
worst cases, communities 
of hate encourage the 
vile impulses of oppress-
ing and excluding any 
defined as “other”, even 
to the point of mass vio-
lence. Communities of 

hate all too often get 
goaded on and strength-
ened by powerful and 
cynical interests in the 
service of their own pe-
destrian wills toward  

Chair, p. 2 

gate “real” problems that 
affect “real” people. (Of 
course my demographic 
training led me to do this 
from a data perspective, 
not one of actual on-the-
ground engagement in 
the urban landscape.  But 
be that as it may.)   
 For me, urban sociolo-
gy gave me the oppor-
tunity to not only do re-
search on cities, but to 
work with great people 
and great scholars.  
(Unfortunately I will only 
be able to name some of 
them, lest my entire 
newsletter contribution 
become a list of names.) 
At the top of the list is 
Doug Massey, with whom 
I first began to work liter-
ally as soon as I turned in 
my dissertation.  My six 
years of continuous work 
with him, three at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 
and three at the Universi-

ty of Chicago, enabled 
me to have a protracted 
period of research with no 
teaching or administrative 
duties, a privilege that 
most people never have.  
Out of these years came 
many articles and Ameri-
can Apartheid:  Segrega-
tion and the Making of the 
Underclass, which is now 
recognized as one of the 
classic texts in the disci-
pline.  As we investigated  
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R a c h e l  D w y e r ,  O h i o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  

 Autumn 2018 has 
brought sobering remind-
ers of the power of com-
munity, for good, but also 
for terror, for bringing 
people together, but also 
for erecting walls. In the 

Nancy Denton 
SUNY Albany 
 
 At the end of my first 
year of retirement from 
the University at Albany, I 
was thrilled to receive the 
Robert and Helen Lynd 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Commu-
nity and Urban Sociology 
Section of the American 
Sociological Association.   
As I examined the list of 
others who had won it, I 
was humbled and ex-
tremely grateful to my 
nominator and to the 
committee who chose 
me.  Winning this award, 
along with retirement, has 
given me the perfect op-
portunity to reflect on my 
career as an urban soci-
ologist.  And as I’m sure 
others would agree, ur-
ban sociology is a partic-
ularly rewarding field as 
you are able to investi-
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Nancy Denton, 2018 Lynd Award Recipient. 



greed and power. At the 
same time, our highest 
hopes of social inclusion 
and human flourishing 
arise out of strong and 
diverse communities that 
foster openness, connec-
tion, learning, and toler-
ance.  
 I thus take enormous 
solace in the community 
of scholars within our 
section and to the global 
community of scholars 
with which we are con-
nected, all working to un-
derstand social life in all 
its richness and complex-
ity. In our research, 
teaching, and service we 
each give a large portion 
of our time and talents to 
the great human project 
of finding things out about 
our world and attempting 
to the best of our ability to 
take actions on the basis 
of data and empirically 
tested theory rather than 
being driven by ideology 
and prejudice. 
 Indeed, this is a time 
when the value of the 
work of our Section is 
and should be perhaps 
as publically visible as it 
has been at any time 
over the past several 
decades. The largest po-
litical and economic de-
bates in US society and 
beyond seem to have 
rediscovered the signifi-
cance of spatial inequality 
in social life. Political rea-
lignments in the US and 
Europe have prompted 
detailed analyses of the 
diverging fortunes of dif-
ferent places through 
long-running, but ever 
challenging processes of 
uneven development. 
Growing nationalism and 

scribe the on-going work 
to strengthen our Section 
Community, including 
through our planning for 
our time to come together 
at the 2019 ASA confer-
ence in New York City. 
 Renew your member-
ship, gift student mem-
berships, and encourage 
colleagues to join for 
2019. Our membership 
committee has been 
highly successful in keep-
ing us over 600 members 
in 2018 and we have set 
a goal of reaching 619 in 
2019 before the annual 
meeting. We thank sec-
tion members who have 
sponsored student mem-
berships in the past. We 
would like to encourage 
any members interested 
in sponsoring students to 
do so at the same time 
they renew their own 
membership so that stu-
dents will enjoy the full 
year of Section benefits 
in 2019. Please see page 
three of the newsletter 
and here on our website 
for more information on 
joining, renewing, and 
gifting memberships. 
 We’re excited to have 
a new website and twitter 
feed, as well as to partner 
with City & Community in 
efforts to make the jour-
nal more visible and im-
pactful. Look for an-
nouncements in the com-
ing months for enhancing 
our website and section 
connections. Albert Fu is 
our website editor for 
both the comurb.org site 
and for the ASA website, 
and Rahim Kurwa is con-
tributing to design and 
content. We are working 
on compiling our section 

the continuing scourge of 
racism result in reflec-
tions on on-going racial 
segregation, oppression, 
and the varying trajecto-
ries of diversity across 
the United States and 
other places. Inequalities 
between nations continue 
to prompt mass migra-
tions, social conflict, and 
exchanges of ideas, cul-
tures, and relationships. 
The evidence of the une-
ven impacts of climate 
change are ever on the 
front page as we mourn 
the victims and worry 
over the survivors of the 
California fires, intensify-
ing hurricanes including 
Florence, and many other 
disasters worldwide, each 
devastating to those clos-
est to the center of the 
effects, but also a warn-
ing and worry even to 
those far away.  
 Our section members 
are among the victims 
and impacted and we are 
connected to so many 
worldwide affected and 
thus these events are 
deeply personal as well 
as challenging to our un-
derstanding of the social 
world. Many of the solu-
tions to the social prob-
lems associated with spa-
tial disparities require 
understanding communi-
ties, including what di-
vides us and what unites.  
Section activities focus 
on supporting the work of 
our members. We are 
also excited to advance a 
number of initiatives to 
better disseminate our 
scholarship so that it may 
achieve broader impacts. 
It’s a pleasure to have 
this opportunity to de-
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archives as well as de-
veloping new content. 
We welcome additions.  
 We’re delighted that 
our section will host a 
preconference in 2019. 
A team of urban and 
community scholars at 
NYU, including especial-
ly Jacob Faber, 
Gianpaolo Baiocchi, Ki-
ara Douds, and Gerard 
Torrats-Espinoza, have 
been working on prepar-
ing for our section pre-
conference in 2019. See 
page 22 for the call for 
papers. The conference 
will be hosted at the New 
York University Wagner 
Graduate School for 
Public Service.  
 I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with all of 
you this year and into 
the future.  



CUSS Newslette r  

ley, the new editor of City 
& Community, on page 4.  
 Following a sugges-
tion by Lily Hoffman when 
she served as chair, the 
CUSS Newsletter’s first 
edition each year always 
includes a feature on the 
Lynd Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award recipient. 
Please look at page 1 to 
read  Nancy Denton’s 
reflection as the 2018 
recipient.  
 Please see the 2019 
CUSS Awards Call for 
Nominations. Contact 
information is on page 7 
for each award which all 
have a common April 2, 
2019 deadline.  
 On page 10 you will 
find Jerry Krase’s scenes 

 The CUSS Newsletter 
starts its 32nd year, with 
Three new assistant edi-
tors: Elizabeth Korver-
Glenn, assistant profes-
sor at the University of 
New Mexico; Kyle Galin-
dez, a graduate student 
at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz; and 
Steven Schmidt, a gradu-
ate student at the Univer-
sity of California, Irvine. 
They will be developing 
new features and articles 
for the CUSS Newsletter 
for the 2018-19 editions.   
Check out Kyle and Ste-
ven’s interviews with the 
2018 ASA CUSS Award 
recipients on pages 12-
17 as well as a Q & A 
session with Deidre Oak-

from his team taught 
Graduate Visual Sociolo-
gy Workshop with his vis-
ual studies students at 
Jagiellonian University in 
Krakow, Poland.  
 This edition includes 
regular sections such as   
New Books, New Publica-
tions, and New Disserta-
tions. Look in the News & 
Notes section for news 
from other CUSS Mem-
bers. The Announce-
ments include calls for 
two conferences as well 
as the 2019 CUSS ASA 
Pre-conference on page 
22. 
 As always, please 
contact me at wholt@ 
bsc.edu with ideas for 
editions.  
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CUSS MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

619 for 2019! 
 

  
 Calling all current and future members! We reached our goal of surpassing the 
600 mark in time for ASA 2019, where we’ll be allocated four sessions. Having four 
sessions during the ASA allows us even more chances to showcase the important 
work that our section members are doing. However, our work is not done. Current 
membership expires 12/31/2018. We encourage everyone to renew their member-
ship, and encourage colleagues to join CUSS, early in 2019 to be able to enjoy all 
the benefits of membership throughout the year and particularly at ASA 2019 next 
August. Renewing or joining our section means you can be a part of our mentoring 
program, get a subscription to City & Community, connect with scholars doing simi-
lar work, volunteer with the section and more! See all the benefits of membership, 
how to join the section and how to sponsor a student at our newly redesigned web-
site: https://comurb.org/become-a-member/ 

The 2019  
ASA 

 Annual Meetings 
will be held  

August  10-13  
in New York City 

https://comurb.org/become-a-member/


Q&A wi th  Ci ty  &  Communi ty  ed i tor ,  
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New CUSS Newsletter 
Assistant Editor, Kyle 
Galindez, University  of 
California, Santa Cruz, 
interviewed Deirdre Oak-
ley about her new role 
as City & Community 
editor.  
 
1. What motivated you to 
pursue the C&C editor-
ship? 
 Not many people 
know this, but I started 
my career in magazine 
publishing right out of 
college – moving to New 
York City from Bruns-
wick, Maine.  I worked 
for Vanity Fair and For-
tune before I went to 
graduate school. While 
academic peer-review 
journals clearly have 
different audiences and 
expectations, as well as 
typically non-glossy and 
four-color (except for 
Contexts), I’ve always 
been interested in even-
tually becoming an editor 
in the academic world.  
City & Community is also 
near and dear to my 
heart because the jour-
nal was launched while I 
was in graduate school 
and the first article com-
ing from my dissertation 
was published in C&C. I 
have been a loyal reader 
and reviewer since its 
inception. When the call 
went out for a new editor 
in 2017 I thought about 
applying, was on the 
fence for a while be-
cause it’s an enormous 
responsibility to take on, 
and I was in the middle 
of writing a NSF grant 
(ultimately not funded). I 
finally decided that it’s 
now or never. My ra-

tionale: I’m a full profes-
sor so I don’t have to 
worry about promotion 
(because trust me, being 
editor has slowed down 
my productivity signifi-
cantly); it would be a 
great opportunity for 
some of my grad and 
undergraduate students; 
and an opportunity to 
make a different kind of 
contribution to my field.  
In short, my inner-self 
concluded I should go 
for it (and so did my hus-
band).  
 
2. Can you describe your 
vision for C&C? 
 I think the fundamen-
tals of my vision are con-
sistent with the past edi-
tors. This includes pub-
lishing high quality and 
ground-breaking urban 
and community re-
search, moving up the 
journal rankings, in-
creasing our internation-
al audience and submis-
sions etc. I hope to fur-
ther contribute to these 
goals by increasing the 
online presence of the 
journal through the de-
velopment of a parallel 
website called Digital 
Cities and Communities, 
diversifying and expand-
ing the editorial board, 
and organizing the jour-
nal issue content in a 
loosely thematic form. 
One of the challenges 
(and good news), how-
ever, it that submissions 
have increased signifi-
cantly over the past 
three years. Therefore, I 
have requested a per-
manent increase in the 
print page limit per issue. 
Wiley-Blackwell no long-

er charges for print pag-
es, but a permanent in-
crease must to be ap-
proved by the ASA Pub-
lication Committee (this 
is in process).  
 I’m sure you’ve no-
ticed that the issues 
have become quite a bit 
larger. We have a queue 
of accepted articles 
awaiting publication. The 
challenge is that we do 
not want authors having 
a long wait time to see 
their accepted article in 
print, but we only have 
four issues per year. Our 
online publishing sched-
ule is that only a selec-
tion of upcoming print 
articles can be released 
which have not been 
assigned to a print issue. 
Once the print issue gets 
through production, all 
the articles for this issue 
are published online first. 
So, expect half-inch thick 
issues for the near fu-
ture. The permanent 
print page increase num-
ber once approved is not 
so large.  
 
3. What editorial chang-
es have you made and 
are there others you plan 
to make? 
 The first change I 
made, with the approval 
of CUSS leadership (per 
the Section By-Laws), 
was to diversify and ex-
pand the editorial board, 
which now includes (for 
the first time) a scholar 
from a Historical Black 
College or University 
(Dr. Barbara Combs 
from Clark Atlanta). But 
this diversification and 
expansion was not only 
about race, ethnicity and 

“I hope to further 
contribute to these 
goals by increasing 
the online presence 

of the journal 
through the 

development of a 
parallel website 

called Digital Cities 
and Communities, 
diversifying and 
expanding the 

editorial board, and 
organizing the 
journal issue 

content in a loosely 
thematic form. “ 

 
-Deirdre Oakley 
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gender, but also about 
the institutions repre-
sented by the board 
members. I have at-
tempted to obtain a bet-
ter balance between 
state and private univer-
sities, as well as main-
tain the inclusion of 
scholars from liberal arts 
colleges.  
 The second change I 
have made was to the 
cover design. The cover 
had remained the same 
since the journal’s incep-
tion, so I felt strongly that 
it was time for a new 
look. I’m certainly not 
criticizing the current 
cover, but a new cover 
will hopefully bring addi-
tional attention to City & 
Community. I am happy 
to report that the new 
cover has been ap-
proved by CUSS leader-
ship and the ASA Execu-
tive Office. It will premi-
ere with the March 2019 
issue (not sneak peaks!). 
I do hope everybody 
likes it. 
 The third change I 
have made was to in-
clude past editors on the 
journal Masthead. I 
thought it was important 
to continue to 
acknowledge all the im-
portant work the editors 
before me have done to 
bring the journal to the 
stature is has today. I’ll 
note here that our impact 
factor is 1.087 for 2017. 
This is the highest it has 
ever been. Our rankings 
in Sociology and Urban 
Studies have also 
moved up. This is all 
because of the editors 
before me.  
 The fourth change I 

have made is to include 
more graduate and un-
dergraduate students on 
the onsite editorial team 
at Georgia State Univer-
sity. Some of these posi-
tions are being funded 
through GSU. I’m look-
ing for alternative 
sources to sustain this 
because it’s such a great 
learning experience for 
both grad and under-
graduate students. One 
of the highlights of be-
coming the editor of City 
& Community for me has 
been working with these 
amazing students who 
are crucial in keeping the 
journal running smooth-
ly. I’d like to 
acknowledge the on-site 
editorial team by name: 
Zuri Murphy, Managing 
Editor and a Ph.D stu-
dent in Sociology; Clin-
ton Boyd, Jr. and Sam 
Howat, Graduate Editori-
al Fellows and Ph.D. 
students in Sociology; 
Breanna Harris, Daniel 
Noukui and Chris Ver-
ghese Thomson, Under-
graduate Editorial Assis-
tants. Breanna and Dan-
iel are graduating in De-
cember and want to pur-
sue jobs in journalism. 
We wish them luck and 
will miss them!  
 There will be a few 
more relatively minor 
changes in terms of in-
ternal page layout and 
the organization of arti-
cles for each issue but 
nothing radical. One 
thing we are doing is 
updating the author 
guidelines on the Wiley 
C&C page for better clar-
ity. This should be in 
place by the end of 
2018. 

 
4. What kinds of article 
submissions are you 
hoping to attract for 
C&C? 
 City & Community 
has always received and 
published great articles 
on a wide variety of ur-
ban and community is-
sues. There has also 
been a nice balance in 
terms of the methodolo-
gies utilized and theoreti-
cal frameworks. This 
continues – albeit, at 
much higher submission 
rate. We are working on 
attracting more articles 
on the international front. 
This has certainly in-
creased over the past 
seven years, but the 
journal is lesser known 
in international urban 
scholarly circles. This 
goal is certainly not go-
ing to usurp the great 
articles being submitted 
on the U.S. front. There-
fore, I do not want any-
one to worry about C&C 
emphasizing internation-
al substance over U.S. 
substance.  
 
5. What can section 
members look forward to 
in the upcoming year? 
 Large issues for the 
near future with ground-
breaking articles, inter-
esting upfront content 
symposiums, reviews of 
great books, the new 
cover, and hopefully a 
joint issue with another 
important journal (still in 
the approval stage at 
this point so I cannot say 
more!). Also we will 
launch our Digital Cities 
and Communities web-
site.  

I think the 
fundamentals of my 

vision are 
consistent with the 
past editors. This 

includes publishing 
high quality and 
ground-breaking 

urban and 
community 

research, moving 
up the journal 

rankings, 
increasing our 
international 
audience and 

submissions etc. 

 

 -Deirdre Oakley 



Pardo and Giuliana B. 
Prato, Palgrave-
Macmillan, 2019: 169-
92. When he returned in 
the Fall, he was elected 
Vice-President, City Uni-
versity of New York’s 
Academy of Humanities 
and Sciences. 
 
●Meghan M. O'Neil is 
Social Science Research 
Fellow with University of 
Michigan Law School, 
Postdoctoral Fellow Affil-
iate with Population 
Studies Center at the 
Institute for Social Re-
search, and Faculty Ex-
pert at Poverty Solu-
tions. O'Neil is co-
investigator on over $2.7 
million in grants to con-
duct empirical legal re-
search to increase ac-
cess to justice for vulner-
able Americans and bet-
ter understand the eco-
nomic barriers facing 
people who interact with 
the criminal justice sys-
tem. She is the lead in-
vestigator for the State 
of Michigan on a mixed 
methods multi-state 
study of fines and fees 
assessed for parolees 
on Community Correc-
tions Fines and Fees 
sponsored by the Laura 
and John Arnold Foun-
dation. O'Neil led a team 
of students and won two 
INNOVATE awards in a 
public service pitch cam-
paign for her study, Re-
moving Barriers to Re-
covery: Community Part-
nering for Innovative 
Solutions to the Opioid 
Crisis while completing 
her dissertation earlier 
this year. O'Neil has ob-
tained support from sev-

gree to which partici-
pants feel supported by 
the community. Our col-
laboration has led to em-
phasizing facets of the 
concerts that participants 
endorse having the 
greatest impact (the ap-
preciation of the Maes-
tro’s recognition at the 
concerts) and under-
standing the course of 
change in the partici-
pants. 
 
●Jerome Krase, Brook-
lyn College CUNY co-led 
with Małgorzata Bogunia
-Borowska and Anna 
Sarzyńska a Graduate 
Visual Sociology Work-
shop, “Seeing Krakow 
Change: 1997-2018,” at 
the Jagiellonian Univer-
sity, Krakow, Poland 
(May 7-10). Subsequent-
ly, during his Fulbright 
Specialist Scholarship 
Assignment in Prague, 
at the Charles University 
(May 11-25) he was hon-
ored to give the Ernest 
Gellner Nationalism 
Seminar, Sponsored by 
the Czech Association 
for Social Anthropology 
and the Czech Sociologi-
cal Society, in Coopera-
tion with the Institute of 
Sociological Studies of 
the Faculty of Social Sci-
ences, Charles Universi-
ty. With his daughter 
Kathryn Krase he pub-
lished “Undermining 
Governmental Legitima-
cy at the Grass Roots: 
The Role of Failed 
Promises and Inflated 
Expectations of Commu-
nity Accountability,” In 
Legitimacy: Ethnograph-
ic and Theoretical In-
sights, edited by Italo 

●Several CUSS mem-
bers received the Asso-
ciation of Public Policy 
Analysis and Manage-
ment (APPAM) 40 for 40 
Fellowship. CUSS mem-
bers receiving fellow-
ships include: Prentiss 
A. Dantzler, Colorado 
College; Jacob Faber, 
New York Universi-
ty; Michael Gaddis, 
UCLA; Philip Garboden, 
University of Hawaii at 
Manoa; and Eva Rosen, 
Georgetown University. 
A full list of fellows is 
available at the website: 
http://www.appam.org/
meet-the-recipients-of-
the-40-for-40-fellowship/ 
 
●Jeni Cross, Sociolo-
gy, and Deana Davalos, 
Psychology, Colorado 
State University, and 
their research team re-
ceived the inaugural 
Emerging Community 
Engagement Scholar-
ship Award from the Of-
fice of Engagement and 
the Office of the Provost. 
The Emerging award 
celebrates a new initia-
tive that has shown po-
tential for long-term im-
pact, achievement and 
scholarship. The 
BSHARP program is a 
community engagement 
effort launched in 2015 
that provides dyads 
(persons with dementia 
{PWD} and their caregiv-
ers), tickets to attend five 
Fort Collins Symphony 
Masterworks concerts 
and social hours. The 
study explores factors 
such as the impact of the 
program on cognition in 
PWD, relationships with 
caregivers, and the de-
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union leaders and mem-
bers on efforts to devel-
op and expand gas infra-
structure versus renewa-
ble energy sources. The 
technical and scientific 
expertise of unionized 
workers will be studied in 
order to understand how, 
and if, such expertise 
impacts technology de-
sign and use, or is used 
in political claims-making 
and policy formation. 
  
●Michael Timberlake, 
former CUSS secretary/
treasurer and past North 
American editor of Urban 
Studies, retired at the 
end of June from the 
University of 
Utah.  Though retired, he 
is still working on three 
projects: Chinese cities 
in the world system of 
cities (collaborative with 
John Stevens and Xi-
ulian Ma); urban trans-
formation in Seoul in 
global perspective (with 
K. Shin), and race and 
the persistent under-
development of the low-
er Mississippi Del-
ta.  Now living in Seattle, 
he would enjoy meeting 
other social scientists 
doing related work living 
in the area and hearing 
about their research.   
Mike can still be reached 
at timber@soc.utah.edu. 

 

en courts, two treatment 
centers, and a tech-
startup to provide no 
cost legal tools to 10,000 
community members 
seeking recovery from 
addiction services over 
the next year. Echoing 
Desmond and Western 
(2018), she acknowledg-
es that poverty is multidi-
mensional and is a mat-
ter of “justice,” not mere-
ly economics. Her schol-
arship relies upon empir-
ical evidence to improve 
our understanding of 
American poverty and 
help identify paths to 
overcome the challenges 
of achieving intergenera-
tional mobility, especially 
for minority families. Her 
recent work is forthcom-
ing in Law and Contem-
porary Problems and a 
special issue 
of Phylon sponsored by 
the Russell Sage Foun-
dation in honor of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and 
WEB Du Bois. 
 
●Diane M. Sicotte (P.I.), 
Associate Professor of 
Sociology, Drexel Uni-
versity, and Kelly A. 
Joyce (co-P.I.), Profes-
sor of Sociology and the 
Center for Science, 
Technology and Society, 
Drexel University, were 
awarded $345,270 from 
NSF through the Sci-
ence, Technology, and 
Society program for a 
three-year project, titled 
“Societal Aspects of En-
ergy Infrastructure Ex-
pansion.”Through inter-
views, fieldwork and 
content analysis, the 
research team will exam-
ine the opinions of labor 
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The 2019 CUSS awards will be presented at the 2019 
ASA Annual Meetings in New York this August. Nomi-
nations and materials should be sent to the appropri-
ate committee chairs listed below by April 2, 2019.   
  
• Robert and Helen Lynd Lifetime Achievement 
Award  
The Robert and Helen Lynd Lifetime Achievement 
Award recognizes distinguished career achievement in 
community and urban sociology.  
 
Committee 
-Kyle Crowder, Chair; University of Washington 
kylecrow@uw.edu 
-Katherine Curtis, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
-Angelina Grigoryeva, University of Toronto 
 
•The Robert E. Park Award  
The Park Award (formerly the Park Book Award) goes 
to the author(s) of the best book published in the past 
two years (2017 and 2018). See www.comurb.org for 
submission instructions. 
 
Committee 
-Maria Krysan, Chair; University of Illinois, Chicago 
-Waverly Duck, University of Pittsburgh 
-Peter Rosenblatt, Loyola University Chicago 
-Mary Pattillo, Northwestern University 
-Matthew Hall, University of Washington 
   
•The Jane Addams Award  
The Jane Addams Award (formerly the Park Article 
Award) goes to authors of the best scholarly article in 
community and urban sociology published in the past 
two years (2017 or 2018).  
  
Committee 
-Jeffrey Timberlake, Chair; University of Cincinnati 
 timberjm@ucmail.uc.edu 
-Hillary Angelo, UC Santa Cruz 
-Ariela Schachter, Washington University in St. Louis 
  
•CUSS Student Paper Award  
The CUSS Student Paper Award goes to the student 
author of the paper the award committee regards as 
the best graduate student paper in community and 
urban sociology.  
  
Committee 
-Robin Bartram, Chair; Tulane University 
rbartram@tulane.edu 
-Emily Yen, Trinity College 
-Josh Pacewicz, Brown University 

2019 ASA CUSS Awards Call 

mailto:timber@soc.utah.edu
mailto:kylecrow@uw.edu
mailto:timberjm@UCMAIL.UC.EDU
mailto:rbartram@u.northwestern.edu


Lynd Award ,  f r o m  p a g e  1  

hypothesis after hypothe-
sis, the result was uni-
formly the same:  blacks 
were more segregated 
than any other group, 
followed by Hispanics 
and then Asians.  Differ-
ences among people and 
locations that we ex-
pected to make a differ-
ence did:  suburban are-
as were less segregated 
than cities, the poor were 
more segregated than the 
rich, immigrants were 
more segregated than 
natives—the list went on 
and on, but at the end of 
the day, only the nuances 
were different.  The order 
of the three groups re-
mained the same. It was 
impossible to ignore the 
severe effects of very 
high segregation on the 
black population or hy-
persegregation as we 
called it.  These effects 
persist until this day even 
though the actual segre-
gation scores are declin-
ing due to mainly demo-
graphic, and to a lesser 
extent, residential chang-
es.    
 As we were publishing 
articles about segrega-
tion, and certainly once 
American Apartheid was 
out, renewed public inter-
est in segregation ena-
bled me to get to know 
the Fair Housing Commu-
nity.  These were the 
people at the front lines 
so to speak, the ones 
documenting and suing 
those who were not in 
compliance with the 1968 
Fair Housing Law.  What 
some may not realize is 
that there are many, 
many Fair Housing 
groups all across the U.S. 

and they would appreci-
ate your volunteering.  
Speaking at many of their 
local conferences ena-
bled me to become better 
acquainted with their 
work, and I was extreme-
ly impressed by their ded-
ication and service.  
While those I met are too 
numerous to mention by 
name, I was able to visit 
many different places as 
a result – from Ossining, 
NY to Grand Rapids, MI 
to Portland, OR and 
Worcester, MA.  All these 
cities gave me a deeper 
on-the-ground apprecia-
tion of cities. Particularly 
memorable were the big 
Fair Housing Confer-
ences HUD sponsored.  
At the one in Dallas we 
shared the hotel with a 
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution meeting 
and had many interesting 
conversations between 
the all-white DAR group 
and our mixed race 
group.  In Jackson, Mis-
sissippi the bus from the 
hotel to the meeting site 
had to take a round about 
route to avoid giving us a 
tour of a severely segre-
gated area, not appropri-
ate as we were celebrat-
ing Fair Housing.  I also 
met many lawyers inter-
ested in Fair Housing, 
and their deep involve-
ment was singularly im-
pressive.  Many confer-
ences at the Institute on 
Race and Poverty at the 
University of Minnesota 
Law School opened my 
eyes to the importance of 
opportunity as a measure 
of neighborhood quality.  
Another at the University 
of Miami Law School was 

particularly memorable 
because my father was 
able to attend and see 
“what I did.”  And last, in 
1994 I won the “Hope for 
People Award” from the 
Hope Fair Housing Cen-
ter in Wheaton, Illinois 
that was run for over 40 
years by Bernie Kleina.  
You may not recognize 
his name but if you have 
ever visited the city of 
Chicago Visitors Center, 
it is his photographic im-
ages that introduce you 
to the city.  In short, my 
involvement with Fair 
Housing was an im-
portant part of my career 
despite it not fitting into 
the usual academic mold. 
 Once I arrived at the 
University at Albany, 
State University of New 
York in 1990, my re-
search focus shifted 
slightly as I began to 
write more about issues 
of race and immigration 
with some of my wonder-
ful colleagues.  With 
Richard Alba and Glenn 
Deane I published on 
racial categories and the 
implications of multiple 
race choices, while with 
Richard and Don Hernan-
dez I investigated the 
neighborhood conditions 
of immigrant children.  
Serving on the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau’s Advisory 
Committee for six years 
gave me the opportunity 
to learn about how the 
Bureau must balance the 
competing desires of 
groups who wanted the 
race question changed 
with researchers who 
wanted to insure con-
sistent categories to track 
trends over time.  In-
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“And as I’m sure 
others would agree, 
urban sociology is 

a particularly 
rewarding field as 

you are able to 
investigate “real” 

problems that affect 
“real” people.” 

 
-Nancy Denton 



creasing Hispanic and 
Asian populations compli-
cated their task, as did 
the introduction of the 
ability of respondents to 
select multiple races. As I 
write this, the issue of 
whether or not the 2020 
Census should ask about 
immigration status is di-
viding the country as it 
begins to move through 
the courts. Though it is 
nice to feel I spent my 
career on important top-
ics, I wish that it didn't 
sometimes seem these 
days like we were moving 
backward.   
 A major highpoint of 
my career was my role, 
along with Barry Wellman 
and Sharon Zukin, in the 
establishment of City & 
Community, the first sec-
tion journal of the Ameri-
can Sociological Associa-
tion. I must admit that I 
was not initially sure 
there really was a need 
for the journal, but I am 
very happy that time has 
clearly proven me wrong.  
I learned much from our 
conversations about how 
to establish a journal and 
was privileged to be able 
to argue in its favor as I 
was an ASA Council 
Member.  Once Tony 
Orum agreed to be the 
journal’s first editor, he 
joined Barry, Sharon and 
me to negotiate with ASA 
regarding the publisher, 
the dues increase, and 
numerous other details I 
have long forgotten.  (The 
publisher negotiations 
served me well a few 
years later when I was 
elected president of the 
Eastern Sociological So-
ciety and Social Forum 
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changed publishers.) But 
what I remember most is 
how wonderful it was to 
work with Barry, Sharon, 
and Tony.  We have kept 
up our contact by having 
dinner together at ASA 
meetings.   And now, as I 
retire and receive this 
award, I am very very 
proud that one of my 
Ph.D. students from UAl-
bany, Deirdre Oakley, is 
now the editor at City & 
Community.     
 Working with graduate 
students at Albany was 
one of the best parts of 
my career. It is particular-
ly nice to see where they 
have gone in their own 
careers and realize that I 
played some small role in 
their success.  Whether 
as academics or analysts 
for state or federal gov-
ernment, every time I 
hear from or about them, 
it is clear that they are 
making a difference in the 
lives of others.   I could 
go on and on here about 
various students, but let 
me simply say that I find 
it particularly fitting that 
my last published paper 
was written with a then 
graduate student, Jeffrey 
Napierala.  It concerned 
census racial categories 
as measured at the tract 
level, the same topic I 
started to work on so in-
tently in 1984 when I be-
gan working on segrega-
tion.   
  Last, a few comments 
to members of CUSS, 
especially those who are 
at the beginning of their 
careers.  First, CUSS is a 
great section and I urge 
you to participate in it.   
The abundant energy and 

enthusiasm that I saw at 
the CUSS business 
meeting where I received 
my award convinced me 
that we have much to 
look forward to in terms 
of urban research.  Sec-
ond, in my view, it is a 
wonderful time to be an 
urban sociologist as the 
future of urban sociology 
looks very bright.   Cities 
still have many large 
problems, but at the 
same time many are revi-
talizing, so there are 
abundant opportunities to 
study.  New data, such as 
information on opportuni-
ty zones and health infor-
mation, e.g. life expectan-
cy, at the tract level, will 
help researchers offer 
new insights into how 
people in cities live. And 
the transformation of the 
suburbs continues apace 
as they now face what in 
the past were considered 
urban problems. In short, 
I am most pleased to 
have been a part of urban 
sociology and I am sure it 
will continue to thrive.  
But retirement is also 
wonderful and now I will 
turn to other very im-
portant issues such as 
“should I get a dog?” and 
“what shall I name her?” 
 
 
  

“The abundant 
energy and 

enthusiasm that I 
saw at the CUSS 
business meeting 

where I received my 
award convinced 
me that we have 

much to look 
forward to in terms 
of urban research.” 

 
-Nancy Denton 
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TOP LEFT: Jagiellonian Univer-
sity, Krakow, My Visual Work-
shop Students 
 
TOP RIGHT: The Upscaling of 
Krakow attracts Strange new-
comers such as the caricatures 
in front of Corleone Restaurant 
 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Krakow’s 
Kazimiersz Jewish Ghetto 
Theme Park 

A Few Scenes  f rom Krakow,  Po land  and  Prague ,  

 These are a few images captured during my team-
taught Graduate Visual Sociology Workshop , 
“Seeing Krakow Change: 1997-2018,” at the Jagiel-
lonian University, and my Fullbright Specialist 
Scholarship Assignment in Prague, at Charles Uni-
versity (May 11-25, 2018). 
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The  Czech  Republ i c  b y  J e r r y  K r a s e ,  C U N Y  B r o o k l y n  C o l l e g e  

TOP LEFT:  Entrance to SAPA, Prague’s Large Vietnamese 
Wholesale Market 
 
BOTTOM LEFT:  The Golem Bake Shop in Josefov,  
 
TOP RIGHT: Workers Restoring Exquisite Art Nouveau Buildings 
in Downtown Prague 
 
All photos by Jerry Krase 



Interviewers 
Kyle Galindez 
University of  
California, Santa Cruz 
Steven Schmidt 
University of 
California, Irvine 
 
-Maria Krysan and Kyle 
Crowder. 2017. Cycle 
of Segregation: Social 
Processes and Resi-
dential Stratification. 
Russell Sage Founda-
tion, New York.  
What motivated you to 
study this particular re-
search topic?  
 For the last decade 
or so, each of us— an 
urban demographer 
(Crowder) and a social 
psychologist (Krysan)—
have been conducting 
research related to is-
sues of residential seg-
regation. Over the years, 
we began to have con-
versations—usually be-
cause we were present-
ing our work on the 
same panels at ASA or 
PAA—about what was 
missing in the field. We 
became frustrated by the 
academic conversations 
that seemed to be not so 
much incorrect, but in-
complete.  Each of us 
had also been working in 
our communities (Seattle 
and Chicago) with poli-
cymakers, agencies, non
-profits and others, mak-
ing presentations and 
working on research pro-
jects.  Again, we felt as 
though the scholarly evi-
dence and debates did 
not mesh well—and 
were not always asking 

the right questions—in a 
way that resonated with 
the experiences and in-
sights from those who 
were working ‘on the 
ground’ trying to tackle 
the causes and conse-
quences of residential 
segregation.  
 
What theoretical debates 
interest you the most, 
and how do you see 
your research contrib-
uting to them? 
 Our book is focused 
on trying to re-frame the 
conversation about the 
causes of racial residen-
tial segregation, which 
have been almost cata-
tonically focused on the-
oretical arguments relat-
ed to three forces: racial 
residential preferences, 
economics, and discrimi-
nation.  Our central argu-
ment is that (1) these 
three things do matter, 
but they are not mutually 
exclusive and in fact in-
tersect with each other in 
ways that are crucially 
important to understand 
if one wants to disrupt 
the cycle of segregation; 
and (2) there are also 
other factors—social 
networks, lived experi-
ences, and the media—
which also impact how 
you end up living where 
you do.  We hope our 
book, and the theoretical 
framework, will help to 
open up new lines of 
research and inquiry.  
 
What surprises did you 
find as you conducted 
your fieldwork? 

 One of the things that 
surprised us was the 
shortage of research on 
these basic social dy-
namics, and the process 
we needed to go through 
to assemble the pieces 
of our argument.  In put-
ting together the book, 
we cast a pretty wide net 
in our effort to assemble 
evidence related to so-
cial drivers of segrega-
tion – including quantita-
tive analysis of large-
scale survey data (Panel 
Study of Income Dynam-
ics, American Housing 
Survey, U.S. Census) 
and analysis of in-depth 
interviews.  When we 
first started batting 
around ideas for the 
book, we did not antici-
pate doing a mixed-
methods study just to 
develop the argument, 
but we found that the 
pieces really meshed 
well together, with each 
part of the analysis 
providing a necessary 
clue.  So in this sense, 
the development of the 
project was a somewhat 
surprising lesson in the 
power of a multi-
methods approach. 
   
What are some future 
directions for this pro-
ject?  
 Our research gathers 
together insights and 
patterns from a variety of 
sources, both qualitative 
and quantitative, to lay 
out our argument.  But 
none are direct tests of 
the larger framework. 
Instead, we have essen-

tially assembled a good 
deal of circumstantial 
evidence for theoretical 
arguments that still await 
formal tests.  In some 
sense, our hope is that 
our book provides a 
roadmap for other re-
searchers to use, be-
cause there are more 
questions and hypothe-
ses in our book than 
there are answers and 
evidence. We also hope 
to use the framework to 
help guide potential poli-
cy efforts designed to 
break down the patterns 
of segregation that 
plague many of our cit-
ies.  
 
-Iddo Tavory, 2016. 
Summoned: Identifica-
tion and Religious Life 
in a Jewish Neighbor-
hood. Chicago: Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 
2016.  
What motivated you to 
study this particular re-
search topic?  
 Like many research 
projects, Summoned 
started by chance. I did-
n’t come to UCLA to 
study Orthodox Jews. I 
vaguely thought that giv-
en that I spoke Spanish 
passably well and used 
to work in construction in 
Israel for a while, I might 
study Latino construction 
workers. Growing up in 
Jerusalem for part of my 
childhood, I lived across 
the street from an Ortho-
dox center, and never 
felt overly curious about 
their lives. Israel, at least 
at the time, had a sharp 
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distinction between sec-
ular and “ultra“ Ortho-
doxy.  
 What I did know, 
however, was that I was 
an ethnographer, and an 
interactionist interested 
in the structure of the 
fleeting. And, when I 
arrived to UCLA, Jack 
Katz offered me a job as 
a research assistant. He 
was—and still is—
conducting a grand pro-
ject on the Hollywood 
area, and needed some-
one to interview people 
in the Orthodox popula-
tion. As a Jewish He-
brew speaker, I fit the 
bill. I accepted mostly 
because I wanted to 
work with Jack. But once 
I went to the neighbor-
hood for services, I was 
hooked. In many ways, it 
was a replay of the ex-
perience of many secu-
lar Israelis in the United 
States, where the barri-
ers between ultra-
Orthodox and secular 
dramatically fade. Hasid-
ic people opened up to 
me in a way I didn’t ex-
pect, seemingly content 
in the heart of a secular 
world, where I didn’t ex-
pect them. After a few 
weeks I came back to 
Katz and told him that I 
wanted this to be my 
dissertation field. I was-
n’t sure what my ques-
tion was yet, but some-
thing that I would later 
term the “density of sum-
moning” of communal 
life was personally and 
intellectually irresistible. 
Katz urged me to think 
on it a bit more, but I 
stuck to it, and moved 
into a backhouse in the 

neighborhood the next 
year.  
 
What theoretical debates 
interest you the most, 
and how do you see 
your research contrib-
uting to them? 
 At the time, I must 
admit, I was not overly 
interested in urban soci-
ology. In a sense, I’m 
still not.  What I am ob-
sessive about are the 
patterns of social life—
the ways in which inter-
actions, social worlds 
and people’s deepest 
identifications are mutu-
ally co-constitutive.  This 
remains what I am most 
excited about, and 
where I see my theoreti-
cal contribution. It is the 
way that interaction and 
experience are interwo-
ven into patterns, how 
institutions sustain (and 
are also constructed-
from) these patterns, 
and how people’s antici-
pations of these patterns 
shape them.  The specif-
ically urban setting was 
secondary.    
 The book, then, end-
ed up being an urban 
ethnography almost by 
accident. At its heart, the 
book is a theoretical tract 
that ties interactionist 
sociology with questions 
that are usually located 
in the sociology of cul-
ture—about how people 
make meaning, and how 
this meaning is pat-
terned. The notion of 
Summoning, which the 
book develops, tries to 
provide a new way of 
conceptualizing this co-
constitution; one that still 
marks interaction as a 

crucial locus for the con-
struction of the social, 
while taking into account 
the patterned ways in 
which people both antici-
pate and “bump into” 
their social world.  
 And yet, the urban 
kept coming up. It did so 
in two ways. First, socio-
logical ethnography used 
to be, first and foremost, 
urban ethnography—the 
history of the Chicago 
school is largely the his-
tory of study of urban 
space and its denizens. 
At least for Robert Park 
and his students, the 
foundational challenge 
and opportunity of mod-
ernization is that of the 
urban landscape. I thus 
found myself reading 
and re-reading Elliott 
Liebow, Bill Kornblum, 
Elijah Anderson, and 
others. Some of my 
sources of inspiration 
were intimately urban.  
And then, empirically, 
the city kept cropping up. 
It came up in the way 
Orthodox people walked 
through the streets, in 
the history of Jewish Los 
Angeles, in the way insti-
tutions were constructed 
and sustained. As an 
ethnographer, I became 
engaged in the minutiae 
of my interlocutors’ ex-
perience, and their expe-
rience—while obviously 
religious—was also 
deeply urban.   
 
What surprises did you 
find as you conducted 
your fieldwork/study? 
 As a qualitative meth-
odologist, I have come to 
think that original theori-
zation emerges from 

empirical surprises, 
something that Stefan 
Timmermans and myself 
continue to develop in a 
long series of writings. 
And, once again, many 
of my surprises were 
“urban surprises.” I was 
surprised by the kind of 
moral obstacle course 
the city seemed to afford 
its Orthodox residents; I 
was surprised by the 
density of organizations; 
I was surprised by how 
overlapping networks 
operated, and how peo-
ple managed to interac-
tionally nip the non-
Jewish secular networks 
of work so they didn’t 
pollute the religious. And 
while not all surprises 
were urban surprises, 
many were. And so, the 
book ended up being, at 
least in part, an urban 
ethnography.   
 
Where do you see your 
work going in the future? 
 As I write this, I am 
quite far from urban soci-
ology. I am in the midst 
of work on a series of 
two books on the adver-
tising industry in New 
York—work that will oc-
cupy me (I hope) for 
years to come.  I have 
thus moved to look at 
the nexus of culture and 
interaction in a new site, 
where I find myself inun-
dated by questions of 
knowledge, of commer-
cialization, of morality 
and of the digital world. 
Still, urban sociology has 
become part of my soci-
ological self. A bit like 
the Orthodox communi-
ty, I expect it to continue 
summoning me for 
years. to come.   
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-Hillary Angelo, "From 
the City Lens Toward 
Urbanisation as a Way 
of Seeing: Country/City 
Binaries on an Urban-
ising Planet." Urban 
Studies. 54:1,158-178. 
(January 1, 2017) 
 
What motivated you to 
study this particular re-
search topic?  
 The motivation for my 
broad research project—
nature in cities, or the 
relationship between 
urbanization and percep-
tions of nature in cities—
grew directly out of my 
employment history prior 
to graduate school. I 
worked for the New York 
City Department of 
Parks and Recreation for 
a number of years, 
where I was fascinated 
by people’s passionate/
obsessive love of parks 
and green spaces, and 
the question of why this 
should be the case. 
Though I did not intend 
to make nature a topic of 
my scholarship, those 
questions were clearly 
on my mind when I be-
gan doctoral research!  
This particular paper 
grew of out some explo-
rations about the impli-
cations of arguments 
about “planetary urbani-
zation” (more on that 
below) for social theory.  
 
What theoretical debates 
interest you the most, 
and how do you see 
your research contrib-
uting to them? 
 I am currently en-

gaged in two sets of de-
bates (or at least two 
growing areas of re-
search) in interdiscipli-
nary urban studies, one 
about “planetary urbani-
zation” and the other 
about urban environ-
mental politics and the 
politics of nature in cit-
ies. 
 The first is an effort, 
spearheaded by Neil 
Brenner among others, 
to shift the research ob-
ject of urban studies 
from its traditional focus 
on cities as sites to in-
clude an expanded con-
ception of urban pro-
cesses of objects of 
analysis.  
 The second is a vari-
ety of work being carried 
out in the wake of broad 
acknowledgement that 
“nature” in all its forms, 
is central to cities, and 
thus urbanists must also 
consider the natural, 
ecological, and per-
ceived-to-be-natural ele-
ments of urban environ-
ments in their research. 
This includes work in 
urban and environmental 
sociology, as well as 
urban studies and geog-
raphy, on the politics of 
parks and green public 
spaces, urban agricul-
ture, green gentrification, 
and green urban brand-
ing.  
 I see my work as of-
fering a distinctly socio-
logical contribution to 
both of these areas, in 
that it brings disciplinary 
insights from historical 
sociology, environmental 

sociology, the sociology 
of knowledge and moral-
ity to bear in these inter-
disciplinary discussions. 
For instance, “planetary 
urbanization” has tended 
to be more focused on 
larger scale transfor-
mations of landscape 
and political economy. 
The article that received 
the Jane Addams award 
was part of my ongoing 
effort to elaborate the 
stakes and implications 
of a “planetary” view of 
urban processes for ur-
ban social analysis (and 
here, specifically regard-
ing perceptions of, and 
theorizations of, people, 
spaces, and things tradi-
tionally considered 
“urban” or not-urban). 
 
 What surprises did you 
find as you conducted 
your fieldwork/study? 
 
Well, the article is theo-
retical rather than empiri-
cal, but I was surprised 
to find parallel sub-
disciplinary trends in 
urban political ecology, 
American urban sociolo-
gy and postcolonial ur-
ban studies. When I 
started writing it I was 
most familiar with urban 
political ecology, and 
was most used to seeing 
city/nature binaries in-
voked (reflexively or not) 
in cases where the main 
effort was to figure out 
how to inscribe “nature”, 
or the environment, into 
self-consciously “urban” 
analyses that may have 
once restricted them-

selves to “social” as-
pects of the built envi-
ronment.  
 But in the process of 
developing the argument 
I began reading more 
widely and realized that 
other urban subfields 
were facing similar prob-
lems—for instance, work 
on “amenity migrants” or 
“rural gentrifiers”. It 
seemed to me that we 
were all turning somer-
saults trying to figure out 
how to handle objects of 
analysis that scrambled 
categories long thought 
of as relatively uncompli-
cated, unchanging, and 
unproblematic, and deal-
ing with questions like: 
How would/should one 
actually describe cosmo-
politan people dramati-
cally affecting spaces 
outside of cities? How 
would/should one actual-
ly work outside of city/
nature or other city/not-
city binaries, even once 
their limitations and 
problems were acknowl-
edged?  I became quite 
obsessed with the Jour-
nal of Peasant Studies, 
some pieces from which 
are cited in the article, 
because the journal’s 
whole reason for being 
seemed to be called into 
question by these 
changes, and so many 
articles were dealing 
directly with these ques-
tions in their empirical 
work.   
 
Where do you see your 
work going in the future? 
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Lots of places! Right 
now I am completing a 
book manuscript on ur-
ban greening that offers 
a historical and empirical 
demonstration of some 
of the arguments pre-
sented rather abstractly 
in this article. Urban 
greening is conventional-
ly depicted as a reaction 
against “the city,” and 
classically the slums, 
density, and public 
health problems of the 
industrial metropolis. 
The book traces 150 
years of greening in Ger-
many’s Ruhr Valley—a 
place where these condi-
tions were absent—to 
explore how and when 

nature came to be per-
ceived as a good in cit-
ies, and the impact these 
understandings have 
had on urban politics 
and urban transfor-
mation. 
 I’m also currently 
working on a collabora-
tive project on contem-
porary urban sustainabil-
ity planning that extends 
the concerns motivating 
the book project into the 
present. David 
Wachsmuth (McGill Uni-
versity) and I have just 
published an article on 
representations of nature 
in urban sustainability 
planning, and are com-
pleting a lengthy piece 

and special issue on the 
topic of “Why does eve-
ryone think cities can 
save the planet?” that 
examines the reasons 
for, and political implica-
tions of, sustainability 
planning’s urban turn.  
 Beyond these pro-
jects I have several in 
exploratory stages… one 
on infrastructure and 
sociology, with Craig 
Calhoun, that seems like 
a departure from these 
topics but really extends 
my interest in how mate-
rial forms we live with—
whether large-scale in-
frastructural systems or 
representations of nature 
like parks—literally 

shape social life. Since 
moving to California (and 
buying a car) I have 
been doing a lot of 
“nature tourism” in na-
tional parks and the 
American West, and 
contemplating a project 
on public lands. And I 
am also involved in a 
project with Eric 
Klinenberg (New York 
University) on the “social 
life of climate change” 
that seeks to character-
ize the social organiza-
tion of climate change as 
a public moral issue to-
day.  
 

 

-Robin Bartram, North-
western University, 
"Going Easy and Go-
ing After: Building In-
spections and the Se-
lective Allocation of 
Code Violations" 
 
What motivated you to 
study this particular re-
search topic?  
 The project is a 
mixed-methods analysis 
of building inspections in 
Chicago.  I have long 
been fascinated by the 
conflation of buildings 
and the people who live 
within them, and the 
stakes of making as-
sumptions about people 
based on where the live.  
Building inspections of-
fered a case of this pro-
cess with implications for 
urban inequality.  In-
spectors interpret build-
ings (and their inhabit-

ants) for a living, and 
their interpretations 
shape the landscape of 
housing in cities: inspec-
tions can lead to court 
cases, fines, evictions, 
demolitions, as well as 
improvements to sub-
standard housing.   
 Early on in my field-
work – which entailed 
ride-alongs with inspec-
tors, neighborhood eth-
nography, and court-
room observations – I 
realized that inspectors 
have a great deal of dis-
cretion.  Yet, sociologists 
know next to nothing 
about how inspectors 
decide what counts as a 
building code violation, 
for example, or which 
buildings should be va-
cated or demolished.  To 
be sure, building inspec-
tors have a bad reputa-
tion as corrupt or mind-

less bureaucrats who 
cause headaches for all 
concerned.  And, in aca-
demic accounts, inspec-
tors appear as pawns in 
processes of uneven 
urban development, gen-
trification, and urban 
inequality. Yet, these 
views of inspectors exist 
with little empirical basis.   
 
What theoretical debates 
interest you the most, 
and how do you see 
your research contrib-
uting to them? 
 The main theoretical 
aim of my project is to 
advance the notion of 
city workers as urban 
intermediaries.  Paying 
more attention to these 
powerful actors under-
scores their multiplicity 
and heterogeneity within 
city governments, which 
sociologists often paint 
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as monolithic machines.  
We talk about urban poli-
cies, plans, and practic-
es, but it is these inter-
mediaries who imple-
ment these policies, en-
force regulations, and 
make cities work.  I pro-
vide a framework for 
understanding the poten-
tial and limitations of 
frontline actors to inter-
rupt and contest the con-
nections between every-
day decisions and ine-
quality.   
 I am also investing in 
bridging a gap between 
urban sociology and ma-
teriality studies.  I draw 
on both areas to demon-
strate how the relation-
ship between material 
conditions and their pro-
duction – in terms of ef-
fort and neglect – is  
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Cites as Sites and Driv-
ers of Organizational 
Action” at the European 
Group of Organizational 
Studies (EGOS) Collo-
quium 2019 
 
 We would like to invite 
you to submit your cur-
rent work to our sub-
theme on Cities as Sites 
and Drivers of Organiza-
tional Action (#43) at the 
EGOS Colloquium 2019, 
which will be held in Edin-
burgh on July 4–6, 2019 
(call for papers attached 
and online). 
 The sub-theme wel-
comes submissions of 
high-quality research on 
cities as arenas of and 
actors in organizing in-
vestigated from the per-
spectives of organization 
studies, management, 
sociology, geography, 
and political science, 
among others. While we 
have a preference for 
empirical, comparative 
research that neither rele-
gates cities to a passive 
backdrop of organization-
al behavior, nor treats 
organizations as a deri-
vate of local communities 
and markets, we are also 
open to other investiga-
tions on cities as sites 
and drivers of organiza-
tional action. This re-
search will likely analyze 
processes, such as 
branding, collaborating, 
competing, learning, par-
ticipating, and coordinat-
ing across sectors. 
More generally, we seek 
to convene scholars who 
study the interplay of or-
ganizations and cites, 
which we broadly under-
stand as place-based 

networks of people and 
organizations that share 
cultural norms, material 
resources, political regu-
lation, and social struc-
tures. 
 The deadline for short 
papers (3,000 words) is 
January 14, 2019, and 
you can find instructions 
on how to submit to the 
sub-theme at http://
egosnet.org/ in due 
course. Please do not 
hesitate to contact us if 
you have any questions. 
 We look forward to 
receiving your submis-
sions and to engaging in 
fruitful discussions on 
cities and organizations 
in Edinburgh. Sub-theme 
convenors: Christof 
Brandtner, Renate Mey-
er, and Silviya Svejenova 
 
 
The German Science 
Foundation (DFG) has 
just funded a 
new Collaborative Re-
search Centre on 
the “Re-Figuration of 
Spaces” (CRC 1265) for 
a first funding period of 
four years (2018–2021). 
The CRC aims at investi-
gating the comprehen-
sive processes of spatial 
reorganisation caused by 
digitalization, the intensi-
fying transnationalisation 
of the economy, radical 
changes in the global 
political geography, and 
the increasing global cir-
culation of people and 
goods since the late 
1960s. The CRC’s basic 
assumption is that as a 
result of the social trans-
formations usually re-
ferred to as globalization, 
the relationship between 

people and spaces is 
being renegotiated, rear-
ranged and transformed 
in complex ways. We 
start from the program-
matic assumption that 
complementary to the 
chronological accelera-
tion of communicative 
action also spatial pro-
cesses of mediatisation, 
polycontexturalisation 
and translocalisation 
play a central role in 
these processes. 
 Concerning social 
theory, the CRC “Re-
Figuration of Spaces” 
combines Norbert Elias’ 
figurational sociology 
with Martina Löw’s spa-
tial theory and Hubert 
Knoblauch’s theory on 
the communicative con-
struction of reality and is 
thus intrinsically histori-
cal and comparative. 
The overall architecture 
and research design 
aims at empirically ana-
lysing these spatial 
transformation process-
es in order to contribute 
to a better understanding 
of current social conflicts 
and uncertainties that 
threaten to destabilise 
societies. Research is 
organised into three ma-
jor project areas: 
“Knowledge of Space”, 
“Spaces of Communica-
tion” and “Circulation 
and Order”, each of 
which addresses differ-
ent angles and aspects 
of the key question how 
the current re-figurations 
unfold. 
 In order to achieve 
this goal, multiple spe-
cialized fields such as 
sociology, geography, 
architecture, media and 

communication studies, 
the arts, and planning 
cooperate which also 
opens up excellent op-
portunities to develop 
innovative methodolo-
gies in the study of 
space, and joint re-
search will hopefully help 
to flesh out the profile of 
future transdisciplinary 
spatial research. By in-
cluding architecture and 
planning issues into the 
analysis, the CRC hopes 
to be able to advance 
alternative models for 
the development of pub-
lic spaces. 
 The CRC’s Methods 
Lab aims at advancing 
spatial methods. The 
Lab currently focusses 
on mapping and visual 
methods; de-colonizing 
social science methodol-
ogy; and methodology of 
comparative historical 
research. 
 Amongst other activi-
ties, the CRC organizes 
an annual International 
Conference each Febru-
ary. The CRC’s First 
International Confer-
ence will address the 
topic “Re-Figuration of 
Spaces: Mediatization, 
Mobility, Globalization 
and Social Disloca-
tion” (February 20th – 
22nd, 2019). For further 
details, please contact 
CRC’s Academic Coordi-
nator and Managing Di-
rector, Dr. Nina Else-
mann (nina.elsemann 
@tu-berlin.de). 
 There is also 
a fellowship programme 
for international guest 
researchers which funds 
travelling and accommo-
dation costs. Due to the 
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nature of the research 
topic, we particularly 
invite researchers from 
Non-European countries 
to consider to apply for a 
fellowship. During their 
stay, fellows are ex-
pected to work with at 
least one of the CRC 
members and to give a 
workshop or lecture on a 
topic relevant to the 
CRC. Before application, 
aspiring fellows should 
contact the CRC’s Aca-
demic Coordinator and 

more important to in-
spectors than aesthetics 
of (dis)orderliness or the 
normative evaluations of 
social (dis)order.  In-
stead of disorder, in-
spectors assess build-
ings through a schema I 
call malign neglect.  This 
schema contrasts with 
the more common 
phrase “benign neglect,” 
and captures more inten-
tionality than social dis-
order, where the crea-
tors of that disorder re-
main indiscernible.  In-
spectors infer malign 
neglect through clues to 
negligence, maintenance 
out of proportion with 
financial status, bad rep-
utations of producers, 
and issues related to 
property owner disobedi-
ence and culpability.  
Conversely, inspectors 
laud homeowners who 
keep up with mainte-
nance despite not having 
much money, who are 
obedient or wrongly held 
accountable for building-

related issues, and who 
employ workers with 
good reputations.   
 Paradoxically, how-
ever, inspectors’ actions 
reproduce uneven land-
scapes of disorder.    
Inspectors’ logic of ma-
lign neglect means that 
they often force profes-
sional landlords to make 
repairs and pay fines, 
resulting in rent hikes 
and allowing for upscal-
ing and gentrification.  In 
contrast, they do not 
insist that low-income 
homeowners fix up their 
unmaintained buildings, 
meaning poorer neigh-
borhoods remain dilapi-
dated.  Thus, through 
the selective enforce-
ment of code violations, 
inspectors maintain dis-
order despite their alter-
native schemas.  My 
research illuminates 
mechanisms that main-
tain disorder as well as a 
process that challenges 
the universality of per-
ceptions of disorder. 

What surprises did you 
find as you conducted 
your fieldwork? 
 Although this theme 
cropped up very early on 
my fieldwork, it took me 
a long time to accept 
that inspectors were try-
ing to help out struggling 
minority homeowners.   
Existing literature would 
suggest that inspections 
would enact biased per-
ceptions of disorder or 
align with the growth 
machine.  But I found 
that inspectors in Chica-
go categorize the city 
according to the very 
disparities that urban 
policies produce; they go 
easy on low- and moder-
ate-income homeowners 
by not levying fines and 
not insisting they make 
repairs.  In contrast, in-
spectors go after profes-
sional landlords, wealthy 
homeowners, and spec-
ulators by nitpicking and 
dragging them through 
red tape.  I use quantita-
tive analysis of building 

Managing Director, Dr. 
Nina Elsemann (Tel: +49 
30 314 73787, nina. 
elsemann@tu-berlin.de) 
for details on the appli-
cation process. It is also 
recommended to contact 
an suitable member of 
the CRC (see http://
www.sfb1265.de/en/ for 
an overview) in order to 
discuss a possible col-
laboration and working 
plan for the stay. In addi-
tion, please consider to 
apply for a longer re-

search stay at the CRC 
via other funding agen-
cies (see https://
www.daad.de/
deutschland/stipendium/
datenbank/en/21148-
scholarship-
database/ for an over-
view). 
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violation data to show 
that my qualitative find-
ings are representative 
of patterns across the 
city and over time.  
 
What are some future 
directions for this pro-
ject?    
 An article stemming 
from this research is 
forthcoming in City and 
Community and I am 
working on a book man-
uscript.  My conclusions 
about urban intermediar-
ies and housing inequali-
ty also informed my new 
project, which compares 
disaster assistance in 
post-Katrina New Orle-
ans with financial sub-
sides for everyday is-
sues stemming from de-
ferred maintenance in 
Chicago.  The project 
investigates the effects 
of state investment in 
mundane structural re-
pairs to existing housing 
stock.  
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Oxford: Wiley-
Blackwell. 
 
-Xiangming Chen 
Trinity College and Fu-
dan University 
-Anthon M. Orum 
University of Illinois-
Chicago 
-Krista E. Paulsen 
University of North Flori-
da 
 
 The revised and up-
dated second edition of 
Introduction to Cities 
explores why cities are 
such a vital part of the 
human experience and 
how they shape our eve-
ryday lives. Written in 
engaging and accessible 
terms, Introduction to 
Cities examines the 
study of cities through 
two central concepts: 
that cities are places, 
where people live, form 
communities, and estab-
lish their own identities, 
and that they are spac-
es, such as the inner city 
and the suburb, that of-
fer a way to configure 
and shape the material 
world and natural envi-
ronment. 
 Introduction to Cities 
covers the theory of cit-
ies from an historical 
perspective right through 
to the most recent theo-
retical developments. 
The authors offer a bal-
anced account of life in 
cities and explore both 
positive and negative 
themes. In addition, the 
text takes a global ap-
proach, with examples 
ranging from Berlin and 
Chicago to Shanghai 
and Mumbai. The book 
is extensively illustrated 

local, national and global 
scale. 
 Bringing together 
voices from around the 
world, this Handbook 
provides an interdiscipli-
nary view of the changes 
that are happening in 
emerging cities, examin-
ing a range of topics 
from both theoretical and 
empirical perspectives. 
With chapters covering 
changes in urban econo-
mies, social dynamics, 
and emerging technolo-
gy this Handbook radi-
cally rethinks the dynam-
ics of cities in the 21st 
century, including those 
in the global south. 
 The Handbook of 
Emerging 21st-Century 
Cities is an important 
addition to the literature, 
and is a useful resource 
for students of geogra-
phy, economics, sociolo-
gy, anthropology and 
urban planning. Its in-
sights will also be of val-
ue for public administra-
tors and urban planners, 
and anyone else whose 
work impacts on, or is 
impacted by, cities. 

Introduction to Cities: 
How Place and Space 
Shape Human Experi-
ence. 2018. 2nd ed. 

norms of their immigrant 
families with the more 
liberal ideals of the west-
ern societies that they 
live in, and how they 
deal with these issues 
through mobilization and 
political incorporation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Handbook of Emerging 
21st Century Cities. 
2018. Northampton, 
MA; Elgar. 
 
-Kris Bezdecny, ed. 
California State Universi-
ty, Los Angeles 
-Kevin Archer 
Central Washington Uni-
versity 
 
 The majority of the 
world's population now 
live in cities, nearly a 
quarter of which boast 
populations of one mil-
lion or more. The rise of 
globalisation has granted 
cities unprecedented 
significance, both politi-
cally and economically, 
leading to benefits and 
problems at national and 
international levels. The 
Handbook of Emerging 
21st-Century Cities ex-
plores the changes that 
are occurring in cities, 
and the impacts that 
they are having, at the 

Growing Up Muslim in 
Europe and the United 
States. 2018. New 
York: Routledge. 
 
- Medhi Bozorgmehr, ed. 
City University of New 
York 
-Philip Kasinitz, ed. 
City University of New 
York 
 
 This volume brings 
together scholarship 
from two different, and 
until now, largely sepa-
rate literatures—the 
study of the children of 
immigrants and the 
study of Muslim minority 
communities—in order to 
explore the changing 
nature of ethnic identity, 
religious practice, and 
citizenship in the con-
temporary western 
world. With attention to 
the similarities and differ-
ences between the Euro-
pean and American ex-
periences of growing up 
Muslim, the contributing 
authors ask what it 
means for young people 
to be both Muslim and 
American or European, 
how they reconcile 
these, at times, conflict-
ing identities, how they 
reconcile the religious 
and gendered cultural 
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with updated maps, 
charts, tables, and pho-
tographs. 
 This new edition also 
includes a new section 
on urban planning as 
well as new chapters on 
cities as contested spac-
es, exploring power and 
politics in an urban con-
text. It contains; infor-
mation on the status of 
poor and marginalized 
groups and the impact of 
neoliberal policies; mate-
rial on gender and sexu-
ality; and presents a 
greater range of geogra-
phies with more attention 
to European, Latin 
American, and African 
cities. 

Legitimacy: Ethno 
graphic and Theoreti-
cal Insights. 2019. New 
York: Palgrave. 
 
-Italo Pardo, ed.  
- Giuliana B.Prato, ed. 
 
 Global in scope, this 
original and thought-
provoking collection ap-
plies new theory on legit-
imacy and legitimation to 
urban life. An informed 
reflection on this com-
paratively new topic in 
anthropology in relation 
to morality, action, law, 

politics and governance 
is both timely and inno-
vative, especially as 
worldwide discontent 
among ordinary people 
grows. The ethnograph-
ically-based analyses 
offered here range from 
banking to neighbour-
hoods, from poverty to 
political action at the 
grassroots. They recog-
nize the growing gap 
between the rulers and 
the ruled with particular 
attention to the morality 
of what is right as op-
posed to what is legal. 
This book is a unique 
contribution to social 
theory, fostering discus-
sion across the many 
boundaries of anthropo-
logical and sociological 
studies. 

The Urban World. 2018. 
11

th
 ed. New York: Ox-

ford University Press. 
 
-J. John Palen 
Virginia Commonwealth 
University 
 
 Textbooks are not 
always reviewed, but 
when a book remains 
the most adopted urban 
text for over four dec-
ades it suggests examin-
ing why the book retains 
its wide acceptance. 

Why has The Urban 
World continued to pro-
vide generations of stu-
dents their first exposure 
to urban sociology and 
urban studies? Perhaps 
The Urban World has 
been successful be-
cause, as the revised 
and updated eleventh 
version shows, it contin-
ues to expose students 
to the evolving patterns 
and structures of urban 
life. The overall organi-
zation of the book has 
remained constant, while 
new editions devote at-
tention to important de-
veloping urban spatial, 
social, and political de-
velopments. For the 
eleventh edition new 
topics include: discuss-
ing how tech firms such 
as Google and Apple are 
responding to millenni-
als’ preference for city 
life by greatly expanding 
their urban footprints, the 
growing interest in Tiny 
Houses, the urban im-
pact of the Black Lives 
Matter and the #MeToo 
movements, the latest 
data on changes in ur-
ban demographics, and 
the consequences for 
persons of color of the 
Trump administration’s 
actions such as revoca-
tion of The Dream Act. 
 There is also new 
discussion of the impact 
of hurricanes on Hou-
ston, Florida, and Puerto 
Rico, the greening of 
American cities, and the 
worldwide explosion of 
sharable bike plans. The 
last is something the 
author proposed in The 
Urban World’s first edi-
tion with his “share-a-

bike” plan (Beijing now 
has a record 2.4 million 
sharable rental bikes). 
The Urban World was 
the first urban text to 
include chapters on 
world-wide changes, and 
in the latest edition there 
is discussion of major 
international develop-
ments. These include: 
India’s population being 
likely to surpass that of 
China within five years, 
China’s moving some 
250 million rural people 
into newly built mega-
cities by 2025, and the 
oil-rich Persian Gulf 
states building new mi-
rage-like cutting–edge 
cities where the desert 
meets the gulf. 
 The Urban World has 
been trusted by many 
cohorts of instructors for 
being academically com-
prehensive, balanced, 
up-to-date, and being a 
work where the students 
actually do the assigned 
readings. In the final par-
agraph of the new edi-
tion Palen says that he 
remains optimistic re-
garding the urban future. 
He says cities are now 
livelier than they have 
been in fifty years, at-
tracting baby boomers, 
millennials, and gen Z 
residents. He notes that 
predicting the future is 
always problematical, 
but what is certain is that 
we live in what is clearly 
now an urban world.  



Portraits of Gentrifica-
tion: When Neighbor-
hood Change Becomes 
News 
 
-Zawadi Rucks-Ahidiana 
University of California, 
Berkeley 
 
Committee 
Claude Fischer 
Margaret Weir 
Sandra Smith 
Carolina Reid 
 
 The term gentrifica-
tion was coined in the 
mid-1960s to describe 
the process by which 
neighborhoods changed 
from predominately low-
income to middle-class. 
While the term has ex-
panded in usage in the 
academy, we know little 
about what gentrification 
means in its every day 
use. In this study, I in-
vestigate the representa-
tions of gentrification by 
one cultural institution, 
the media, to understand 
the depictions that con-
tribute to public opinions, 
attitudes, and assump-
tions about what the 
term means, who is af-
fected, and what is driv-
ing the change. Using 
data from 4 newspapers 
published in Baltimore, 
Maryland and San Fran-
cisco, California between 
1990 and 2014, and 
Census data, I found 
that the news media rep-
licates and reinforces 
racial and class hierar-
chies in its representa-
tions of gentrification by 
reflecting the patterns of 
uneven (re)development 
of the past and present, 
and reinforcing stereo-

types of racial and class 
groups. Gentrification 
was frequently associat-
ed with poor and black 
neighborhoods in articles 
from both cities to de-
scribe new and state-led 
development, which was 
generally described posi-
tively by journalists and 
their sources. In con-
trast, residential and 
commercial changes 
were most often catego-
rized as gentrification for 
working-class and white 
ethnic neighborhoods in 
Baltimore, and diverse 
and Latino neighbor-
hoods in San Francisco 
and described negative-
ly. These differences 
reflect both the history 
and current patterns of 
(dis)investment by racial 
and class demographics 
in the cities and the influ-
ence of racial and class-
based stereotypes on 
the opinions of journal-
ists and their sources. 
 
Race, Ethnicity, and 
the Great Recession: A 
National Evaluation of 
Mortgages and Sub-
prime Lending, 2004-
2010 
 
-Meghan M. O'Neil 
State University of New 
York at Albany 
 
Committee 
Nancy A. Denton, chair 
Scott J. South 
Sam Friedman  
 
 Race-based mort-
gage practices have 
been well documented, 
but this analysis uncov-
ers perhaps for the first 
time, that neighborhood 

racial ethnic change has 
an influence on mort-
gage outcomes, above 
and beyond direct appli-
cant and static neighbor-
hood minority popula-
tion. Pre-and-post reces-
sion immigration pat-
terns resulting in bur-
geoning Latino and 
Asian populations 
sparked an arena in 
which lenders dispropor-
tionately withheld mort-
gage capital. To isolate 
neighborhood racial 
change as the causal 
mechanism through 
which race influences 
mortgage outcomes, 
multilevel models are 
estimated that confirm 
the causal effect of mi-
nority growth on mort-
gage outcomes within 
neighborhoods. Mort-
gage outcomes in the 
top 100 U.S. metropoli-
tan areas are regressed 
on measures of black, 
Hispanic, and Asian 
neighborhood population 
growth while controlling 
for market, household, 
and neighborhood level 
variables including 
house price-to-income 
ratios, average credit 
scores, loan type and 
terms, assimilation, and 
socioeconomic status. In 
efforts to provide more 
robust evidence of dis-
criminatory mortgage 
patterns using this large 
dataset and multilevel 
modeling, mortgage out-
comes are also re-
gressed on applicant 
race and neighborhood 
racial composition. Evi-
dence of Fair Housing 
Act violations and dis-
parate impact towards 

minority home buyers 
and minority neighbor-
hoods was uncovered. 
Results lend support for 
spatial assimilation theo-
ries in explaining much 
of the white/Asian gap 
and Non-Hispanic white/
Hispanic gap. Notable 
gaps remain between 
blacks and whites that 
are better explained by 
the place stratification 
model. Both before and 
after the recession, 
blacks were more likely 
to receive subprime 
mortgages and Asians 
less likely. Women were 
two percentage points 
less likely to obtain their 
mortgage relative to men 
and significantly more 
likely to be offered, and, 
to accept subprime mort-
gage terms. Unequal 
disbursement of mort-
gage capital by race and 
gender is likely to per-
petuate intergenerational 
inequality and stagnate 
mobility for low-income 
Americans, especially 
among black mortgage 
applicants who are al-
most twice as likely to be 
female relative to white, 
Asian, and Hispanic 
home buyers. The re-
search concludes that 
neighborhood racial 
change and gender 
ought to be added to the 
debate on unequal ac-
cess to mortgage credit.  

NEW DISSERTATIONS  

Page 20 Volume 32 Number 1  



●William Holt, Birming-
ham-Southern College, 
published “Backpedaling 
in Birmingham” in Metro-
politques. https://
www.metropolitiques.eu/
spip.php?page=print&id 
_article=1309 
  
 Despite the 2017 
election of progressive, 
black mayors in major 
southern cities, citizens 
who supported these 
candidates learned 
quickly that the new 
mayoral agendas looked 
very similar to the old 
regimes’. In Birmingham, 
Alabama the election of 
Randall Woodfin result-
ed in city funds being 
utilized for a new down-
town stadium, grants to 
build restaurants and 
funds to assist a tech 
private company to lure 
talent to the city. Howev-
er, local residents who 
supported his progres-
sive agenda to improve 
neighborhoods and qual-
ity of life are wondering 
what happened. When 
Woodfin supported a 
proposal for a $2.5 mil-
lion, four block, bike trail 
while local potholes are 
being filled with red clay, 
residents began to won-
der he if was backpedal-
ing in Birmingham.  
 
●Kevin Loughran, 
James R. Elliott, and S. 
Wright Kennedy (Rice 
University) published 
“Urban Ecology in the 
Time of Climate Change: 
Houston, Flooding, and 
the Case of Federal Buy-
outs” in Social Currents. 
 
 This study proposes 

a shift in sociology’s ap-
proach to urban ecology. 
Rather than foreground 
the social ecologies that 
captivated the Chicago 
and Los Angeles 
Schools, we join and 
extend more recent ef-
forts to engage environ-
mental ecologies that 
successively intersect 
with those social ecolo-
gies over time. To 
ground our approach, we 
focus on areas of urban 
flooding where federally 
subsidized buyouts of 
residential properties 
have occurred over re-
cent decades. Drawing 
on data from Houston, 
Texas, we locate where 
these buyout zones have 
emerged and how their 
social ecologies have 
changed in ways that 
feed back to influence 
the number of local buy-
outs that occur. Results 
indicate that Houston’s 
buyout zones have an 
identifiable social ecolo-
gy that has shifted over 
time, primarily from white 
to Hispanic working-
class settlement as the 
city has grown and be-
come more racially and 
ethnically diverse. Re-
sults also show that the 
extent to which this ra-
cial succession has oc-
curred powerfully pre-
dicts subsequent num-
bers of buyouts in the 
area. Implications for 
developing an enhanced 
urban ecology for the 
twenty-first century are 
discussed. 
 
●Victoria Reyes, Uni-
versity of California, Riv-
erside published 

“Ethnographic Toolkit: 
Strategic Positionality 
and Researchers’ Visible 
and Invisible Tools in 
Field Research” Ethnog-
raphy, published online 
first October 25, 2018: 
https://doi.org/10.1177/ 
1466138118805121 
 
 For many, reflexivity 
is a core tenet in qualita-
tive research. Often, 
scholars focus on how 
one or two of their socio-
demographic traits com-
pare to their participants 
and how it may influence 
field dynamics. Re-
search that incorporates 
an intersectionality per-
spective, which brings 
attention to how people’s 
multiple identities are 
entwined, also has a 
long history. Yet, re-
searchers tend to pay 
less attention to how we 
strategically draw on our 
multiple social positions 
in the course of field 
work. Drawing on data I 
have collected over the 
past several years and 
extending recent socio-
logical work that goes 
beyond a reflexive ac-
counting of one or two of 
researchers’ demo-
graphic characteristics, I 
argue that each re-
searcher has their own 
ethnographic toolkit from 
which they strategically 
draw. It consists of re-
searchers’ visible (e.g., 
race/ethnicity) and invisi-
ble tools (e.g., social 
capital) and ties qualita-
tive methodologies to 
research on how culture 
is strategically and in-
consistently used. 
 

●Anthony James Wil-
liams, UCLA, pub-
lished “Why Black Wom-
en Organizers Need to 
Care for Themselves 
and Each Other - and 
How They Can Do It. 
Link: https://scholars.org/
brief/why-black-women-
organizers-need-care-
themselves-and-each-
other-and-how-they-can-
do-it 
 
 Social movement 
scholarship assesses 
effective male organizers 
while actively neglecting 
how sexism, racism, and 
queer antagonism affect 
Black women social 
movement organizers. 
Shifting the focus from 
heterosexual white male 
leaders, this brief defines 
self-care, collective-care, 
and their importance 
among Black women 
organizers in the 
#BlackLivesMatter net-
work. My findings sug-
gest that self-care and 
collective care are es-
sential to the longevity of 
their health and the 
movement. However, an 
organizer’s basic 
needs—food, shelter, 
water— must be met 
before self and/or collec-
tive care are considered. 
This brief describes four 
issues that need to be 
addressed in order to 
support self- and collec-
tive-care for Black wom-
en leaders. 
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Inequalities and Social Justice in the 21st Century City 
ASA pre-conference hosted by the Community and Urban Sociology Section 

 
 The ASA Community and Urban Sociology Section is pleased to announce a one-day 
conference on Inequalities and Social Justice in the 21st Century City to be held on Fri-
day, August 9, 2019 at New York University’s Robert F. Wagner School of Public Service. 
Researchers will present projects in different thematic panels throughout the day and the 
conference will also host graduate student roundtables, where graduate students get the 
chance to meet and receive feedback from more senior scholars. 
 Throughout the world, cities have become sites of the most extreme manifestations of 
social and economic polarization. In the United States, for example, as cities are experi-
encing “revitalization” in the forms of increased in-migration and investment, they are 
simultaneously setting records for unaffordability and homelessness, while racial segre-
gation has remained stubbornly persistent.  And similar dynamics are present in large 
cities throughout Europe. In some cities in the Global South, spectacular forms of wealth 
have come to coexist with stark poverty. In many cities, new and old inequalities have 
combined with vulnerability to climate events to produce new forms of environmental 
injustice. The mechanisms driving these new inequalities are myriad– from the growing 
interconnectedness of the global economy to the financialization of urban economies— 
even if their consequences are not well understood.  Even less-well understood are the 
ways that cities can provide the staging grounds for alternatives that reduce or mitigate 
these inequalities, or produce social justice.  Yet, across the political spectrum, city-based 
alternatives have captured the imagination as providing a meaningful sites for connec-
tion, integration, and democracy. Whether we are speaking of progressive administra-
tions, social movements, innovative policies, pragmatic leadership, or action on climate 
change, cities have emerged for many authors as a privileged site for innovative action 
and emergent social justice.   
 In keeping with the 2019 ASA Theme, Engaging Social Justice, we invite urban schol-
ars to critically reflect on new and old urban inequalities and also on their alternatives.  
Seldom does the scholarship on inequalities interact with the literature on alternatives, 
and here we invite that dialogue.  Is a socially-just city possible?  We welcome scholars 
engaging mainly with research on inequality as well as those principally focused on alter-
natives, with the aim of developing conversation across and within these scholarly com-
munities. This one-day conference will bring together members of the ASA Community 
and Urban Sociology Section as well as other scholars studying these—and many other—
compounding urban issues. New York City is a particularly interesting context in which to 
have these conversations, given its diversity, inequality, and history of social justice poli-
tics. We encourage papers that focus on: 
 
Spatial segregation 
Gentrification and neighborhood change 
Markets and urban inequality 
Race, class, gender, and intersecting inequalities in urban areas 
Housing access and affordability  
Climate change and environmental justice  
Urban resilience 
Crime, policing and alternatives  
Participation and urban inequalities 
Municipalism and its limits 
Urban social movements and new urban inequalities 
Policy alternatives to emergent forms of urban inequality 

 
While we pose our agenda relative to the idea of the city, we welcome intersecting re-
search on suburban, rural, and online communities, in recognition that inequalities do, 
and social justice must, cross all boundaries.  Extended abstracts should be submitted to 
cuss2019conference@gmail.com by March 30, 2019, with the subject line “Abstract sub-
missions.”  Participants would be asked to register and pay an onsite registration fee of 
$20 for faculty and $10 for graduate students. Lunch will be provided. 
Organizing Committee:  Gianpaolo Baiocchi (NYU), Kiara Douds (NYU), Rachel Dwyer 
(OSU), Jacob Faber (NYU), Davon Norris (OSU), and Gerard Torrats-Espinosa (NYU).  
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