
gy consumption and con-
taining sprawl under the 
rubric of sustainability 
(i.e. smart growth/smart 
cities).  The article notes 
that activist mobilization 
against such issues as 

water and electric meters, 
land-use controls, rapid 
transport, conserving 
farmland, has been grow-
ing and that it has been  

Chair, page 2 

The state ranks dead last 
in the country in job crea-
tion over the past year.  
In September FBI agents 
raided the home of Cyn-
thia Archer, who held a 
top spot in the governor’s 
office when she served 
as Milwaukee County 
executive and followed 
Walker to work in state 
government after last No-
vember's election.  She 
resigned the following 
day, and the Walker cam-
paign announced that 
that it had paid nearly 
$60,000 to retain a for-
mer U.S. Attorney Steven 
Biskupic for assistance in 
responding to a subpoe-
na for campaign emails 
shortly before last year’s 
November election. The 
deputy chief of staff to the 
governor in his previous 
position as Milwaukee 
County executive  is 
charged with four felony 

counts of misconduct in 
office for illegal cam-
paigning while working for 
the county; another staff 
member facing similar 
charges pleaded guilty to 
two misdemeanor charg-
es and  agreed to provide 
information for a further 
investigation into 
"destruction of digital evi 
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C h a i r ’ s  M e s s a g e  

L i l y  H o f f m a n ,  C U N Y / C C N Y  

 A recent article in The 
New York Times de-
scribed protests across 
the country by Tea Party 
activists against a variety 
of state and local projects 
directed at reducing ener-

 
Ray Hutchinson          
University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay 

 "If I show a certain 
spirit now and then which 
may seem to cloud my 
judgment as to certain 
matters herein contained, 
I crave the reader's par-
don on the score that I, a 
wandering student, seek-
ing knowledge, came 
knocking at the gates of 
the great University of 
Wisconsin, and it took me 
in, filled me with inspira-
tion, and when I left its 
doors the kindly people of 
the state stretched out 
welcoming hands and 
gave me a man's work to 
do" (Charles McCarthy, 
The Wisconsin Idea, 
1912). 

 In March of 2012 the 
State of Wisconsin lost 
4,300 private sector jobs.  

Wisconsin protestors at a 

rally in Madison. 



particularly successful in 
Tea Party states. 
 Tea Party activists 
have tied sustainability 
efforts to Agenda 21, a 
United Nations resolution 
adopted at the Earth 
Summit in Rio (1992) by 
178 governments and 
described on the UN 
website as  “a compre-
hensive plan of action to 
be taken globally, nation-
ally and locally by organi-
zations of the UN Sys-
tem, Governments and 
Major Groups in every 
area in which human im-
pacts on the environ-
ment.”  At the local level, 
Agenda 21 calls for com-
munities to come togeth-
er and formulate their 
own local Agenda 21.  A 
planning guide--The Lo-
cal Agenda 21 Planning 
Guide: An Introduction to 
Sustainable Develop-
ment—has been put out 
by The International 
Council for Local Environ-
mental Initiatives (ICLEI) 
together with the UN En-
vironmental Program. 
 Introduced as a con-
spiracy theory by Glenn 
Beck and spotlighted by 
Republican candidate 
Newt Gingrich in the fall 
debates, the Republican 
Party adopted a resolu-
tion against “the destruc-
tive and insidious nature” 
of the UN Agenda 21 in 
January 2012, stating 
that it represents  
“extreme environmental-
ism, social engineering 
and global political con-
trol.” The resolution ar-
gues that Agenda 21 
views “the American way 
of life of private property 
ownership, single family 

should be supported  is 
not the issue.   The prob-
lem is that activist mobili-
zation has begun to scare
-off urban planners, local 
officials, and non-profits 
concerned with sustaina-
bility. Most importantly, it 
has begun to stifle dis-
cussion of the costs and 
benefits of a given pro-
ject.       
 In the Fall 2010 CUSS 
Newsletter (23:1), I wrote: 

“Looking ahead, we need 
to examine the burgeon-
ing interest in sustainable 
development and sustain-
able cities.  Sustainability 
has become the new 
buzz word—a wrapper for 
all sorts of policies and 
projects…. we need a 
more critical assessment 
of the academic and ap-
plied issues.”   

 Given escalating right-
wing attacks on cities and 
planning under the rubric 
of sustainability, we may 
need to add a more overt 
political dimension to this 
agenda.  

 

homes, private car own-
ership and individual trav-
el choices and privately 
owned farms as destruc-
tive to the environment;” 
that its concern with so-
cial justice represents 
“socialist/communist re-
distribution of wealth;” 
and that its call for inter-
national as well as na-
tional associations to co-
ordinate around common 
standards is a threat to 
national sovereignty.
 Looking at online 
blogs and news articles 
on Agenda 21, one can 
see that this movement is 
having an impact on com-
munities and urbanization 
as well as urban plan-
ning.  In an increasing 
number of cases, activ-
ists have been able to 
stop the expansion of 
public transit routes as 
well as new rapid transit 
development, bike-
sharing programs, bike-
lanes and pedestrian are-
as on public streets, 
plans that encourage 
dense development 
around transit hubs, pro-
jects to reduce carbon 
footprints, smart meters 
and energy audits, pier 
construction in communi-
ties in low-lying coastal 
areas, historic preserva-
tion, programs to pre-
serve open space. The 
list goes on.    
 The context is gener-
alized conservative fears 
regarding the extension 
of government, central-
ized planning, the loss of 
private property, and US 
sovereignty, however, the 
impact is typically specific 
and local. Whether or not 
these are  projects that 
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“The context is 
generalized 

conservative fears 
regarding the 
extension of 
government, 

centralized planning, 
the loss of private 
property, and US 

sovereignty, 
however, the impact 
is typically specific 

and local.” 
-Lily Hoffman 
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movement in the U.S. 
and internationally. 
 Also, take look at Ja-
ponica Brown-Saracino’s 
article on CUSS member-
ship issues. With the re-
negotiated City & Com-
munity contract last year, 
the section needs to ad-
dress declining member-

 This edition focuses 
on the re-emergence of 
social  activism in the 
U.S.  Ray Hutchinson’s 
feature article looks at the 
Wisconsin gubernatorial 
re-call campaign. In her 
Chair’s Message Lily 
Hoffman discusses  the 
sustainable development 
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SECTION MEMBERSHIP  

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e  

W i l l i a m  H o l t ,  S o u t h e r n  C o n n e c t i c u t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  

Japonica Brown-
Saracino        
Boston University     
CUSS Secretary/
Treasurer  

 As of February 28, 
2012 our section had 517 
registered members.  This 
figure reflects a loss of 
more than 50 members 
since January 31, 2011, 
and of 179 members 
since September 30, 
2011.  [See Figure 1 on 
CUSS membership trends 
since 2000].   
 Our membership num-
bers will likely increase 
before the upcoming ASA 
Conference registration 

deadline, and we are not 
the only ASA section to 
have lost members in 
2012.  However, there are 
two reasons why I wish to 
bring our decline to the 
attention of our members.  
First, in recent months we 
have lost a greater num-
ber of members than 
most ASA sections.  Se-
cond, and more im-
portantly, we have greater 
incentive than most sec-
tions to maintain our 
membership numbers.  
 Our contract with 
Wiley-Blackwell, who 
publishes City & Commu-
nity for the section, man-
dates that we maintain a 

section membership of at 
least 550.   If our mem-
bership falls below that 
mark, our section dues 
will have to increase to 
cover the missing journal 
revenue.  Obviously, this 
is something we want to 
avoid.     
 What can you do?  
Our section officers and 
our Membership Commit-
tee, chaired by Andrew 
Deener, have been in 
conversation about possi-
ble solutions, and we 
urge you to, first and fore-
most, renew your section 
membership if you have 
not already done so.  Se-
cond, we ask that you 

encourage your col-
leagues to renew their 
memberships or to join 
our section.  You might 
especially encourage any 
of your colleagues whose 
research engages ques-
tions or subject matter 
central to the community 
and urban sociology tradi-
tion, but who primarily 
identify with another sub-
field and therefore have 
not yet joined our section.  
Finally, faculty members 
might consider sponsor-
ing a graduate student 
membership.  Students 
currently pay $26 for 
membership in CUSS and 
a subscription to City & 
Community.  Faculty can 
either sponsor a specific 
student’s membership or 
make a general donation 
to our section’s student 
membership costs by 
sending a check and a 
note indicating the section 
to which you are donating 
and the student(s) you 
wish to sponsor to: Ameri-
can Sociological Associa-
tion, C/O Sections, 1430 
K Street NW, Suite 600, 
Washington DC, 20002.  
Supporting student mem-
berships not only promis-
es to address our mem-
bership concerns, but 
also encourages stu-
dents’ long-term engage-
ment with our section and 
our journal.      
 Members’ comments 
and suggestions regard-
ing our membership fig-
ures and goals are, of 
course, welcome.  We 
look forward to working 
together to ensure the 
continued success and 
vitality of our section. 

ship roles and ways to 
attract new members.  
 Please contact me if 
you have any questions, 
comments or sugges-
tions for future editions 
of the CUSS Newslet-
ter. You may reach me  
at holtiiiw1@southernct. 
edu. 
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•Association for Applied 
and Clinical Sociology 
Annual Meeting  will be 
held October 4-6, 2012 at 
the Hyatt Regency Down-
town, Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin.  The theme is: 
"Clinical and Applied So-
ciology: Doing It Our 
Way." The Keynote 
Speaker is Dr. William 
Julius Wilson. Dr. Shel-
don-Ekland Olson, from 
the University of Texas, 
will be our Friday morning 
plenary speaker and Dr. 
Stephen Richards, a Con-
vict Criminologist at U.W. 
Oshkosh, will serve as 
our Saturday morning 
plenary speaker.   
 This year we're meet-
ing in Milwaukee which 
has a fascinating past, 
starting from the times of 
the Native American 
tribes who called it a 
"good, beautiful, and 
pleasant land," to the first 
half of the 20th century 
when it was the hub of 
the socialist movement in 
the United States, to the 
present, where the Histor-
ic Third Ward is home to 
over 450 businesses like 
specialty shops, restau-
rants, art galleries and 
theatre groups, and crea-
tive businesses.  For 
more information, visit 
www.aacsnet.net 

•2012 University of  
Chicago Urban Forums: 
Modeling Local Area 
Processes: Theories, 
Methods, and Model 
May 18, 2012, 9 AM to 5 
PM at the University of 
Chicago Gleacher Center, 
450 North Cityfront Plaza 
Drive, Chicago, IL  
 This conference will 

bring together sociolo-
gists, epidemiologists, 
psychologists, demogra-
phers, economists, and 
other social scientists 
concerned with the rela-
tionship between social 
behavior and space to 
address the theoretical, 
methodological, and 
substantive questions 
surrounding what are 
broadly understood as 
local context effects. The 
goal of this event is to 
identify some of the best 
models of processes of 
local contextual effects, 
assess how they com-
plement each other, and 
advance the field 
through articulation and 
implementation of theory 
to integrate these with 
each other. Accordingly, 
the conference is orga-
nized around four 
themes: theoretical per-
spectives, methodologi-
cal perspectives, social 
and cultural mecha-
nisms, and spatial and 
network mechanisms.  
 Please contact Caro-
line Ouwerkerk, Project 
Manager, the University 
of Chicago Urban Net-
work at 773-702-5116 or 
CRO@UChicago.edu for 
more information. 
 •2012 International 
Visual Sociology Asso-
ciation Conference, 
July 9-11 at St. Francis 
College, Brooklyn 
Heights, New York “Re-
Visualizing The City” that 
aims to explore an array 
of contemporary visuali-
zations of the "city" and 
re-imagine it as a social-
scape with transforma-
tive potential. A broad 

assortment of visual re-
search and/or presenta-
tions that represent a 
range of disciplinary lean-
ings, interpretations, crea-
tive juxtapositions and 
analogies are invited. 
Submissions by authors 
at all stages of their pro-
fessional life and visual 
work are welcome. For 
further information and 
online submissions visit: 
http://
www.visualsociology.org/  

•Urban Studies is a well 
regarded, peer-reviewed, 
international journal of 
social science and urban/
regional planning contri-
butions to the fields of 
urban studies. CUSS 
member Mike Timberlake 
is one of the two North 
American editors of this 
rather editorially decen-
tralized journal, and is 
assigned manuscripts to 
shepherd through the 
review process, from in-
viting reviewers, prodding 
them to complete re-
views, to overseeing the 
final decision. He is usu-
ally assigned manuscripts 
by North American schol-
ars which deal with schol-
arship other than eco-
nomic geography or ur-
ban economics—the oth-
er North American editor 
gets (economist Andrejs 
Skaburskis) gets those. 
At 1.513, the journal has 
a reasonably strong im-
pact factor (2010) and 
ranks among the top half 
dozen “urban studies” 
journals, according to 
Sage, which is the pub-
lisher. Forthcoming arti-
cles are published online 
ahead of the hard copy. 

The 2012 ASA 
Annual Conference 
will be held in 
Denver, Colorado 
from August 17-20.  

https://owamail.calu.edu/OWA/redir.aspx?C=94db337c5d274ec88fb115d3de302b79&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.aacsnet.net%2f
http://www.visualsociology.org/
http://www.visualsociology.org/
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CUSS will host three 
open sessions as 
well as the referred 
roundtables at the 
2012 ASA Meetings 
in Denver.  
 

•Terry Nichols Clark, 
University of Chicago, 
announces four new 
publications: 1) Daniel 
Silver, Terry Nichols 
Clark, Chris Graziul, 
“Scenes, Innovation, and 
Urban Development,” 
Handbook of Creative 
Cities. Edited by David 
Emanuel Anderson, Åke 
E. Andersson, Charlotta 
Mellander.  Cheltenham, 
UK • Northampton, MA, 
USA: Edward Elgar, 
2011, pp. 229-258. 2) 
Stephen Sawyer, T.N. 
Clark, and others. Une 
cartographie culturelle 
de Paris-Métropole. Pour 
l’équipe de L’Université 
Américaine de Paris, et 
du Magistère d’Amé-
nagement de Paris-1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne. 
149 pp. In French and 
English with many splen-
did graphics/maps of 
Paris amenities, scenes 
dimensions, etc., 3)
Video on Paris Scenes, 
Producer Steve Sawyer, 
Director Joe Lu-
kawski,  Paris Scenes, 
Art de Vivre, Bobo, Un-
derground, http://jo-
lkawski.wordpress.com/2
010/12/17/paris-
underground-exploring-
urban-scenes/   27 
minutes, and 4) T.N. 
Clark and Stephen Saw-
yer, “Villes créatives ou 
voisinages dy-
namiques?  Développe-
ment métropolitain et 
ambiances urbaines,” 
L’Observatoire, La revue 
des politiques cul-
turelles, No. 36, Winter 
2009-2010, pp. 44-49.     

 

gy. 38(1): 101-116. Jan-
uary 2012. and 3) Go-
tham, Kevin Fox. 2011. 
"Theorizing Carnival: 
Mardi Gras as Per-
ceived, Conceived, and 
Lived Space" Alienation 
and the Carnivalization 
of Society. Edited by 
Jerome Braun and Lau-
ren Langman. New York 
and London: Routledge. 
2011.  

•James R. Hudson has 
become the Research 
Director for the Melos 
Institute. The Institute is 
an independent nonprofit 
think tank that brings 
together a multi-
disciplinary, multigenera-
tional group of profes-
sionals to identify new 
and better approaches to 
association manage-
ment. Its current re-
search priorities include: 
studying the emergence 
and development of 
membership-based or-
ganizations as well as 
the dynamics and di-
mensions of member 
engagement. One di-
mension of engagement 
is considering these or-
ganizations as communi-
ties. The Institute is in-
terested in connecting 
with others who are in-
vestigating the communi-
ty within organizations or 
who are familiar with 
research in this area. 
www.melosinstitute.org.  

•Jerry Krause, CUNY-
Brooklyn College, pub-
lished a couple of arti-
cles of interest: Jerome 
Krase and Timothy 
Shortell, “Seeing Differ-
ence: Spatial Semiotics 

•Flora Cornelia, Iowa 
State University, has pub-
lished two new research 
documents: 1) Ashwill, 
M.. C.B. Flora and 
J.L.Flora. 2011. Building 
Community Resilience to 
Climate Change: Testing 
the Adaptation Coalition 
Framework in Latin Amer-
ica. Washington, D.C.: 
World Bank http://

siteresources.worldbank.org/
EXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT/
Resources/244362-
1232059926563/5747581-
1239131985528/Adaptation-
Coalition-Framework-Latin-

America_web.pdf  2) Ashwill, 
M.,, J.L. Flora and C.B. 
Flora. 2011. The Adapta-
tion Coalition Toolkit: 
Building Community Re-
silience to Climate 
Change. Washington, 
D.C.: World Bank http://

siteresources.worldbank.org/
EXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT/
Resources/244362-
1232059926563/5747581-
1239131985528/Adaptation-
Coalition-Toolkit_Building-
Community-Resilience-Climate-
Change_web.pdf 

•Kevin Fox Gotham, 
Tulane University, an-
nounced three new publi-
cations: 1) Gotham, Kevin 
Fox. 2012. “Make It 
Right? Brad Pitt, Post-
Katrina Rebuilding, and 
the Spectacularization of 
Disaster.” Commodity 
Activism: Cultural Re-
sistance in Neoliberal 
Times. Edited by Sarah 
Banet-Weiser and 
Roopali Mukherjee. New 
York University (NYU) 
Press, February 2012. 2) 
Gotham, Kevin Fox. 
2012. "Cascading Crises: 
The Crisis-Policy Nexus 
and the Restructuring of 
the U.S. Housing Finance 
System." Critical Sociolo-

of Ethnic and Class Iden-
tity in Global Cities,” Vis-
ual Communication, 
10,3, 2011: 367-400, 
and Jerome Krase, 
“Berlin,” Streetnotes, 19, 
1, 2011: 89-101. http://
www.escholarship.org/
uc/item/2v49m 

•Rachael A. Woldoff, 
Associate Professor of 
Sociology at West Virgin-
ia University, served on 
the 2012 Local Host 
Committee for the 42nd 
conference of the Urban 
Affairs Association 
(UAA). The conference 
theme "Rethinking the 
Future of Urbanism: Cit-
ies and Regions in a 
Post-Industrial Era" was 
held in Pittsburgh at the 
Wyndham Grand Pitts-
burgh Downtown from 
April 18–21, 2012.  

http://www.melosinstitute.org/
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Framework-Latin-America_web.
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Framework-Latin-America_web.
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Framework-Latin-America_web.
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Framework-Latin-America_web.
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Framework-Latin-America_web.
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Framework-Latin-America_web.
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Framework-Latin-America_web.
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Framework-Latin-America_web.
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=4a307e2b85df45dfa5248f8e5ebebd88&URL=http%3a%2f%2fsiteresources.worldbank.org%2fEXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT%2fResources%2f244362-1232059926563%2f5747581-1239131985528%2fAdaptation-Coalition-Toolkit_Building-Community-R
http://www.escholarship.org/uc/item/2v49m55q
http://www.escholarship.org/uc/item/2v49m55q
http://www.escholarship.org/uc/item/2v49m55q
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Wis cons in ,  con t inued  f rom p .1  

cided with the mid-term 
elections, and republi-
cans won not only the 
governorship, but gained 
a majority in both the 
house and senate.  
     It was 
not until after the elec-
tion that stories began to 
appear that might cause 
concern: the new gover-
nor had admitted violat-
ing campaign irregulari-
ties at Marquette Univer-
sity during his campaign 
for student body presi-
dent and did not return 
to the university the fol-
lowing year (he never 
did graduate from col-
lege); staff aides working 
in his Milwaukee County 
Executive office were 
under both state and 
federal investigation for 
campaign irregularities, 
his campaign had been 
financed by donations 
from large out-of-state 
political groups.  And 
word of major changes 
in state policy initiatives 
began to filter from Mad-

ison even before he took 
office. Few realized how 
far-reaching these 
changes would be. 
 The governor’s inau-
guration on Sunday, 
January 2, 2011 was 
followed by Executive 
Order Number 1 calling 
for a special session of 
the Wisconsin State 
Legislature to deal with 
an “economic emergen-
cy caused by years of 
mismanagement.”  State 
finances had been the 
major area of discussion 
during the campaign, 
with a looming state defi-
cit and seeming inability 
of the state to deal effec-
tively with fiscal issues.  
Despite a report from the 
Wisconsin Legislative  
Audit Bureau showing 
that the state was not 
confronting the financial 
disaster claimed in many 
political ads, which add-
ed future state obliga-
tions to retirement and 
other accounts to the 
actual state debt, the 

first legislation intro-
duced by the new repub-
lican majority at the spe-
cial session beginning 
January 4 (Wisconsin 
Act 10) called for the 
elimination of collective 
bargaining rights for 
public employees except 
in the area of wages (not 
to exceed the consumer 
price index), contracts 
limited to one year, re-
quire that collective bar-
gaining units hold an 
annual vote to maintain 
certification and prohibit-
ing employees from col-
lecting dues.  Law en-
forcement and firefight-
ers, groups that general-
ly had supported the 
governor’s campaign, 
were made exempt from 
these changes.  The 
Budget Repair Bill, as it 
was titled, would also 
increase contributions by 
public employees to 
state retirement and 
health care plans.  
 When the legislation 
was forced through the 

dence."  This would not 
seem to auger well for a 
political campaign.  But 
in the topsy-turvy world 
of Wisconsin politics, the 
governor remains in a 
dead-heat with possible 
democratic opponents 
for a recall election to be 
held in June.   
 Scott Walker was 
elected governor in No-
vember 2011 following a 
desultory campaign that 
seemed, at the time, to 
be less than memorable.  
His opponent, the mayor 
of Milwaukee, often 
seemed a reluctant can-
didate, running a low-
profile campaign.  It like-
ly should not have been 
a difficult campaign – the 
outgoing governor, a 
democrat, had won 
reelection four years 
earlier with a 7 percent-
age point victory margin, 
and Barack Obama won 
the state easily with 
more than 56 percent of 
the vote in 2008.  But 
the governor’s race coin-
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claimed at the time: 
claims of conservative 
pundits that the protests 
were organized, funded 
by, and included large 
numbers of persons 
from outside the state 
had little to do with the 
actual events and clearly 
misread the popular sen-
timent of the crowd, 
while the signs carried 
by many protestors 
about “attacks on the 
middle class” suggested 
a political unity among 
blue collar, white collar, 
and professional work-
ers that many might wish 
for, but rarely is found. 
 The protests generat-
ed attention in other 
ways as well.  At the end 
of February the governor 
was punked by a blog-
ger from Buffalo who 
called the capital claim-
ing to be billionaire con-
servative David Koch.  
During the 20 minute 
conversation, the gover-
nor blamed outside agi-
tators for the protestors, 

discussed efforts to get 
the democratic senators 
to return (including spe-
cial legislation that would 
halt the automatic de-
posit of their paychecks), 
and said that he had 
considered planting trou-
ble-makers in the protest 
crowds. In March the 
Republican Party of Wis-
consin filed an open rec-
ords request for access 
to the email of William 
Cronon, perhaps the 
best-known faculty 
member at UW-
Madison, after publica-
tion of an op-ed piece 
where he decried the 
impact of the political 
maneuvering on the tra-
ditions of Wisconsin poli-
tics.  The requested was 
met by a strongly word-
ed response from the 
Chancellor highlighting 
the important history of 
faculty rights in the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin 
System: 

“Scholars and scientists 

pursue knowledge by 
way of open intellectu-
al exchange. Without a 
zone of privacy within 
which to conduct 
and protect their work, 
scholars would not be 
able to produce 
new knowledge or make 
life-enhancing discover-
ies. Lively, even heated 
and acrimonious de-
bates over policy, cam-
pus and otherwise, as 
well as more narrowly 
defined disciplinary mat-
ters are essential ele-
ments of an intellectual 
environment and such 
debates are the very 
definition of the Wiscon-
sin Idea.” 

 The Republican initi-
atives have not yet been 
wholly implemented, and 
they have not been 
wholly successful.   Ex-
ecutive Order # 2 issued 
January 10, 2011 creat-
ed the Governor’s Com 

Wisconsin, page 8 

assembly on a series of 
procedural votes that 
limited discussion, and it 
was clear this this would 
happen in the senate as 
well, democratic state 
senators left the state for 
“an undisclosed location” 
to prevent the senate 
from calling a quorum.  
Events of the next sever-
al weeks would garner 
national attention: pro-
testers supporting the 
absented senators occu-
pied the state capital 
building with well-
organized sleep-ins, 
crowds of public workers 
and their supporters de-
scended on the capital in 
numbers described as 
larger than the anti-war 
protests of the 1970s, 
nightly updates on the 
Rachel Madow show led 
to further coverage on 
the Ed Show and even-
tually to broadcasts from 
outside the capitol steps.  
It is likely that the pro-
tests where both more 
and less than what was 



mittees required for per-
sonnel decisions).  Be-
cause collective bargain-
ing agreements may no 
longer offer public school 
teachers incentives for 
continuing education, 
enrollment in graduate 
education programs has 
declined sharply, as has 
participation in the many 
continuing education 
seminars offered by uni-
versity outreach pro-
grams. The Budget 
Repair Bill likely will have 
other unintended conse-
quences as well. Univer-
sity of Wisconsin System 
employees, for example, 
have been required to 
make substantial addi-
tional contributions to 
retirement and health 
plans.  The required con-
tribution for persons with 
family health plans in-
creased to more that 
$550 per month, resulting 
in a loss of nearly $5,000 
in disposable income.  
The impact of this will be 
felt in local communities 

grade increases, and the 
like.  Other impacts have 
been immediate.  There 
have been a record 
number of retirements 
and early retirements of 
teachers and other pub-
lic employees hoping to 
preserve various bene-
fits that they might retain 
from earlier contracts 
(this would require a 
court finding that the 
benefits are protected 
property and could not 
be changed by the 
state).  The University of 
Wisconsin System has 
likewise experienced a 
record number of retire-
ments and early retire-
ments, and many pro-
grams confront the diffi-
cult task of having to 
replace important senior 
faculty in a time of budg-
et uncertainty and prob-
lems in attracting new 
faculty to the state; 
some programs have 
lost most full professors 
(making it difficult to 
form the Executive Com-

held four of the six chal-
lenged seats and re-
tained a majority in the 
state senate.  The se-
cond round of recall peti-
tions (Wisconsin statutes 
require persons to be in 
office for one year be-
fore a recall election can 
be held) required 
540,000 signatures to 
certify a recall election 
against the governor; 
more than 1,000,000 
signatures were deliv-
ered to the Government 
Accountability Board on 
the date required.  Re-
call elections are sched-
uled for early June for 
the governor, lieutenant 
governor, and four re-
publican senators.  
 The full impact of the 
Budget Repair Bill has 
not yet been felt.  Many 
school districts rushed to 
complete labor contracts 
for the coming year earli-
er than required, delay-
ing the effects of provi-
sions aimed at curbing 
salaries, eliminating pay 

mission on Waste, Fraud 
and Abuse to investigate 
the increase in the num-
ber of persons receiving 
unemployment compen-
sation, child care, and 
food stamps and other 
issues, including voter 
fraud.  A plan to cut 
funding for some 
350,000 families under 
BadgerCare, the state 
health program for low 
income households, by 
imposing new time limits 
was overturned in feder-
al court.  A new state 
law requiring voter ID 
was opposed by the De-
partment of Justice and 
has been blocked in 
Wisconsin Circuit court 
and will not be in effect 
for the coming election.
 Protests over the 
Budget Repair Bill and 
other policies led to ef-
forts to recall petitions 
against six republican 
and three democratic 
senators held in July and 
August, 2011.  In this 
first round, republicans 
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Source: http://www.HuffingtonPost.com/2011/04/21. 



around the state, as the 
spending power of uni-
versity employees is re-
duced.  The UW System 
has some 30,500 em-
ployees, and the net loss 
of buying power for facul-
ty at medium sized insti-
tutions (such as UW-
Lacrosse with 357 faculty 
and UW-Eau Claire with 
412 faculty) may be as 
great high as $2,400,000 
to $2,700,000 in their re-
spective communities.  
For the state as a whole, 
the loss of disposable 
income for faculty may 
exceed $30,000,000 – 
and faculty account for 
less than a quarter of the 
30,500 employees in the 
university system.  The 
total loss of income for 
state employees from this 
part of the Budget Repair 
Bill could amount to as 
much as $200,000 (the 
amount is tempered only 
by the number of house-
holds who have insur-
ance through other health 
care policies, or where 
two or more persons in 
the household may hold 
state jobs).  This comes 
at a bad time as local 
communities are reeling 
under the effects of re-
cent economic slowdown 
and loss of employment.  
And while the Budget 
Repair Bill promised that 
the reforms would return 
dollars to the Wisconsin 
tax payer, it is not clear 
that this has been the 
case; the administration 
recently reported that 
property tax bills had de-
clined for the first time in 
many years (by an aver-
age of $39) but it is not 
clear how property taxes 

levied by local govern-
ment for the 2011 year 
would be impacted by 
actions taking effect in 
September of that year.
 Political fundraising 
from the middle of Janu-
ary to the end of April 
brought in more than 
$13.1 million, surpassing 
in just less than four 
months the state record 
of $12.1 million raised in 
2011. This past week it 
was reported that more 
than $18 million in politi-
cal ads had been booked 
in the states’ five largest 
media markets; nearly 80 
percent of which was in 
support of Republican 
candidates and conserva-
tive political agendas. 
According to usual analy-
sis, the recall election will 
feature the same national 
groups against one an-
other, with the Koch-
family supported Ameri-
cans for Prosperity on 
one side, the AFL-CIO, 
teachers unions, and 
United Steelworkers on 
the other.  The Wisconsin 
Idea is clearly on the na-
tional agenda. Charles 
Krauthammer has pre-
dicted that a defeat of the 
recall initiatives in Wis-
consin would “wipe out” 
unions in other states.  
But the reputation of the 
emergent Wisconsin re-
publicans is very much 
on the line as well: flush 
with the election victories 
of 2010 Reince Priebus, 
chair of the Republican 
Party of Wisconsin, be-
came chairman of the 
Republican National 
Committee; Paul Ryan, a 
seven term congressman 
became chairman of the 
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House Budget Commit-
tee, and Scott Walker 
was said to be potential 
presidential or vice-
presidential candidate.  
Republican supporters 
claim that the governor 
is simply doing what 
Wisconsin voters elected 
him to do; democratic 
challengers contend that 
voters had no idea that 
the republican agenda 
would end collective bar-
gaining rights for state 
employees.  The most 
recent polling shows the 
governor head-to-head 
with the expected demo-
cratic challenger in the 
recall election.   

 
    
  

  
  

  
  

 

"If I show a certain 
spirit now and then 
which may seem to 
cloud my judgment 
as to certain matters 
herein contained, I 
crave the reader's 
pardon on the score 
that I, a wandering 
student, seeking 
knowledge, came 
knocking at the gates 
of the great 
University of 
Wisconsin, and it 
took me in, filled me 
with inspiration, and 
when I left its doors 
the kindly people of 
the state stretched 
out welcoming hands 
and gave me a man's 
work to do"   

-Charles McCarthy 
The Wisconsin Idea, 
1912 
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ticipant observation as a 
leader of these civic re-
newal efforts, interviews 
with thirty-six civic lead-
ers, and data from public 
archives, this book is all 
those who are interested 
in public decision-making, 
democratic participation, 
and the question of 
whether ordinary citizens' 
voices were heard in 
Lower Manhattan rebuild-
ing decisions after 9/11. 

 

•Remaking Urban Citi-
zenship: Organizations, 
Institutions, and the 
Right to the City. Com-
parative Urban and 
Community Research, 
Volume 10. Piscataway, 
NJ: Transaction Pub-

lishers, 2012. 

Michael Peter Smith, ed.    
University of California-
Davis       
Michael McQuarrie, ed. 
University of California-

Davis       

 Due to heightened 
global migration and 
transnational mobility, 
many residents of the 
world’s  cities lack nation-
al citizenship in the plac-
es to which they have 
moved for work, refuge, 
or  retirement. The dis-

juncture between citizen-
ship and daily life has led 
to devolution of claims 
from national to urban 
space. Within nation-
states characterized by 
structured inequalities, 
citizens have not reduced 
their social differences. 
This leads increasingly to 
calls for greater direct 
involvement of marginal-
ized classes in reshaping 
the institutions and spac-
es directly affecting their 
lives.      
 These concerns—
cities without citizenship 
and people without politi-
cal power—inform  the 
agendas of organizations 
that seek to restructure 
urban citizenship in more 
democratic directions. 
Remaking Urban Citizen-
ship focuses on the uses 
and limits of such political 
organizations and coali-
tions, shows the various 
ways they pursue ex-
panded rights within the 
city, and describes the 
institutional changes nec-
essary to empower global 
migrants and popular 
classes as urban citizens. 
 Offering individual or 
comparative case studies 
of cities in the United 
States, Europe, and  Chi-
na, contributions to this 
volume describe the de-
velopment of actual prac-
tices of organizations 
working to reinvigorate 
citizenship at the urban 
scale. Collectively, they 
locate institutional forms 
that help migrants lay 
claim to their cities, show 
how migrants can be-
come politically empow-
ered, and identify how 

ble is must reading for all 
concerned with the 
changing labor land-
scape, Detroit, and the 
political-economic chal-
lenges ahead." William B. 
Gould IV, Charles A. 
Beardsley Professor of 
Law, emeritus, Stanford 
Law School. 

 

•Democracy Deferred: 
Civic Leadership After 
9/11. Houndsmills, 
England: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2012. 
 
David Woods  
Southern Connecticut 
State University  

 

 The day after the 9/11 
terrorist attacks destroyed 
New York's World Trade 
Center, civic leaders be-
gan to organize four coali-
tions that aimed to give 
ordinary citizens a chance 
to meet, to heal, and to 
be heard in rebuilding 
decisions. This book tells 
the inside story of the 
civic renewal movement 
they founded, including 
their motives, their meth-
ods, the obstacles they 
faced, and the lessons 
their five-year effort offers 
for the future. Using par-

 
•Broken Table: The 
Detroit Newspaper 
Strike and the State of 
American Labor. Thou-
sand Oaks, CA: Sage. 
2012. 
 
Chris Rhomberg 
Fordham University  
  

 Chris Rhomberg's new 
book, The Broken Table: 
The Detroit Newspaper 
Strike and the State of 
American Labor, was re-
leased by Russell Sage 
Foundation in April. The 
book is a rich, narrative 
case study of urban labor 
conflict and popular mobi-
lization, signaling an his-
toric collision between the 
aggressive anti-union 
corporate strategies of 
recent decades and the 
embedded culture of la-
bor solidarity in metropoli-
tan Detroit. The result 
highlights the de-
democratization of the 
spaces for social dialogue 
and dispute resolution, in 
the workplace, in the 
state, and in the civic 
community. "[The] book 
effectively links the 
changing bargaining table 
and its erosion to the 
growing inequality in our 
society. The Broken Ta-
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Friday, May 11th is 
the deadline for 2012 
ASA Conference 
Participants to 
register for the 
conference. 
Participants not 
registered by this 
date will be removed 
from the conference 
program.   

 

•Seeing Cities Change: 
Local Class and Cul-
ture. London: Ashgate, 

2012. 

Jerome Krase       

CUNY-Brooklyn College  

 Seeing Cities Change 
demonstrates the utility of 
a visual approach and the 
study of ordinary 
streetscapes to document 
and analyze how the built 
environment reflects the 
changing cultural and 
class identities of neigh-
borhood residents. Dis-
cussing the manner in 
which these changes re-
late to issues of local and 
national identities and 
multiculturalism, it pre-
sents studies of various 
cities on both sides of the 
Atlantic to show how 
global forces and the 
competition between ur-
ban residents in 
'contested terrains' is 
changing the faces of 
cities around the globe.  

New Books, page 12 

 

 

 

views reveal that many 
addicts and ex-convicts 
benefit through transition-
al  housing.  Their stories 
of success demonstrate 
that the existence of the-
se houses provide a pub-
lic good.  However, com-
munity residents express 
attitudes consistent 
with the "not in my back 
yard" (NIMBY) phenome-
na.   Many of these resi-
dents express frustration 
and fear about living near 
these halfway houses.
 This book finds philo-
sophical roots in the work 
of scholars such as Isaiah 
Berlin and Alfred North 
Whitehead who have con-
templated the idea of 
morally relativistic goods 
and proposes the devel-
opment of a Community 
Sociological perspective 
of halfway houses.  One 
predominant theme in the 
book is that the incorpora-
tion of halfway houses 
into communities requires 
balancing community 
needs with rehabilitative 
needs.  Salvation City is a 
composite construct for 
several communities in 
which research took 
place.  The book provides 
further insight into NIMBY 
related issues and sug-
gests bolstering  Payment 
in Lieu of Taxes 
(PILOT) funding to com-
munities that are bur-
dened by halfway hous-
es.   

 

 

 

 

they can expand their 
rights or find other ways 
to belong.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•Salvation City: Halfway 
House Stories. Youngs-
town, NY: Teneo Press, 

2011 

John C. Kilburn, Jr.     
Texas A&M Internation-

al University 

S.E. Costanza      
University of South Ala-

bama 

 Salvation City: Half-
way House Stories is an 
ethnography of halfway 
house residents and com-
munity members.  Half-
way house resi-
dents reentering the com-
munity are interviewed to 
assess their experiences 
while in residen-
cy.  Community officials 
and neighborhood resi-
dents who live in proximi-
ty to these halfway hous-
es are also interviewed in 
order to assess their per-
ceptions of the effects of 
that halfway houses have 
had on their communities. 
The picture that emerges 
is one of competing moral 
goods and static adver-
sarial attitudes.   Inter-
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identities of the residents. 
The research finds that 
those who live in the high-
est scenes, especially 
glamour, bohemian, and 
global scenes, tend to be 
more sensitive to cultural 
consumption.   
 Finally, the research 
compares Seoul with 
three US metropolises, 
LA, Chicago, and New 
York in terms of 15 sub-
dimensions of urban 
scenes. The 15 sub-
dimensions include tradi-
tional, charismatic, utilitar-
ian, egalitarian, individual 
self-expressive, exhibi-
tionist, transgressive, for-
mal, glamorous, neigh-
borliness, local, ethnic, 
corporate, state, and ra-
tional. The results are 
that, first, Seoul is more 
traditional and less formal 
and charismatic than all 
the three US metropolis-
es. Secondly, Seoul is 
less glamorous and exhi-
bitionistic than LA and 
New York. For the full 
report, contact Dr Byun 
<miree21@sdi.re.kr>, 
Wonho Jang <wjang@ 
uos.ac.kr>, Terry Nichols 
Clark 

to put more emphasis on 
the consumption aspect 
of the city, especially on 
cultural consumption. 
Thus, the city is now a 
place of consumption ra-
ther than just a place of 
residence or production.
 Based on the theoreti-
cal discussion of urban 
scenes, the research col-
lects various amenity data 
for all of the 424 ‘Dongs’ 
of Seoul, mainly from the 
Electronic Yellow Pages 
and the Bizzip data of the 
Statistics Bureau. Using 
ARCGIS program, the 
research draws five de-
tailed scene maps of the 
Seoul metropolitan area. 
The results show that the 
part north of the Han Riv-
er (so-called ‘Kangbuk’ in 
Korean) is more tradition-
al and the part south of 
the Han River 
(‘Kangnam’) is more 
glamorous and global. 
The district of Yongsan-
Gu shows the highest 
ethnic culture.  
 With the scene map 
and Seoul Survey data, 
the research reviews how 
scenes can have influ-
ence on the values and 

Seoul Scenes’ and Its 
Use for Space Charac-
terization.  Seoul: Seoul 
Development Institute, 

2011. 

Miree Buin     
Seoul Development In-

stitute 

Wonho Jang       

University of Seoul 

Terry Clark        

University of Chicago 

Jong Youl Lee      

University of Incheon 

 This research focuses 
on applying the new con-
cept of ‘urban scene’ to 
the metropolitan city of 
Seoul. In so doing, the 
research draws a map of 
‘Seoul Scenes’ in terms of 
five different sub-
dimensions of urban 
scenes:traditional, glam-
our, bohemian, ethnic, 
and global scenes. 
 The research first de-
scribes the concept of 
urban scene and its im-
portance in urban policy 
planning. The basic argu-
ment of the urban scene 
approach is that we need 

 


