black-womenorganizers-need-carethemselves-and-eachother-and-how-they-cando-it
Social movement
scholarship assesses
effective male organizers
while actively neglecting
how sexism, racism, and
queer antagonism affect
Black women social
movement organizers.
Shifting the focus from
heterosexual white male
leaders, this brief defines
self-care, collective-care,
and their importance
among Black women
organizers in the
#BlackLivesMatter network. My findings suggest that self-care and
collective care are essential to the longevity of
their health and the
movement. However, an
organizer’s basic
needs—food, shelter,
water— must be met
before self and/or collective care are considered.
This brief describes four
issues that need to be
addressed in order to
support self- and collective-care for Black women leaders.
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Inequalities and Social Justice in the 21st Century City
ASA pre-conference hosted by the Community and Urban Sociology Section
The ASA Community and Urban Sociology Section is pleased to announce a one-day
conference on Inequalities and Social Justice in the 21st Century City to be held on Friday, August 9, 2019 at New York University’s Robert F. Wagner School of Public Service.
Researchers will present projects in different thematic panels throughout the day and the
conference will also host graduate student roundtables, where graduate students get the
chance to meet and receive feedback from more senior scholars.
Throughout the world, cities have become sites of the most extreme manifestations of
social and economic polarization. In the United States, for example, as cities are experiencing “revitalization” in the forms of increased in-migration and investment, they are
simultaneously setting records for unaffordability and homelessness, while racial segregation has remained stubbornly persistent. And similar dynamics are present in large
cities throughout Europe. In some cities in the Global South, spectacular forms of wealth
have come to coexist with stark poverty. In many cities, new and old inequalities have
combined with vulnerability to climate events to produce new forms of environmental
injustice. The mechanisms driving these new inequalities are myriad– from the growing
interconnectedness of the global economy to the financialization of urban economies—
even if their consequences are not well understood. Even less-well understood are the
ways that cities can provide the staging grounds for alternatives that reduce or mitigate
these inequalities, or produce social justice. Yet, across the political spectrum, city-based
alternatives have captured the imagination as providing a meaningful sites for connection, integration, and democracy. Whether we are speaking of progressive administrations, social movements, innovative policies, pragmatic leadership, or action on climate
change, cities have emerged for many authors as a privileged site for innovative action
and emergent social justice.
In keeping with the 2019 ASA Theme, Engaging Social Justice, we invite urban scholars to critically reflect on new and old urban inequalities and also on their alternatives.
Seldom does the scholarship on inequalities interact with the literature on alternatives,
and here we invite that dialogue. Is a socially-just city possible? We welcome scholars
engaging mainly with research on inequality as well as those principally focused on alternatives, with the aim of developing conversation across and within these scholarly communities. This one-day conference will bring together members of the ASA Community
and Urban Sociology Section as well as other scholars studying these—and many other—
compounding urban issues. New York City is a particularly interesting context in which to
have these conversations, given its diversity, inequality, and history of social justice politics. We encourage papers that focus on:
Spatial segregation
Gentrification and neighborhood change
Markets and urban inequality
Race, class, gender, and intersecting inequalities in urban areas
Housing access and affordability
Climate change and environmental justice
Urban resilience
Crime, policing and alternatives
Participation and urban inequalities
Municipalism and its limits
Urban social movements and new urban inequalities
Policy alternatives to emergent forms of urban inequality

While we pose our agenda relative to the idea of the city, we welcome intersecting research on suburban, rural, and online communities, in recognition that inequalities do,
and social justice must, cross all boundaries. Extended abstracts should be submitted to
cuss2019conference@gmail.com by March 30, 2019, with the subject line “Abstract submissions.” Participants would be asked to register and pay an onsite registration fee of
$20 for faculty and $10 for graduate students. Lunch will be provided.
Organizing Committee: Gianpaolo Baiocchi (NYU), Kiara Douds (NYU), Rachel Dwyer
(OSU), Jacob Faber (NYU), Davon Norris (OSU), and Gerard Torrats-Espinosa (NYU).

