
you may know, the pro-
posed revision of our 
1988 Bylaws which was 
on the spring ASA ballot 
met with some criticism 
on the community 
listserv. To avoid conflict 

(since the ballots had 
already gone out), Bill 
Holt, our Newsletter edi-
tor, suggested we Vote 
No for Now to allow for a 
face-to-face discussion at  
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cas of other places that 
span across both national 
borders and historical 
time periods.  
 Yes, Las Vegas might 
be the pinnacle of post-
modern simulation. But to 
assume that style trumps 
substance runs the risk of 
seeing the city as devoid 
of anything sociologically 
or socially substantial. 
Beneath and beyond the 
neon glow of the Strip, 
there are real people liv-
ing in Las Vegas (not in 
the hotels that make up 
the city’s skyline) who are 
confronted by the contra-
dictions between the fan-
tasy image of the city and 
lived realities of their eve-
ryday lives. The Strip re-
mains, however, both a 
blessing and curse for all 
– visitors and locals alike 
– who encounter it. The 
bright lights attract the 
eye, but if you stare too 
long, it will blind you.  

Those attending this 
year’s ASA Annual Meet-
ings will be thrust into the 
epicenter of this paradox. 
From where I sit, that’s a 
good thing. 
 Sociologists don’t give 
much credence to the 
idea of fate. It’s too meta 
physical, it’s too other-
worldly, and it’s too hard  
to quantify. So I won’t use 
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 This has been a busy 
year with the Bylaws revi-
sion and the ongoing 
contract negotiations be-
tween ASA and Wiley-
Blackwell for our journal, 
City & Community. As 

 
Michael Ian Borer          
University of Nevada- 
Las Vegas 
 For better and for 
worse, Las Vegas is a 
city dependent upon the 
image it projects as a 
―fantasy city‖ (Hannigan, 
1998) via its radiant and 
radiating built environ-
ment. As much of the 
literature on urban image-
ry attests, people are in 
need of a ―coded, short-
hand expression‖ (Wohl 
and Strauss, 1958) to 
interpret their surround-
ings because it is cogni-
tively and sensually im-
possible to grasp a city in 
its totality. Yet while other 
―global cities‖ have 
unique architectural sym-
bols that exemplify their 
city’s dominant image, 
Las Vegas – primarily 
envisioned by visitors as 
only the iconic neon Strip 
– is constituted by repli-

This sign welcomes travelers 

arriving on Las Vegas Boule-

vard. 

Source: gaming.unlv.edu 



the annual CUSS Busi-
ness meeting in August.    
 The results—now in—
show that the Bylaws 
amendment has been 
officially accepted by the 
CUSS membership: of 
339 ballots cast, 62% 
voted Yes; 29% No, and 
10% abstained.  As we 
have no exit polls and do 
not know what people 
were thinking when they 
voted-- whether they 
want further discussion or 
adjustments to the revi-
sions, I thought I would 
summarize the changes 
along with the issues 
raised by some col-
leagues and encourage 
you to attend the CUSS 
Business meeting  sched-
uled for Saturday August 
20 – 3:20pm - 4:10pm.  
 Let me give you some 
history. The need for by-
law revisions had been 
suggested over the past 
few years. Last year, an 
Ad Hoc  Committee was 
appointed, chaired by 
former CUSS  Chair Da-
vid Snow, who drafted 
the revisions. The revi-
sions were vetted by the 
rest of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee( Mary Fisher, Wil-
liam Holt, Lily Hoffman),  
approved by the CUSS 
Council and by the ASA 
Council., and placed on 
the ballot.  (Apologies for  
not forwarding the revi-
sions to the section mem-
bership. I had sent a copy 
of the bylaws with the 
revisions in italics to the 
ASA and was working 
under the assumption 
that members would be 
able to view the revised 
version as part of the bal-
lot). 

 The rationale for 
shortening the term of 
office was to bring the 
positions into line with 
other ASA sections and 
make recruiting for  these 
offices more feasible.  
The typical term of office 
for ASA section chairs is 
one year.  We were the 
only section requiring 
such a long term commit-
ment and this, in turn, 
made for difficulty recruit-
ing candidates for office 
at a time when most of us 
are already overcommit-
ted.  Additionally, recent 
past chairs and secretary
-treasurers have not rou-
tinely shown up for the 
Council meetings.   Con-
cerns about this shorter 
term of office focused on 
the need for continuity, 
i.e. keeping ex officers as 
ex-officio members of the 
Council; and a ―steeper 
learning curve‖ given the 
existence of our section 
journal. 
 Nominations Process:  
According to the old By-
laws, the Council was 
supposed to appoint a 
Committee on Nomina-
tions composed of at 
least three members 
each year and designate 
a chair for the committee.   
The Bylaws revision has 
the Council functioning as 
the section’s nomination 
committee.  The rationale 
is that over the last few 
years, the Council has 
actually taken on this 
function; that it simplifies 
and makes more efficient 
section operations; that it 
gives the council a con- 
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 I should start by not-
ing that the 1988 Bylaws 
needed to be revised and 
updated, not only to ac-
cord with current practice 
but to provide more guid-
ance for current and in-
coming officers of the 
section.  For example, 
the Bylaws did not men-
tion a Publications or 
Journal Oversight Com-
mittee; did not specify 
any duties for Chair, Sec-
retary-Treasurer or Chair-
Elect; referred only to two 
award committees alt-
hough we now have four; 
and failed to clarify that 
our section ―dues ― must 
take into account the 
costs of an obligatory 
subscription to our jour-
nal, as well as ASA re-
quirements. 
 The focus of concern, 
however, was with the 
term of office and obliga-
tions of the Chair and 
Secretary-Treasurer and 
changes in the nomina-
tions process.  
 Terms of Office:  In 
the old Bylaws the CUSS 
Chair served for five 
years: one year as Chair-
Elect (organizing the ASA 
sessions); two years as 
chair; and two years as 
ex-officio member of the 
CUSS Council.   The revi-
sion cut the term of ser-
vice to two years: one 
year as Chair-Elect fol-
lowed by one year as 
Chair.  In the old Bylaws 
the Secretary-Treasurer 
served for three years, 
followed by two years as 
ex-officio member of the 
Council. The revision cut 
this term to three years 
as Secretary-Treasurer.     
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CUSS ELECTION 
RESULTS 

 
Chair-Elect:  
-Philip Kasinitz,  
CUNY Grad Center 
 
Secretary-Treasurer:  
-Japonica Brown-
Saracino,  
Boston University 
 
Council Members: 
-Lance Freeman, 
Columbia University 
-Lincoln Quillian, 
Northwestern 
University 
 
Publications 
Committee: 
-Jeffrey Timberlake, 
University of 
Cincinnati 
-Elena Vasselinov, 
Queens College/
CUNY Grad Center 
 
Bylaws Amendment: 
-Passed 
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cluded is the CUSS ASA 
Conference guide and 
our reception information. 
Congratulations to the 
2011 CUSS Award win-
ners as well as to all who 
stood for elections this 
spring.  
 Also, check out the 
following articles on our 
2011 Host City: Paul 
Goldberger, "The Sky 
Line: What Happens in 
Vegas, The New Yorker 

 As we prepare for our 
first ASA Conference in 
Las Vegas, the CUSS 
section has been very 
busy. Lily Hoffman’s 
Chair’s Message outlines 
many important issues 
facing the section that will 
be discussed at the 
CUSS Business Meeting. 
 Since this is our con-
ference edition, please 
see Michael Borer’s fea-
ture on Las Vegas. In-

Oct 4, 2010, and Dana 
Goodyear, The Truffle Kid: 
Supplying fine food in a 
town where money is no 
object, The New Yorker, 
August 16, 2010. 
 Please contact me at 
holtiiiw1@southernct.edu. 
if you have any comments 
or suggestions for future 
editions.  

Page 3  

NEWS & NOTES  

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e  

W i l l i a m  H o l t ,  S o u t h e r n  C o n n e c t i c u t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  

Chai r ’ s  Message  f r o m  p a g e  2  

crete task (previously the 
Council did not have 
much to do );that with six 
members (twice the size 
of the nominations com-
mittee), it has more in 
the way of network con-
tacts and can divide the 
work among six mem-
bers rather than three.    
The voiced concern was 
that the change in the 
nominations process 
was a significant sub-
tantive change and 
should be discussed.
 There may indeed be 

other issues as well as 
suggestions for addition-
al Bylaws adjustments. 
Hopefully many of you 
will attend, share your 
thoughts, and participate 
in a lively discussion, 
which will be followed up 
at an even more face-to 
face event--the annual 
CUSS reception Satur-
day evening, 6:30pm – 
8:30pm at the off-site 
Todd English P.U. B.  
 I can say little about 
the negotiations between 
the ASA and Wiley-

Blackwell for another ten 
year contract for our jour-
nal, City & Community, as 
they are still ongoing.  I 
plan to say more about this 
important matter at the 
meetings in August. 
 Signing off, I hope you 
plan to attend and form 
your own opinion as to 
whether the new 
CityCenter complex-as 
claimed-gives Las Vegas 
an urban focus; also, to 
party with us at the off-site 
Todd English P.U.B. 

•Rachel Leventhal-
Weiner and Michael 
Wallace, University of 
Connecticut, just pub-
lished, "Racial Differ-
ences in High School 
Dropout Rates: An Anal-
ysis of U.S. Metropolitan 
Areas." Research in So-
cial Stratification and 
Mobility, 2011. 
 
•The Urban Portal 
(urbanportal.org), a one-

stop resource featuring 
the latest in urban social 
science, is seeking sug-
gestions for resources 
and content. The Portal 
contains a robust array 
of urban research tools, 
including numerous da-
tasets and links to rele-
vant websites and jour-
nals. An extensive listing 
of national and interna-
tional conferences and a 
directory of faculty work-

ing on urban questions are 
also available on the site. 
The Portal also contains a 
continuously-updated list of 
urban workshops, presen-
tations, and other events at 
the University of Chicago 
and links to urban institutes 
and initiatives at the Uni-
versity. Please visit the Ur-
ban Portal at urbanpor-
tal.org or contact us at Ur-
ban@uchicago.edu.  
 

file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/urbanportal.org
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/urbanportal.org
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/urbanportal.org
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Urban@uchicago.edu
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Urban@uchicago.edu


 The CUSS Section 
recognizes outstanding 
work and service through 
the 2011 CUSS Awards 
which will be presented at 
the ASA Meetings in Las 
Vegas. Congratulations 
to this year’s award recip-
ients as well as thanks to 
the awards committee 
members.  
 

• Robert and Helen 
Lynd Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award  
 
•Gregory Squires 
George Washington 
University 
 
 The Robert and Helen 
Lynd Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award recogniz-
es distinguished career 
achievement in communi-
ty and urban sociology. 
Although the award is for 
a body of work of socio-
logical importance, nei-
ther the nominator nor 
the nominee need be 
members of the Commu-
nity and Urban Sociology 
section or of the Ameri-
can Sociological Associa-
tion.  
 
Award Committee 
•Sharon Zukin (Chair) 
CUNY- Brooklyn College  
•Jan Lin 
Occidental College 
•Michael Timberlake 
University of Cincinnati 
 
•The Park Award 
(formerly the Park Book 
Award) 
 
•Teresa Gowan 
University of Minnesota, 
Hobos, Hustlers, and 
Backsliders: Homeless in 
San Francisco, University 

of Minnesota Press, 2010 
 
Honorable mention: 
•Robert Garot 
John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice, CUNY. 
Who You Claim: Perform-
ing Identity in Schools 
and on the Streets, NYU 
Press, 2010. 
 
 The Robert E. Park 
Award for Best Book. The 
Park Award goes to the 
author(s) of the best book 
published in the past two 
years.  
 
Award Committee 
•Robert Smith (Chair) 
CUNY-Baruch College 
•Kevin Fox Gotham 
Tulane University 
•Deirde Royster 
New York University 
 
 •The Jane Addams 
Award  
 
•Andrew V. Papachristos. 
University of Massachu-
setts, Amherst, 2009 
"Murder by Structure: 
Dominance Relations and 
the Social Structure of 
Gang Homicide," 
AJS, v115 n1: 74-128. 
 
Honorable mention:  
•Diana Mok 
University of Western 
Ontario 
•Barry Wellman 
University of Toronto 
•Juan Carrasco 
University of Concepción, 
2010. "Does Distance 
Matter in the Age of the 
Internet? Urban Studies 
47(13): 2747-2783. 
 
 The Jane Addams 
Award (formerly the Park 
Article Award) goes to 

authors of the best schol-
arly article in community 
and urban sociology pub-
lished in the past two 
years. 
 
Award Committee 
•Derek Hyra (Chair), 
Virginia Tech      
•Robert Sampson 
Harvard University   
•Louise Jezierski 
James Madison College, 
Michigan State University  
 
•CUSS Student Paper 
Award  
 
•Van C. Tran  
Harvard University 
―Spatial Assimilation or 
Spatial Inequality?  Se-
cond-Generation Neigh-
borhood   Attainment and 
Mobility Trajectories in 
Young Adulthood.‖ 
  
Honorable Mention 
Liza Steele 
Princeton University 
―A Gift from God:‖ Adoles-
cent Motherhood and Re-
ligion in Brazilian Fave-
las.‖ 
 
 The CUSS Student 
Paper Award goes to the 
student author of the pa-
per that the award com-
mittee regards as the best 
graduate student paper in 
community and urban 
sociology. The competi-
tion is open to both pub-
lished and unpublished 
article-length papers 
(roughly 25 pages in 
length without tables or 
references) written by a 
graduate student in the 
last two years (2009 or 
2010) The Committee 
selected the paper that 
demonstrated the most 

thoughtful, competent or 
innovative analysis of a 
theoretical or empirical 
issue that is germane to 
the Section’s main inter-
ests.  
 
Award Committee 
•Andrew Deener (Chair)  
University of Connecticut 
•Elena Vesselinov, 
CUNYQueens College 
•Rachael Woldoff 
West Virginia University 
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 The 2011 ASA CUSS 
events will be held on 
Saturday, August 20 and 
Sunday August 21 in Las 
Vegas. All meetings, 
sessions and 
roundtables will be held 
at Caesar’s Palace alt-
hough ASA has not set 
the room assignments. 
This year’s schedule is 
listed below. 
 
SECTION MEETINGS 
 
Saturday, August 20 
-CUSS Publications 
Committee 
12:00-1:00pm 
 
CUSS Council Meeting 
2:30-3:15pm 
 
CUSS Business  
Meeting 
3:30-4:10pm 
 
CUSS Reception 
6:30-8:30pm 
Todd English Pub 
3720 Las Vegas Blvd. 
South 
 
CUSS 
INVITED SESSIONS 
New York and Los An-
geles: The Uncertain 
Future 
Saturday, August 20 
10:30am-12:30pm 
 
Organizers: 
•David Halle 
University of California- 
Los Angeles 
•Andrew A. Beveridge 
Queens College, CUNY  
 
•City Politics and Mayor-
al Elections.  
John Mollenkopf, City 
University of New York-
Graduate Center; Raph-
ael Sonenshein, Califor-

of California-Los Ange-
les; Ted Nitschke, Uni-
versity of California-Los 
Angeles; Jan Reiff, Uni-
versity of California-Los 
Angeles  
 
•Street Art in Los Ange-
les and New York: From 
Outlawed to High Art. 
Morgan Wells, University 
of California 
 
OPEN SESSION:  
The Violence(s) of Rap-
id Urbanization: Social, 
Spatial, and Political 
Conflicts in Cities 
around the Globe 
Saturday, August 20 
4:30pm-6:10pm 
 
Organizer and Presider:   
•Diane Davis 
MIT 
 
•Contested Spatial Prac-
tices: The Right to Jeru-
salem. Anne B. 
Shlay, Temple Universi-
ty; Gillad Rosen, Hebrew 
University 
 
•Primacy and Political 
Contention: The Role of 
Urban Systems 
in Mobilization and De-
mocratization. Robert M. 
Anthony, Ohio State Uni-
versity; Edward M. Cren-
shaw, Ohio State Univer-
sity 
 
•Rapid Urban Redevel-
opment in a Global City: 
Tragic "Yongsan New 
Town" in Seoul, Korea. 
Kyoung-ho Shin, 

Northwest Missouri State 
University 
 
•Recombinant Citizen-
ship Geographies across 
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nia State University-
Fullerton 
 
•America's Leading Inter-
national Trade Centers 
and their Entrepreneurial 
Agencies: Challenges 
and Strategies in the 
New York and Los Ange-
les Regions. 
Steve Erie, University of 
California-San Diego; 
Jameson Doig, Princeton 
University; Scott MacKen-
zie, University of Califor-
nia-San Diego 
 
•Planning L.A.: The New 
Politics of Neighborhood 
Development and Down-
town Revitalization. Steve 
Erie, University of Califor-
nia-San Diego; Andrew 
Deener, University of 
Connecticut; Forrest Stu-
art, University of Califor-
nia-Los Angeles; Vladimir 
Kogan, University of Cali-
fornia-San Diego  
 
•The Transformation of 
Chinese America: New 
York v. Los Angeles. 
Min Zhou, Univ of Califor-
nia-Los Angeles; Marga-
ret May Chin, Hunter Col-
lege; Rebecca Y. Kim, 
Pepperdine University 
 
•The Demographics of 
Boom and Bust: New 
York and LA Metros, 
1990 to 2011. 
Andrew A. Beveridge, 
City University of New 
York-Queens College and 
Graduate Center 
 
•New York and Los Ange-
les (and Chicago) as De-
picted in Hit Movies. 
David Halle, University of 
California-Los Angeles; 
Eric Vanstrom, University 
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2011 ASA CUSS Pane ls  &  Roundtab les  

The CUSS 
reception will be 
held at Todd 
English P.U.B., 
3720 Las Vegas 
Boulevard South 
from 6:30 to 8:30 
pm on Saturday, 
August 20. 
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 South American Meg-
acities: Differentiations 
of 'the Right to the City'. 
Ryan Centner, Tufts Uni-
versity; Carmen Rojas, 
University of California-
Berkeley 
•Spatiality of Power: 
Contested Neighborhood 
of Polarized 
Istanbul. Berna Turam, 
Northeastern University 
Discussant: Liza J. 
Weinstein, Northeastern 
University 
 
OPEN SESSION: 
Urban Diversity: Con-
tested Spaces, Sym-
bolic Places 
Sunday, August 21 
8:30am-10:10am 
 
Organizers:   
•Andrew Deener 
University of  
Connecticut  
•Onesimo Sandoval, 
Saint Louis University  
 
Presider: Andrew Deen-
er, University of Con-
necticut 
 
•"We're Arresting Them 
for Their Own Good": 
Policing and 
Rehabilitation on Skid 
Row. Forrest Stuart, Uni-
versity of California-Los 
Angeles 
 
•Managing Violence: 
The Peace of the Inner 
City and Community In-
stitutions. Cid G. Mar-
tinez, California State 
University-Sacramento 
 
•A Tale of Two Ghettos: 
Globalization, Race, and 
Class on Local Shopping 
Streets. Sharon Zukin, 
City University of 

New York-Graduate Cen-
ter and Brooklyn College; 
Philip Kasinitz, City Uni-
versity of New York-
Graduate Center; Laura 
H. Braslow, City Universi-
ty of New York-Graduate 
Center; Jacob H. Leder-
man, City University of 
New York-Graduate Cen-
ter; Sara Martucci, City 
University of New York-
Graduate Center; Fang 
Xu, City University of 
New York-Graduate Cen-
ter  
 
•Theories of Litter: The 
Multiple Meanings of 
Physical Incivility in a 
Poor Suburb. 
•Alexandra K. Murphy, 
Princeton University 
 
•Unpacking Perceptions: 
Heterogeneity in the Con-
struction of Disorder 
among Blacks, Puerto 
Ricans, and Mexicans in 
Chicago. Eva Rosen, 
Harvard University 
 
Other Panels of Interest 
 
Crisis and Conflict in 
American Housing 
Saturday, August 20 
8:30-10:10am 
Organizer: 
Rachael Dwyer 
Ohio State University 
 
Regional Spotlight:  
Still Learning From Las 
Vegas: The Paradoxical 
Culture of an All-
American City 
Saturday, August 20 
10:30-12;10am 
Organizer:  
Michael Borer and Simon 
Gottschalk 
University of Nevada-Las 
Vegas 

Open Refereed  
Roundtables 
Saturday, August 20 
8:30-10:10 am 
 
Co-organizers: 
•John C. Kilburn 
Texas A&M International 
University 
•Sukriti Issar 
Brown University 
 
Table 1: Neighborhoods 
as Boundaries 
•High Hopes and Bleak 
Fortunes: Urban Rede-
velopment in Istanbul and 
its Divergent Outcomes. 
Ayca Zayim, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 
•Cultural Space: Structur-
al and Cultural Contextu-
al Effects on Place At-
tachment. Patricia Snell, 
University of Notre Dame 
•Live and Let Live: Nego-
tiating Difference in a 
Diverse Urban Neighbor-
hood. Evelyn M. Perry, 
Rhodes College 
•Chasing the Ghost: The 
Progress of Research on 
Neighborhood Effects on 
Child Health. David Ber-
nard Monaghan, City Uni-
versity of New York-
Graduate Center 
 
Table 2: Neighborhood 
Effects 
Table Presider: Timothy 
James Haney, Mount 
Royal University 
•Why Cul-de-sac Bulb 
Residents Experience 
Higher Levels of Social 
Cohesion than Residents 
of Other Street Forms. 
Thomas R. Hochschild, 
University of Connecticut 
•Conceptualization of the 
Neighborhood and a The-
oretical Model of Neigh-
borhood Advantage. Me-

CUSS will host one 
invited session, two 
open sessions as 
well as the referred 
roundtables at the 
2011 ASA Meetings 
in Las Vegas. 
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Leveraging Historicity in 
Struggles to Control 
Space. Miranda J. Mar-
tinez, City University 
of New York-Brooklyn 
College 
 
Table 7: The Commerce 
of Culture, Table Presid-
er: Barbara R. Walters, 
City University of New 
York: Kingsborough and 
School of Professional 
Studies 
•Putting the Art Before 
the Horse: Arts and De-
velopment in St. Peters-
burg, Florida. Nicholas P. 
Dempsey, Eckerd 
College 
•Seeing Cities Change. 
Jerome Krase, City Uni-
versity of New York-
Brooklyn College 
•The Aspirational Crea-
tive Class: Urban Resi-
dential Preferences of 
College Students in Cre-
ative Majors. Rachael A. 
Woldoff, West Virginia 
University; Travis 
DeCola, none; Robert C. 
Litchfield, Washington 
and Jefferson College 
•The Moral Economy of 
the Street: Urban Chi-
nese Street 
Merchants. Amy Hanser, 
University of British 
Columbia 
•"(De)Branding the 
Street"-Shopping Streets 
in New York and Shang-
hai. Fang Xu, City Uni-
versity of New York-
Graduate Center; Sara 
Martucci, City University 
of New York-Graduate 
Center 
 
Table 8: Homelessness 
Table Presider: Jessica 
Warner Pardee, Roches 
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ghan Kuebler,State Uni-
versity of New York-
Albany 
•The Effects of Initial Sta-
tus and Cohort on Subur-
ban Neighborhood Status 
Change. Emily A Shrider, 
The Ohio State University 
•Ties that (Un)Bind: The 
Effects of Neighboring 
and Neighborhood 
Stressors on Neighbor-
hood Attachment in Las 
Vegas. Christie D. Bat-
son, University of Nevada
-Las Vegas; Robert 
Futrell, University of Ne-
vada-Las Vegas; Barbara 
G. Brents, University of 
Nevada-Las Vegas  
•Intersectionality Em-
placed: Inclusion and 
Exclusion through Neigh-
borhood Experiences. 
Elena Windsong, Univer-
sity of New Mexico 
 
Table 3: Networks 
Table Presider: Brian J. 
Miller, Wheaton College 
•Attitudes Towards Ho-
mosexuality in Houston: 
The Effects of Friendship 
Networks, Demographic 
Characteristics, and Ide-
ology. Kimberly G. 
Tauches, State University 
of New York-Albany; 
Chris A. Galvan, State 
University of New York-
Albany 
•Buying in City and Coun-
try: The Role of Personal 
Connections. Claude S. 
Fischer, University of 
California-Berkeley; Alex-
ander L. Janus, Universi-
ty of California-Berkeley 
•Exploring the Gay Com-
munity Question: Neigh-
borhood and Network 
Influences on Community 
among Urban Gay Men. 
Brian Christopher Kelly, 

•Poverty as Comparative 
Institutional Advantage: 
Agricultural, Urban 
Growth, and Local Politi-
cal Economies in the 
United States. Charlie 
Eaton, University of Cali-
fornia-Berkeley 
•Territorial Development 
and Action Research: 
The Viaduc de Millau. 
Roy Boyne, Durham Uni-
versity-United Kingdom 
•Yonder on the Horizon. 
Christopher Shane Elliott, 
University of North Caro-
lina-Chapel Hill 
•Neoliberalism, Place, 
and Mobility: Social 
Entrepreneurship and 
Extractive Localism. Mat-
thew Chad Hoffmann, 
Loyola University-
Chicago 
•New Urbanism and the 
Growth Machine: Can 
Growth Get Smart? Erik 
Nielsen, University of 
California-Santa 
Barbara 
 
Table 6: Place and Histo-
ry, Table Presider: Elena 
Portacolone, University of 
Californnia-San Francis-
co 
•Disneyfication and Reli-
gion in Times Square. 
Hans Tokke, Eastern 
University 
•Redeveloping the Past: 
The Political Economy of 
Collective Memory in the 
Casco Histórico of Bue-
nos Aires. Jacob H. Le-
derman, City University 
of New York-Graduate 
Center 
•The Plantation Tour: 
Constructing History on 
the Ground. Sara F. Ma-
son, Gainesville State 
College 
•History Still Matters: 

Purdue University; Rich-
ard M. Carpiano, Univer-
sity of British Columbia; 
Adam Easterbrook, Uni-
versity of British Colum-
bia; Jeffrey T. Parsons, 
City University of New 
York-Hunter College and 
Graduate Center  
•Urban Question for the 
21st Century: New York's 
Green Growth Networks. 
Michael Indergaard, St. 
John's University 
 
Table 4: Collective Effica-
cy Table Presider: Deir-
dre Aine Oakley, Georgia 
State University 
•Collective Efficacy and 
Political Power within 
Communal Havens: A 
Case Study of a Summer 
Community. Katherine 
Ann Morris, University of 
Chicago and National 
Opinion Research Center 
•Collective Efficacy in 
Multiple Communities in 
California's Central San 
Joaquin Valley. Simon 
Weffer-Elizondo, Univer-
sity of California-Merced; 
Rafael A. Maravilla, Uni-
versity of California-
Merced 
•The Imbalance of Re-
sponsibilities and Work-
ing Resources 
in Community Residents 
Committee. Lihong 
Wang, Institution of Law 
•Layers of the Urban 
State: Migrant Organisa-
tions and the Chinese 
State. Jennifer Yuan-
Jean Hsu, State 
University of New York-
Binghamton 
 
Table 5: Business 
Table Presider: Elizabeth 
Jefferis Terrien, Universi-
ty of Chicago 
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University 
•Marketization and Insti-
tutional Effects on Hous-
ing Accessibility in Urban 
China: Evidence from 
2005 
•Micro Census Data. Qi-
ang Fu, Duke University 
 
Table 14: Community 
Action. Table Presider: 
Barbara A. Hirshorn, self-
employed 
•An Examination of How-
ard University's Commu-
nity Service Contributions 
to the Pleasant Plains 
Neighborhood. Nicole 
Branch, Howard Universi-
ty 
•Exclusiveness and Con-
nectedness: The Effects 
of Social Involvement on 
Generalized Trust in the 
United States. Xinxiang 
Chen, Mississippi State 
University 
•Social Class and Friend-
ship Ties at Work, in 
Neighborhoods and Vol-
untary Associations: A 
Cross-National Analysis. 
Robert E. Freeland, Duke 
University 
•The Ecology of Urban 
Voluntarism: A Multilevel 
Analysis of Volunteering 
Rates in U.S. Metropolis-
es. Thomas Rotolo, 
Washington State Univer-
sity; John Wilson, Duke 
University 
•The Role of Public 
Schools in Community 
Satisfaction. Zachary 
Neal, Michigan State Uni-
versity; Jennifer Watling 
Neal, Michigan State Uni-
versity 
 
Table 15: Localized 
Space/Gentrification/
Globalized Space 
Table Presider: Diane M. 
Grams, Tulane University 

Dinzey-Flores, State Uni-
versity of New Jersey-
Rutgers 
 
Table 10: Urban Change 
Table Presider: Jolyon 
Wurr, University of Chica-
go 
•Bridging Social Distance 
Through Cultural Authen-
ticity: Black Immigrant 
and African-American 
Relations in a Jamaican 
Restaurant. Marcelle 
Mandisa Medford-Lee, 
University of Chicago 
•The World of Landlords 
in Poor Neighborhoods: 
An Ethnographic Ap-
proach. Clement Thery, 
Columbia University 
•Under Lady Bea's 
Watchful Eyes. Dana Ma-
ria Asbury, Yale Universi-
ty 
•The Taj MaHoops and 
the Impact of Parramore, 
An Orlando Neighbor-
hood. Jaclyn Schildkraut, 
Texas State University-
San Marcos; Amy Don-
ley, University of Central 
Florida 
 
Table 11: Place. Table 
Presider: Mary Larue 
Scherer, University of 
Massachusetts- Amherst 
•"This is an Italian Church 
with a Large Mexican 
Population": White Ethnic 
Place-Making. Juan Rus-
sell Martinez, University 
of Illinois-Chicago 
•Emplacing Ideologies of 
Risk and the Built Envi-
ronment in Women's 
Residential Clubs in 
1900s Chicago. Robin 
Bartram, Loyola Universi-
ty-Chicago 
•Order and Conflict in 
Adult Playground Soft-
ball:The Local as Stage. 
Joseph G. A. Trumino, 

ter Institute of Technolo-
gy  
•Homeless and Fabulous: 
An Outline of a Field Ap-
proach to Street Life. Ty-
ler Frederick, University 
of Toronto 
•Penny for your 
Thoughts: Beggars and 
the Exercise of 
Morality in Daily Life. 
Shai M. Dromi, Yale Uni-
versity 
•Quality of Life for the 
Homeless: Do Time and 
Place Matter. Elizabeth 
C. Miller, University of 
Oregon; Mark E. LaGory, 
University of Alabama-
Birmingham; Kevin M. 
Fitzpatrick, University of 
Arkansas 
•The Uses and Abuses of 
Public Parks: Homeless 
People and Urban Space 
in Las Vegas. Kurt Bor-
chard, University of Ne-
braska-Kearney 
 
Table 9: Segregation 
Table Presider: John R. 
Logan, Brown University 
•Inequality of Place: 
Neighborhood Economic 
Segregation. Claudia Di-
na Solari, University of 
California-Los Angeles 
•Racial and Ethnic Segre-
gation and Inequality in 
New York City Affordable 
Housing. Judith R. 
Halasz, State University 
of New York-New Paltz 
•Reexamination of Segre-
gation Trend with Unbi-
ased Indices, United 
States 1980-2000. Wen-
quan (Charles) Zhang, 
Texas A&M University; 
Mark A. Fossett, Texas 
A&M University  
•'Green Veneers:' Gar-
dens of Inequality in 
Puerto Rico's Gated 
Communities. Zaire Z. 

St. John's University 
•Place Attachment in 
New York City's Jamaica 
Bay. Kristen Lea Van 
Hooreweghe, City Univer-
sity of New York-
Graduate Center 
 
Table 12: Rebuilding 
Communities/Housing 
Table Presider: Jennifer 
A. Stoloff, Dept. of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment 
•Manufacturing Insecuri-
ty: Assessing Eviction 
and Displacement of Mo-
bile Home Park Resi-
dents. Mary Esther Sulli-
van, University of Texas-
Austin 
•More than Density and 
Dereliction: Federal-
Municipal Urban Policy, 
Neighborhood Stability 
and the Built Environ-
ment. David Charles 
Schalliol, University of 
Chicago 
•The Changing Geogra-
phy of Subsidized Hous-
ing: Implications for Ur-
ban Poverty. Ann Owens, 
Harvard University 
 
Table 13: The Developing 
City. Table Presider: Ern-
esto Castaneda, Univer-
sity of Texas-El Paso 
•Affordability and the 
Global City: Policy Shifts 
and Urban Transfor-
mations in Tel Aviv. Na-
than Marom, Tel Aviv 
University  
•Housing Tenure in Re-
form-era Urban China: A 
Multilevel Analysis of 
Market Transformation 
and Power. Qiang 
Fu, Duke University 
•The Perspective of the 
Urban and Rural Space 
in Asia. Jiro Ooi, Tohoku 
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•Coffeehouse Myths: Indi-
vidualization and Com-
mercialism. Dawn Marie 
Lozzi, West Virginia Uni-
versity 
•Culture on the Rise. How 
and Why Arts Participa-
tion Promotes Democrat-
ic Politics. Filipe Carreira 
da Silva, University of 
Lisbon; Terry Nichols 
Clark, University of Chi-
cago 
•Making Way For Privi-
lege: Global Space and 
Consumption in Chica-
go's South Loop. Rebec-
ca Ann Gresh, University 
of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign 
•Memorialization, Social 
Action, and Gentrification: 
Observations from Chica-
go's Near West Side. 
Catherine Gillis, Loyola 
University-Chicago 
 
Table 16:Race and Eth-
nicity. Table Presider: 
Antwan Jones, George 
Washington University 
•Interracial Couples, 
Racework, and the Nego-
tiation of Racial Divisions 
in Urban Life. Amy C. 
Steinbugler, Dickinson 
College 
•Neighborhood Context 
and Mathematic Achieve-
ment: An Analysis of His-
panic Children in Immi-
grant and Native-born 
Families. Suzanne E. 
Macartney, State 
University of New York-
Albany 
•The Sociologist as a 
Multicultural Community 
Facilitator: Analytics and 
Pragmatics. Joshua 
Bender, Columbia 
University 
•The Watch and Ward 
System of White Vigi-
lance in a Changing 

Community. William Ran-
dolph Kelley, Governors 
State University 
•Urban Space, Demo-
graphic Changes and 
New Pressures for Multi-
cultural Collaboration; 
Towards Participant 
Community Based De-
mography. Joshua Bend-
er, Columbia University 
 
Table 17: Welfare 
Table Presider: Katie 
Kerstetter, George Ma-
son University  
•Lessons Learned From 
the Decline and Fall of 
the Community Organiza-
tion ACORN. Fred 
Brooks, Georgia State 
University 
•Poor Children as 
Work:The Impact of Pov-
erty Ideology on the Work 
of Social Workers and 
Teachers. J. Gregg Rob-
inson, Grossmont Col-
lege 
•Strategies of Regulation 
in Urban and Rural Wel-
fare Organizations. Eliza-
beth K. Seale, State Uni-
versity of New York-
Oneonta 
•The State and the Urban 
Poor: Ramifications of 
Slum-Upgrading Policies 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Nicholas Simon Morfit, 
University of California-
Berkeley 
 
Table 18: Ethnography 
Table Presider: Mark Hut-
ter, Rowan University. 
•Boys Doing Art: The 
Construction of Outlaw 
Masculinity in a Portland 
Oregon Graffiti Crew. 
Janna L. Machalek, Pa-
cific University; Terri L. 
Anderson, University of 
California-Los Angeles 
•Pink Transportation: A 

Case of Gender-
segregated Transporta-
tion in Mexico. Amy 
Dunckel-Graglia, State 
University of New York-
Stony Brook 
•Good Guys Loitering: 
Embodying Belonging in 
a Neighborhood Under-
going Change. Amanda 
J. Staight, University of 
Cincinnati 
•Urban Waves: Space, 
Power, and Surfing in 
Chicago. Francisco Vi-
voni, University of Illinois 
 
Table 19: The Impact of 
Modern Technology 
Table Presider: Renee 
Alston, Georgia State 
University. 
•The Social Capital Ef-
fects: Embedded Re-
sources, Tie Strength, 
and the Digital Divides. 
Wenhong Chen, Universi-
ty of Texas-Austin 
•Urban Inequality and the 
Geography of Interorgani-
zational Resource Net-
works. Jeremy R. Levine, 
Harvard University 
 
Table 20: Political Issues 
Table Presider: Laura H. 
Braslow, City University 
of New York-Graduate 
Center  
•Day Laborers Challenge 
to Racialized Space in 
Southern California. Emi-
ly J. Erickson, University 
of California-Los Angeles 
•Resolving Resettlement-
induced Grievancies in 
Urbanizing Africa: A Gen-
dered Approach. Kareem 
Buyana, Cavendish Uni-
versity-Uganda 
•The Politics of Policy 
Failure: Public Housing 
Reform and the Rise of 
Mixed-Income Develop-
ment. John N. Robinson, 

Northwestern University 
•Working the "Divided" 
City: Everyday Life at the 
Intersection of Wealth and 
Poverty. Patrick Inglis, 
City University of New 
York-Graduate Center 
 
Table 21: Migration to the 
City. Table Presider: April 
Linton, Univ of California, 
San Diego 
•Cities, Exclusion and 
Social Conflict in Bangla-
desh. Shahadat Hossain, 
University of Dhaka 
•The Seasonality of 
Moves: 2008. Peter Mat-
eyka, Pennsylvania State 
University; Matthew C. 
Marlay, U.S. Census Bu-
reau 
•Troubled Places, Con-
tested Spaces: Collective 
Memories of Urban Un-
rest in Newark and De-
troit. Max Arthur Herman, 
New Jersey City Universi-
ty 
•Uppity? Ghetto? Black?: 
Negotiating Identity in a 
Mixed Income Public 
Housing Development. 
Tennille Nicole Allen, 
Lewis University 
 
Table 22: The Revanchist 
State 
Table Presider: Ray 
Hutchison, University of 
Wisconsin- Green Bay 
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•The Beach Beneath 
the Streets. New York: 
SUNY Press, 2011. 
 
Benjamin Shepard 
CUNY-NY City College 
of Technology 
 
Gregory Smithsimon 
CUNY- 
Brooklyn College 
 

 Focusing on the liber-
ating promise of public 
space, The Beach Be-
neath the Streets exam-
ines the activist struggles 
of communities in New 
York City—queer youth of 
color, gardeners, cyclists, 
and anti-gentrification 
activists—as they trans-
form streets, piers, and 
vacant lots into everyday 
sites for autonomy, imagi-
nation, identity formation, 
creativity, problem solv-
ing, and even democratic 
renewal. Through ethno-
graphic accounts of con-
tests over New York 
City’s public spaces that 
highlight the tension be-
tween resistance and 
repression, Benjamin 
Shepard and Gregory 
Smithsimon identify how 
changes in the control of 
public spaces—parks, 
street corners, and pla-

zas—have reliably fore-
shadowed elites’ shifting 
designs on the city at 
large. With an innovative 
taxonomy of public 
space, the authors frame 
the ways spaces as di-
verse as gated enclaves, 
luxury shopping malls, 
collapsing piers, and 
street protests can be 
understood in relation to 
one another. Synthesiz-
ing the fifty-year history of 
New York’s neoliberal 
transformation and the 
social movements which 
have opposed the pro-
cess, The Beach Beneath 
the Streets captures the 
dynamics at work in the 
ongoing shaping of urban 
spaces into places of re-
pression, expression, 
control, and creativity.  

 
•Building Globaliza-
tion: Transnational 
Architecture Produc-
tion in Urban China. 
Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2011. 
 

Xuefei Ren 
Michigan State  
University 
 
 From the years 2004 
to 2008, Beijing and 

Shanghai witnessed the 
construction of an ex-
traordinary number of 
new buildings, many of 
which were designed by 
architectural firms over-
seas. Combining ethno-
graphic fieldwork, histori-
cal research, and network 
analysis, Building Globali-
zation closely scrutinizes 
the growing phenomenon 
of transnational architec-
ture and its profound ef-
fect on the development 
of urban space. 
 Roaming from con-
struction sites in Shang-
hai to architects’ offices in 
Paris, Xuefei Ren inter-
views hundreds of archi-
tects, developers, politi-
cians, residents, and ac-
tivists to explore this is-
sue. She finds that in the 
rapidly transforming cities 
of modern China, iconic 
designs from prestigious 
international architects 
help private developers to 
distinguish their projects, 
government officials to 
advance their careers, 
and the Chinese state to 
announce the arrival of 
modern China on the 
world stage.  
 China leads the way 
in the globalization of ar-
chitecture, a process 
whose ramifications can 
be felt from Beijing to Du-
bai to Basel. Connecting 
the dots between real 
estate speculation, mega-
project construction, resi-
dential displacement, his-
torical preservation, 
housing rights, and urban 
activism, Building Globali-
zation reveals the contra-
dictions and consequenc-
es of this new, global ur-
ban frontier. 

NEW BOOKS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
•The Philadelphia Bar-
rio: The Arts, Branding, 
and Neighborhood 
Transformation. Chica-
go: University of Chica-
go Press, 2011. 
 
Frederick F. Wherry 
University of Michigan 
 
 How does a so-called 
bad neighborhood go 
about changing its repu-
tation? Is it simply a mat-
ter of improving material 
conditions or picking the 
savviest marketing strate-
gy? What kind of role can 
or should the arts play in 
that process? Does gen-
trification always entail a 
betrayal of a neighbor-
hood’s roots? Tackling 
these questions and of-
fering a fresh take on the 
dynamics of urban revital-
ization, The Philadelphia 
Barrioexamines one 
neighborhood’s fight to 
erase the stigma of dev-
astation. 
 Frederick F. Wherry 
shows how, in the pre-
dominantly Latino neigh-
borhood of Centro de 
Oro, entrepreneurs and 
community leaders 
forged connections be-
tween local businesses 
and cultural institutions to 
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rebrand a place once 
nicknamed the Badlands. 
Artists and performers 
negotiated with govern-
ment organizations and 
national foundations, 
Wherry reveals, and took 
to local galleries, stages, 
storefronts, and street 
parades in a concerted, 
canny effort to reanimate 
the spirit of their neigh-
borhood. 

 
•Second Cities: Globali-
zation and Politics in 
Manchester and Phila-
delphia. Philadelphia: 
Temple University 
Press, 2011. 
 
Jerome Hodos 
Franklin and Marshall 
College 
 
 Second Cities analyz-
es how Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and Man-
chester, England have 
engaged with multiple 
dimensions of globaliza-
tion over the past two 
centuries. Rather than 
being marginalized, both 
cities have long been ac-
tive participants in global 
society. But they are not 
just global cities in minia-
ture; they exemplify the 
second city as a historical 

alternative to the ―global 
city‖ path. 
 Philadelphia and Man-
chester display strikingly 
similar patterns of inte-
gration into global eco-
nomic, migratory and cul-
tural flows. For example, 
the book uses an innova-
tive database of foreign 
direct investment to track 
both cities’ involvement in 
the global economy, par-
ticularly in manufacturing 
but (different from global 
cities) not in international 
finance. The two cities 
likewise exhibit patterns 
of cultural production and 
migrant settlement that 
are similar to each other 
but distinct from those of 
global cities.  
 Both city governments 
also employed ―municipal 
foreign policy‖ to act on 
their own behalf in search 
of greater global promi-
nence and recognition. 
They repeatedly built new 
transportation infrastruc-
ture to enhance their 
global connections, and 
also elaborated a specifi-
cally second city urban 
identity through cultural 
planning projects. The 
analysis of urban devel-
opment over a broad time 
frame thus offers lessons 
for policy makers, schol-
ars, and community lead-
ers concerned with the 
urban impact of globaliza-
tion. The second city of-
fers a lens through which 
to view other urban cen-
ters, from Atlanta to Ban-
galore, Seattle, and Tu-
rin. 
 

 
  

 
•The Tour Guide: Walk-
ing and Talking New 
York. Chicago: Univer-
sity of Chicago Press, 
2011. 
 
Jonathan R. Wynn 
University of  
Massachusetts-
Amherst 
 

 Everyone wants to 
visit New York at least 
once. The Big Apple is a 
global tourist destination 
with a dizzying array of 
attractions throughout the 
five boroughs. The only 
problem is figuring out 
where to start—and that’s 
where the city’s tour 
guides come in. 
 These guides are a 
vital part of New York’s 
raucous sidewalk culture, 
and, as The Tour Guide 
reveals, the tours they 
offer are as fascinatingly 
diverse—and eccentric—
as the city itself. Visitors 
can take tours that cover 
Manhattan before the 
arrival of European set-
tlers, the nineteenth-
century Irish gangs of 
Five Points, the culinary 
traditions of Queens, the 
culture of Harlem, or  
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even the surveillance 
cameras of Chelsea—in 
short, there are tours to 
satisfy anyone’s curiosity 
about the city’s past or 
present. And the guides 
are as intriguing as the 
subjects, we learn, as 
Jonathan R. Wynn ex-
plores the lives of the 
people behind the tours, 
introducing us to office 
workers looking for a di-
version from their desk 
jobs, unemployed actors 
honing their vocal skills, 
and struggling retirees 
searching for a second 
calling. Matching years of 
research with his own 
experiences as a guide, 
Wynn also lays bare the 
grueling process of ac-
quiring an official license 
and offers a how-to guide 
to designing and leading 
a tour. 
 Touching on the long 
history of tour-giving 
across the globe as well 
as the ups and downs of 
New York’s tour guide 
industry in the wake of 
9/11, The Tour Guide is 
as informative and in-
sightful as the chatty, 
charming, and colorful 
characters at its heart. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

•White Flight/Black 
Flight: the Dynamics 
of Racial Change in an 
American Neighbor-
hood. Ithica, NY: Cor-
nell University Press, 
2011. 
 
Rachael A. Woldoff, 
West Virginia 
University 
 

 Urban residential inte-
gration is often fleeting—
a brief snapshot that be-
lies a complex process of 
racial turnover in many 
U.S. cities. White Flight/
Black Flight takes read-
ers inside a neighbor-
hood that has shifted rap-
idly and dramatically in 
race composition over 
the last two decades. The 
book presents a portrait 
of a working-class neigh-
borhood in the aftermath 
of white flight, illustrating 
cultural clashes that ac-
company racial change 
as well as common val-
ues that transcend race, 
from the perspectives of 
three groups: white stay-
ers, black pioneers, and 
―second-wave‖ blacks.  
 The book offers a 
fresh look at race and 
neighborhoods by docu-
menting a two-stage pro-
cess of neighborhood 
transition and focusing on 
the perspectives of two 
understudied groups: 
newly arriving black resi-
dents and whites who 
have stayed in the neigh-
borhood. Woldoff de-
scribes the period of tran-
sition when white resi-
dents still remain, though 
in diminishing numbers, 
and a second, less dis-
cussed stage of racial 

change: black flight. She 
reveals what happens 
after white flight is com-
plete: ―Pioneer‖ blacks 
flee to other neighbor-
hoods or else adjust to 
their new segregated res-
idential environment by 
coping with the loss of 
relationships with their 
longer-term white neigh-
bors, signs of community 
decline, and conflicts with 
the incoming second 
wave of black neighbors.  
 Readers will find sev-
eral surprising and com-
pelling twists to the white 
flight story related to pos-
itive relations between 
elderly stayers and the 
striving pioneers, conflict 
among black residents, 
and differences in cultural 
understandings of what 
constitutes crime and 
disorder. 
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A Sociology of the First 
Amendment (Martinez 
2011) Examines Urban 
Planning and Protest 
Policing 
Elizabeth E. Martinez 
University of Notre Dame 
 
 A scholar in the Cen-
ter for the Study of Social 
Movements and Social 
Change at the University 
of Notre Dame, Martinez 
has completed her dis-
sertation, A Sociology of 
the First Amendment 
(May 2011). The study 
offers a new look at the 
regulation of urban pro-
test, using an institutional 
level of analysis of urban 
planning and policing 
logics, in contrast to the 
micro-level focus that is 
often used in social 
movement studies of the 
"negotiated manage-
ment" of protest violence 
in U.S. cities. Martinez 
(2011) finds that regula-
tions of assembly at large
-scale political events, 
such as the presidential 
national conventions are 
better explained by the 
global city thesis, urban 
differentiation, and politi-
cal economy of place, 
than by the negotiated 
management thesis. The 
thrust of her study is that 
political logics of certain 
professions organize 
physical and social spac-
es, even social spaces 
within the realm of civil 
liberty. For instance, the 
protest pen or ―free 
speech zone‖ used at the 
2004 Democratic Nation-
al Convention in Boston 
is a manifestation and 
visible symbol of the ex-
clusions and inclusions 

that urban planning and 
urban policing logics 
have produced in First 
Amendment law. Mar-
tinez argues that profes-
sional logics of urban 
planning and policing 
feed into juridical logics 
and court opinions re-
garding the regulation of 
space. Data examined in 
the dissertation are judi-
cial opinions, institutional 
histories, and legitimation 
claims regarding the reg-
ulation of liberty, includ-
ing the use of mass ar-
rests and free speech 
zones during protests at 
the presidential national 
conventions. 
 
Liquid Resistance: Wa-
ter, Infrastructure & the 
Politics of Contraction 
in New Orleans 
Lucas Owen Kirkpatrick 
University of California- 
Davis 
 
 Five years after Hurri-
cane Katrina, New Orle-
ans is a smaller, whiter, 
and wealthier city.  This 
can be traced to the pro-
cess of strategic urban 
contraction.  Initially, this 
took the form of a 
―shrinking the footprint‖ 
strategy, which hinged on 
turning the lowest-lying 
areas of the city into 
marshes, parks, and oth-
er ―greenspace.‖  The 
wholesale eradication of 
entire neighborhoods 
would be implemented 
through the mass dispos-
session of homes and the 
targeted contraction of 
public works, urban infra-
structure, and municipal 
services.  In neighbor-
hoods slated for elimina-

tion, place-based col-
lective action shared a 
common objective – 
saving their communi-
ties from urban contrac-
tion ―by fiat.‖  These 
efforts were successful; 
high levels of socio-
political mobilization 
frustrated municipal 
efforts to shrink the 
city’s footprint. 

Yet strategic con-
traction continues to be 
a threat to marginalized 
neighborhoods.  Over 
time, the strategy has 
evolved into a form of 
contraction ―by attrition‖ 
that is implemented 
through the geograph-
ically targeted withdraw-
al of funding and 
maintenance for public 
works.  In this scenario, 
specific neighborhoods 
are slowly suffocated as 
individual homes and 
blocks are threatened 
by the arterial blockage 
of utilities, infrastructure 
networks, and public 
services.  In response, 
these communities 
have launched an orga-
nized movement to de-
fend their homes and 
neighborhoods from 
both direct and indirect 
methods of urban con-
traction.  
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The  Las  Vegas  Paradox  f r o m  p a g e  1  

the term fate to describe  
the meetings’ move from 
Chicago to Las Vegas. 
Instead, I’ll say it’s fortui-
tous. The good fortune of 
the move lies in the fact 
that about 5000 sociolo-
gists will come to Las 
Vegas, a city whose pop 
culture-fueled reputation 
precedes many persons’ 
visits. The meetings will 
give attendees a chance 
to witness the possibili-
ties of an impossible city. 
As urban sociologists, the 
roots of our tree of 
knowledge still lie in Chi-
cago, but our branches 
have grown elsewhere, 
including the Mojave De-
sert. Las Vegas might not 
look like other cities, 
though the Statue of Lib-
erty outside the New 

York, New York Hotel 
fooled the U.S. Post Of-
fice who mistakenly put 
its image, rather than the 
real Lady Liberty’s, on a 
stamp earlier this year. 
But many cities – large 
and small – are starting 
to look like, and even act 
like, ―Sin City.‖ Las Vegas 
is to the hypermodern 
post-industrial metropolis   
what Chicago was to the 
modern industrial city.  
 Though the differ-
ences between Chicago 
and Las Vegas are stark, 
their similarities are more 
interesting and important. 
When the famed early 
Chicago School ethnog-
raphers and ecologists 
were studying their city, 
presenting it as a barom-
eter for investigating the 

trials and tribulations of 
American urbanism and 
urbanization, Chicago 
had experienced a tre-
mendous population 
growth. Chicago’s popu-
lation skyrocketed from 
about 500,000 in 1880 to 
about 2 million in 1910. 
Following an oddly similar 
pattern, Las Vegas expe-
rienced a recent exces-
sive growth spurt, also 
spanning a mere thirty 
years. The population in 
Clark County (which is 
comprised of Las Vegas 
proper and the surround-
ing areas in the Valley 
including the Strip as well 
as the City of Henderson) 
grew from a little less 
than 500,000 in 1980 to 
about 2 million in 2010.  
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The U.S Postal Service mistakenly used the image of the Statue of Liberty replica outside the 

New York, New York Casino on its postage stamp instead of the real statue. 
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 Approaching Chicago 
after its boom in order to 
investigate the ―moral as 
well as physical organiza-
tion‖ of the city, Robert 
Park and his astute col-
leagues created a plat-
form on which urban soci-
ology, specifically, and 
sociology, more general-
ly, could stand and flour-
ish (Park and Burgess, 
1925). In fact, Park et al., 
influenced by the German 
idealism of Georg Simmel 
and the burgeoning 
―native‖ American prag-
matist philosophies of the 
time, justified sociology 
as an important and nec-
essary science of human 
endeavors. It is some-
what ironic, then, that 
members of the Sociolo-
gy Department at the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las 
Vegas committed to in-
vestigating this robust 
social laboratory have 
been forced to justify the 
importance and necessity 
of our discipline to those 
who make decisions 
about budgets cuts to 
higher education. And if 
fate means anything, per-
haps after urban sociolo-
gists visit Las Vegas for 
the meetings, interests 
will be sparked that can 
help our department and 
our city survive and 
thrive. 
 I don’t want to ex-
pound too much on the 
gory details of the lean 
economic and mean polit-
ical times we live in that 
have affected us as much 
as they have affected 
many of you. Rather, I 
will present a picture – a 
―mental map‖ so to speak 
– of Las Vegas that is 
often glossed over by 
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”The odd ability to 

re-invent itself has 

made Las Vegas 

both alluring and 

disorienting.” -

Michael Borer 

Hollywood, tourists, and 
fly-by-night critics. This is 
intended to help you navi-
gate the city’s often jar-
ring social, symbolic, and 
physical environment 
while you’re here, regard-
less of whether you divert 
from the scripted route 
from McCarran Interna-
tional Airport to Ceasars 
Palace and the other bil-
lion dollar shiny specta-
cles that surround it.  
 
Where Overstimulation 
is Normal 
 
Most of you will fly into 
Las Vegas. Regardless of 
the time of your arrival, 
you will immediately hear 
the beeps, blips, and 
rings of slot machines 
that will follow you like 
electronic gnats buzzing 
behind your ear. When I 
moved here three years 
ago, I wondered how long 
it would take for those 
sounds to become blasé. 
 If you leave the meet-
ing rooms, you will pass 
by ―Roman‖ centurions, 
vestals, and statues 
(including Michelangelo’s 
David). Once you pass 
Cleopatra’s barge and 
make it outside, the op-
tions might seem end-
less, though the 110 de-
gree heat during the day 
may deter some from 
venturing too far. The 
climate in Las Vegas is 
extreme, but perhaps not 
as much as the haphaz-
ard pastiche of architec-
tural styles and historical 
references. To the north, 
you’ll see Venice 
(gondolas and all) and to 
the south you’ll see Paris 
(indicated by an Eiffel 
Tower – eat your heart 

out Roland Barthes! – 
that looks as if it juts 
through the hotel’s casino 
floor). You are no longer 
in a sleepy, wild west, 
mining town nor are you 
in a space defined by 
Venturi’s ―decorated 
shed‖ (1977). This is Las 
Vegas after the boom, 
filled with hybrid-
amusement park-
megaresorts that attempt 
to provide dramaturgical 
sets, and scripts, for both 
family vacations and 
adult debaucheries 
(Gottdiener, Collins, and 
Dickens, 1999).  
 The odd ability to re-
invent itself has made 
Las Vegas both alluring 
and disorienting. The Las 
Vegas ―tradition of inven-
tion‖ may be more em-
blematic than exceptional 
as cities across the Unit-
ed States and elsewhere 
have sought to legalize 
gambling and erect their 
own ―authentic‖ historical 
replicas (Douglass and 
Raento, 2004). Yet ques-
tions still remain about 
the intended target audi-
ence for this oversized, 
neon playground. Once 
you see the mobile bill-
boards (trucks meant for 
advertising rather than 
transportation) plastered 
with barely dressed wom-
en or hear the ―thump‖ 
from the predominantly 
Latino men ready to hand 
you laminated business 
cards with girls and 
phone numbers on them, 
you’ll quickly realize 
which demographic mat-
ters most: young – and 
not so young – men, 
drunk on booze and privi-
lege. 
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 Though the Strip is 
four miles long, it feels 
condensed. The sensorial 
stimuli on the Strip can 
be overwhelming for the 
first-time visitor, as well 
as for the local who only 
goes there when friends 
or family come to visit. I 
often wonder what Sim-
mel would make of this 
type of overstimulation; 
perhaps his central nerv-
ous system would ex-
plode. Visitors are 
pushed beyond the blasé 
attitude as they’re thrust 
into a public realm where 
gawking is the norm. The 
numbers of street per-
formers dressed as pop 
culture characters like 
Homer Simpson and Mi-
chael Jackson have in-
creased dramatically this 
past year due to Ne-
vada’s poor economy and 
high rate of unemploy-
ment. Celebrity imperson-
ators have long enjoyed 
headliner status, but the 
recent economic down-
turn has pushed perform-
ers off stage and onto the 
streets. This gained na-
tional attention when a 
video of a physical alter-
cation between a tourist 
and a man dressed as 
Batman ―went viral‖ on 
YouTube and other social 
networking sites. 
 Professionals, howev-
er, do not corner the mar-
ket on street performanc-
es. On the Strip, anyone 
is fair game as source of 
entertainment or infor-
mation. Individuals be-
come both performers 
and audience members 
on the sidewalks of the 
Strip where human and 
non-human spectacles 
abound. Lyn Lofland’s 

―principles of stranger 
interaction‖ (1998) are in 
effect every day, all day 
and all night. And people-
watching becomes not 
just a source of pleasure 
but a necessary tool for 
navigating through this 
multi-sensorial terrain 
(Borer, 2010). Watching 
others to see ―where the 
action is‖ may lead you 
southward from Ceasars 
where you might catch a 
glimpse of the Bellagio 
fountains. The synchro-
nized sprays are set to 
recorded music by the 
London Symphony Or-
chestra, Frank Sinatra, 
and Celine Dion, among 
others. More often than 
not, though, following 
others will lead you, as 
designed, into a casino 
and toward the nearest 
slot machine or table 
game. 
 For those seeking 
some ―high culture,‖ the 
Bellagio, an opulent Ste-
ve Wynn resort, provides 
some respite from the 
continual flow of kitsch. A 
40,000 pound sculpture 
comprised of approxi-
mately 1000 colored 
blown glass flowers by 
Dale Chihuly hangs 
above the hotel lobby. 
Nearby is the intricately 
designed garden that you 
can walk through on your 
way to the Gallery of Fine 
Art. Unlike most cities, 
the arts and other cultural 
amenities have been pri-
marily relegated to the 
private sector. A lack of 
funding for Las Vegas 
and Clark County has 
pushed the typical civic 
responsibilities of most 
municipalities – including 

roads, education, and the 
arts –into the hands of 
entrepreneurial business 
leaders and out of range 
of control by the general 
public. The prevailing 
idea that locals, rather 
than tourists, are 
strangers in this city has 
led to public policies – 
including a regressive tax 
structure – that threatens 
the quality of life of those 
who call Las Vegas 
home. 
 
Beyond the Neon 
 
 If you can get away 
from the Strip, in any di-
rection, you will quickly 
enter a social experiment 
buttressed by neon mega
-resorts on one side and 
towering mountain rang-
es on the other. Getting 
away is bit difficult, 
though. Despite the ef-
forts of the civic-minded 
and environmentally 
aware, Las Vegas does 
not have a light rail sys-
tem that goes beyond the 
Strip. Much of Las Vegas 
is not bike-friendly; even 
in places where there are 
bike lanes they either 
tend to begin and end 
sporadically or are treat-
ed like turn lanes by driv-
ers. But if you can find a 
way out, you can see the 
mid-modern homes in the 
Huntridge neighborhoods 
on the east or the Scotch 
80s on the west. Heading 
further westward, you 
might get a glimpse of the 
―Historic Westside,‖ a 
traditional, segregated 
African-American en-
clave, but you’ll most like-
ly miss it and end up in 
Summerlin, the largest 
master-planned commu-

The  Las  Vegas  Paradox  f r o m  p a g e  ?  

nity in the United States.  
 As you make your 
way through and in and 
out of the often over-
designed neighborhoods, 
two questions might 
come to mind: 1) Is this 
Phoenix? and 2) Where 
are the people who live in 
these houses? These 
seemingly simple ques-
tions reveal some of the 
important complex social 
problems that face resi-
dents of Las Vegas. No, 
it’s not Phoenix, but de-
velopers seem to have 
thought it might be, 
though without light rail 
and professional sports 
teams. As for the people, 
well, a lot of those hous-
es are empty. The Enter-
tainment Capital of the 
World is now also the 
Foreclosure Capital. With 
too much attention given 
to the Strip and not 
enough on planning, a 
lack of oversight led to 
vast urban/suburban 
sprawl and overdevelop-
ment during the boom 
years. Not far from the 
simulated ruins of Egypt 
at the Luxor exists the 
―newly built ruins‖ that 
surround it.  
 The social laboratory 
that is Las Vegas has 
afforded urban sociolo-
gists a wealth of opportu-
nities to study some of 
the most pressing social 
and cultural issues: envi-
ronmental sustainability, 
gambling, sex work, com-
munity-building, interac-
tion, aging, immigration, 
race and ethnic relations, 
mental and physical 
health, crime, consumer-
ism, etc. Many of my col-
leagues have organized 
―Regional Spotlight‖ ses-
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sions to discuss these 
issues. While they cer-
tainly have local rele-
vance, they are also com-
mon subjects that sociol-
ogists investigate within 
and outside of most cit-
ies. Therein lies the para-
dox of Las Vegas. The 
neon glow of the Strip 
might allure you, as it 
does so many millions 
each year, but it shouldn’t 
deter you from focusing 
your eyes elsewhere. It is 
in that collection of else-
wheres where human 
lives, like the pre-
fabricated homes where 
many people live and are 
upside down on their 
mortgages, are built up 
and torn down without 
much thought or care. 
Once viewed as excep-
tional, Las Vegas has in 
many ways become para-
digmatic of life in early 
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21
st
 century urban 

―megaburbs.‖ As such, 
it’s important to remem-
ber that what happens in 
Vegas . . . happens else-
where. 
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The Luxor Casino is one of the few symiliatical landscapes that looks at home in the natural landscape of the Las Vegas desert. 



William Grady Holt 
CUSS Newsletter Editor 
Engleman Hall-Co11 
Department of Sociology 
Southern Connecticut State 
University 
301 Crescent Street 
New Haven, CT 06515 

Ameri can 

Sociological  

Associat i on  

Communi ty & 

Urban Sociology 

Sect ion  

Cal ls  for  Papers  

Phone: 203-392-5675 
Fax: 203-392-7087 
E-mail: 
holtiiiw1@southernct.edu 

We’re on the web:   

 The Community 

Web 

http://

www.commurb.org 

•Poverty in America: 
Health and Well-Being 
Among the Vulnerable 
edited by Kevin Fitzpat-
rick, University of Arkan-
sas. This three-volume 
interdisciplinary collection 
will explore the challeng-
es and solutions in ad-
dressing the public health 
crisis among America’s 
poor. While providing 
both theoretical and em-
pirical insights, contribu-
tors will be asked to pre-
pare manuscripts for one 
of the three volumes. The 
first volume explores the 
general challenges of 
health and health care 
among the low and no-
income population; a se-
cond volume is devoted 
exclusively to health and 
health care issues among 
the homeless; and a third 
volume focuses on the 
link between health and 
place and its impact on 
America’s poor. Potential 
contributors are asked to 
propose a chapter for one 
of these volumes. E-mail 
a proposal of no more 
than 900 words, and a 
two-page CV to Kevin 
Fitzpatrick kfitz-

pa@uark.edu. Deadline: 
September 15, 2011. For 
more information go to: 
http:sociology.uark.edu/3
550.php and click on the 
―Poverty and Health in 
America‖ link. 
•Urban Areas and 
Global Climate Change 
 The majority of the 
world’s population lives 
in urban areas. Global 
climate change will im-
pact significantly low-
elevated coastal regions 
which comprise 2% of 
the world’s land mass 
but contain 13% of its 
population in many of 
the world’s largest urban 
areas. These changes 
will not impact all resi-
dents the same with 
class, gender, race, eth-
nicity and age making 
some populations more 
vulnerable. We encour-
age papers from authors 
writing about cities and 
metropolitan regions 
across the global north 
and south. We will be 
looking for papers that 
illustrate how climate 
change affects these 
urban areas. 
 This edition of Re-

search in Urban Sociolo-
gy will focus on the fol-
lowing topics related to 
climate change on urban 
life: urban development 
and design including the 
built environment and 
urban infrastructure 
(water, sewerage, energy, 
transport); -community 
participation, action and 
representation; impacts 
on informal settlements 
and slum areas; urban 
governance; -public/
private collaborations; 
local attempts at abating; 
disaster preparedness; 
and social impacts on 
poverty and public health. 
 Potential contributors 
should submit a chapter 
abstract for this volume. 
Proposal statements 
should be one-page, sin-
gle-spaced in length. 
Pease e-mail your pro-
posal to William Holt at by 
September 15, 2011. All 
contributors will be noti-
fied by October 1, 2011 
as to their submission 
status. Final chapter man-
uscripts will be due Janu-
ary 15, 2012. 
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