
graduate students look 
more engaged with each 
other, with the topics at 
hand, and the faculty 
seems more alive.  This 
new energy is coming 
from the emergence of 

the Occupy Wall Street 
movement or OWS as it 
has begun to be called.  
After a summer of politi-
cal paralysis, of can’t do,  
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munity, is getting more 
and better manuscripts.  
Sociologists generally, 
including many urbanists, 
are appearing more fre-
quently on the op-ed pag-
es of the New York Times 
and other major (and not 
so major) dailies, on Huff-
ington Post and other 
blogs, in The American 
Prospect and other gen-
eral interest and trade 
magazines.  Urbanists 
have assumed prominent 
positions with govern-
ment agencies, non-profit 
organizations, and busi-
nesses.  My unscientific 
reading of job ads sug-
gests that urbanists are in 
greater demand for aca-
demic positions.  The 
Department of Sociology 
at the University of Cin-
cinnati recently adver-
tised for three positions in 
urban inequality as a fur-
ther investment in a clus-

ter of hires in this area.  
One can never be too 
sanguine about academic 
employment of course.  
We still get over 100 ap-
plications for many job 
openings. 
 Urbanists are fre-
quently approached for 
their expertise and con-
sulting services in a wide  
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C h a i r ’ s  M e s s a g e  

L i l y  H o f f m a n ,  C C N Y / C U N Y  

 As I sit in my office 
this early October with 
the door open and faculty 
and students passing in 
the halls, there is noticea-
ble excitement.  In clas-
ses, undergraduates and 

 
Greg Squires          
George Washington   
University 

 The state of urban 
sociology is probably 
healthier than that of the 
nation’s urban and metro-
politan areas.  I do not 
think there is a connec-
tion.  At least I hope this 
is not the case.  But I am 
reminded of Robert 
Lynd’s warning from his 
1939 book Knowledge for 
What that academics do 
not want to be caught 
“lecturing on navigation 
while the ship is going 
down.” 
 Urban scholars and 
scholarship seem to be 
doing well.  Membership 
in the Community and 
Urban Sociology Section 
of the ASA is up along 
with CUSS participation 
at the annual conference.  
Our journal, City & Com-

Greg Squires received the 

2011 Lynd Lifetime 

Achievement Award. 

Photo: GWU Sociology 



something is at last hap-
pening here akin to the 
rumblings that have been 
felt and seen globally.  
Students and faculty at 
our colleges and universi-
ties have begun to partici-
pate; in NYC, CUNY 
marched with the unions 
on October 5 in support 
of the nascent move-
ment.  Our listservs, 
blogs, social network 
sites have begun to re-
port on, criticize, specu-
late about OWS, using 
the tools of collective be-
havior and social move-
ment analysis, of compar-
ative historical sociology, 
to get a grip on the phe-
nomenon.  We are asking 
about the trajectory of 
grass-roots populist 
movements?  Whether 
and how they feed into 
party politics?  How OWS 
compares to the con-
servative Tea Party 
Movement.  Questions 
about institutionalization 
and cooptation, about the 
use of social media, 
about how to incorporate 
the movement into 
course syllabi. The New 
York Times architecture 
critic Michael Kimmelman 
wrote an interesting piece 
about the political power 
of public places, the loss 
of public space, and the 
construction of an 
“architecture of con-
sciousness” in Zuccotti 
Park.  And the list goes 
on. 
 Personally, I am not 
concerned about the 
amorphousness of OWS 
or the purported vague-
ness of its demands, but 
rather, that we move be-
yond the academic gaze. 

Vegas, was organized by 
CUSS members Michael 
Borer and Simon 
Gottschalk.  The CUSS 
Business Meeting was 
one of the largest I’ve 
attended, although this 
might have been due to 
the agenda which includ-
ed discussion of the new 
contract for C&C and the 
revised CUSS Bylaws.  
We welcomed incoming 
Chair-elect Philip Kasinitz 
and Secretary/Treasurer 
Japonica Brown-
Saracino, Council Mem-
bers Lance Freeman and 
Lincoln Quillian, and the 
new members of the Pub-
lications Committee, Jef-
frey Timberlake and 
Elena Vesselinov. We 
thanked outgoing Secre-
tary/Treasurer Celeste 
Watkins-Hayes who put 
in many hours or work on 
the contract and bylaws, 
outgoing Council Mem-
bers Mary Fischer and 
Monica McDermott, and 
outgoing Publications  
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As part of the 99% it is 
also up to us to pick up 
the ball and run with it-
whether our particular 
interest is homeowners 
with distressed mortgag-
es, fiscal reform, cam-
paign finance legislation.  
I am arguing that we 
need to go beyond the 
classroom to engage as 
public intellectuals and 
citizens at this time of 
danger and opportunity.  
The reality of high and 
sustained unemployment, 
rising poverty, historic 
levels of inequality re-
quires all of our efforts 
and talents. Occupy Wall 
Street is more than a 
wake-up call; it is a call to 
action. 
 
CUSS Section Day 2011  
 Reporting on the Au-
gust 2011 ASA meetings 
in Las Vegas, CUSS ses-
sions were well attended 
including the twenty-one 
roundtables at the break-
fast hour.  An interesting 
regional spotlight on Las 

Page 2 

Chai r ’ s  Message  f rom page  1  

“As part of the 99%  
it is also up to us to 
pick up the ball and 
run with it 
.” 
 
-Lily Hoffman 
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The Occupy Wall Street protests are spreading across 

the United States. 

Photo by Lily Hoffman 
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Movement. 
 Additionally, on page 
four you will find infor-
mation about the call for 
submissions for the 2012 
ASA CUSS panels and 
roundtables with a Janu-
ary 11, 2012 deadline. 
On page 6 you will see 
the 2012 call for award 
nominations with a March 
1, 2012 deadline.    

 For the second year, 
the CUSS Newsletter 
includes a feature essay 
by this year’s Lynd Life-
time Achievement Award 
winner. Greg Squires dis-
cusses the role of urban 
sociology. Also, this edi-
tion includes Lily Hoff-
man’s Chair’s Message 
focusing on the growing 
Occupy Wall Street 

 As we prepare future 
CUSS Newsletter editions, 
I am looking for someone 
interested in writing about 
urban issues in Denver for 
the Summer 2012 newslet-
ter. Pease contact me at 
holtiiiw1@southernct.edu. 
If you are interested in 
contributing to future edi-
tions or have any sugges-
tions. 
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Announcements  

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e  

W i l l i a m  H o l t ,  S o u t h e r n  C o n n e c t i c u t  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  

•The University of  
Chicago’s Urban Portal 
(UrbanPortal.org) is now 
on Twitter 
(@TheUrbanPortal). We 
tweet links to a variety of 
articles and blog posts 
reporting on the critical 
issues in urban research. 
The Urban Portal is an 
online hub designed to 
provide experts and non-
experts easy access to 
current research and re-
sources on urban issues. 
The Urban Portal con-
tains a robust array of 
urban research tools, in-
cluding numerous da-
tasets and links to rele-
vant websites and jour-
nals. An extensive listing 
of national and interna-
tional conferences and a 
directory of faculty work-
ing on urban questions 
are also available on the 
site. Please visit the Ur-
ban Portal at urbanpor-
tal.org, contact us at Ur-
ban@UChicago.edu or 
follow us on Twitter at 
@TheUrbanPortal. 
 
 

•Rice University’s  
Institute for Urban Re-
search, under the direc-
tion of Sociology Profes-
sors Stephen L. Kline-
berg and Michael O. Em-
erson, was launched in 
February 2010 to offer a 
model of how research 
universities and cities 
can work together to 
strengthen urban life. 
Shortly thereafter, Hou-
ston philanthropists Rich 
and Nancy Kinder an-
nounced a $15 million 
gift to Rice University to 
support the institute’s 
expanded research in 
Houston and other major 
cities around the world. 
In their honor, the Insti-
tute was renamed The 
Kinder Institute for Urban 
Research.  
 The mission of the 
Kinder Institute is to ad-
vance understanding of 
the most critical issues 
facing Houston and oth-
er leading urban centers. 
The institute conducts 
scientific research, sup-
ports educational pro-
grams, and engages in 
public outreach with the 

goal of fostering the de-
velopment of more hu-
mane and sustainable 
cities. In addition, the in-
stitute provides a perma-
nent home for the Kinder 
Houston Area Survey, the 
nation’s longest running 
study of any metropolitan 
region’s economy, popu-
lation, life experiences, 
beliefs, and attitudes. It 
also sponsors several 
research and outreach 
programs, designed to 
further ongoing research 
initiatives at Rice Univer-
sity and to serve as cata-
lysts to stimulate informed 
action in the wider Hou-
ston community and be-
yond. 
The scholars, researchers 
and students at the insti-
tute have developed an 
innovative approach to 
the study of cities by en-
gaging in empirical re-
search that is directly in-
formed by the concerns of 
public officials, business-
es and community lead-
ers and is made accessi-
ble to them.  Learn about 
the Kinder Institute at 
www.kinder.rice.edu.  

“I am arguing that 
we need to go 
beyond the 
classroom to 
engage as public 
intellectuals and 
citizens at this time 
of danger and 
opportunity.” 
 
-Lily Hoffman 
 
 

http://UrbanPortal.org
https://twitter.com/#%21/TheUrbanPortal
http://urbanportal.org/
http://urbanportal.org/
mailto:Urban@UChicago.edu
mailto:Urban@UChicago.edu
https://twitter.com/#%21/TheUrbanPortal
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 The 2012 ASA Annu-
al Meetings will be held 
in Denver, Colorado 
from August 17-20. The 
CUSS Section will spon-
sor three open sessions 
as well as roundtables. 
All papers should be 
submitted though the 
conference website at 
www.asanet.org by Jan-
uary 11, 2012 at 3:00 
p.m. EST 
 
OPEN SESSION 
Utopias and Rebuild-
ing: Cities and Com-
munities after Disaster. 
Organizers: 
•Diana Cheyenne 
Harvey 
Rutgers University 
dharvey@ 
sociology.rutgers.edu 
•Yuki Kato 
Tulane University 
ykato@tulane.edu 
Tulane University 
 
 Recent disasters in 
New Orleans, Haiti, Ja-
pan, and elsewhere 
have given way to utopi-
an discussions on how 
to rebuild society. The-
se discussions, however, 
have become heavily 
contested and re-
veal dramatic conceptual 
differences (at different 
levels, including race, 
class and gender, and 
culture) of what is utopi-
an. Furthermore, the 
convergence of these 
events and neo-liberal 
fiscal austerity measures 
have led some to ques-
tion the role of the social 
in rebuilding altogether. 
In this session we are 
interested in contribu-
tions that focus on utopi-
an ideologies that are 

how do cultural pursuits 
(religion, transnational 
ethnic community, out-
door communion, arts 
and music, food and ag-
riculture, intentional 
communities) affect real 
estate demand in life-
style enclaves?  Do pop-
ular interests in "quality 
of life," "authentic" plac-
es, voluntary simplicity, 
and ecological sustaina-
bility challenge the 
modes of amenity and 
service consumption 
traditionally associated 
with gentrification? 
2) Conflict and Inequali-
ty: how has gentrification 
affected lifestyle en-
claves in urban, subur-
ban, or rural contexts? 
What is the relationship 
between conflict (e.g., 
inter-cultural, economic, 
old timers vs. newcom-
ers, etc.) and urban 
change? What is the 
relationship between 
urban change and social 
inequality?  
3) Life Course and 
Space: how are urban 
enclaves transformed 
physically and symboli-
cally as residents post-
pone/defer childbirth, 
build families outside of 
traditional heterosexual 
parenting norms, or ex-
tend the income-earning 
years of the "empty nest" 
life-stage? Are there dif-
ferential effects based 
on home-ownership ver-
sus renting? 
4) Sexuality and Space: 
urban sociologists have 
historically emphasized 
the racial or ethnically-
inflected nature of spatial 
settlements at the com-
parative neglect of sexu-

placement and reloca-
tion in cities, whether 
instigated through state 
action (forcible evictions) 
or market measures. 
When combined with 
accelerating migration 
and other population 
pressures, cities and 
urban spaces are in-
creasingly becoming 
sites for conflict over 
land tenure, livability, 
representation, and the 
overall “right to the city.” 
This panel seeks papers 
that examine the social, 
spatial, and political con-
flicts that emerge in rap-
idly urbanizing locales. It 
is especially interested in 
papers that focus on 
conflicts over the built 
environment or property 
rights; how they might 
link to struggles over 
citizenship, representa-
tion, political authority, or 
sovereignty; and the 
conditions under which 
these conflicts may turn 
violent. 
 
OPEN SESSION: 
Urban and Community 
Sociology Beyond the 
City Limits 
Organizers:  
•Alexandra Murphy 
Princeton University 
AKMurphy@ 
princeton.edu  
•Japonica Brown-
Saracino 
Boston University 
japonica@bu.edu 
 
 One of sociology's 
great traditions has been 
urban ethnography - the 
use of participant obser-
vation to study various 
facets of social life that  
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behind rebuilding places 
in the aftermath of a dis-
aster (and how the efforts 
that stem from these ide-
ologies change places for 
the better or worse); the 
gap between utopian vi-
sions and reality; exami-
nations of the architects 
of utopias (activists, resi-
dents, builders, scholars, 
etc.); and, policy changes 
that reflect the (partial) 
incorporation of utopian 
ideals. 
 
OPEN SESSION: 
Lifestyle,” Community 
and Place 
Organizers: 
•Amin Ghaziani 
University of 
British Columbia 
Amin Ghaziani@ubc.ca 
•Leonard Nevarez 
Vassar College 
lenevarez@vassar.edu 
 
 This session examines 
how “lifestyle 
groups” (broadly con-
ceived) trouble or re-
signify simple notions of 
the "yuppie" or the 
“creative class” as a force 
for inciting migration, en-
clave formation, and ur-
ban change. How are 
such processes affected 
by new formations of de-
mographic lines (age, 
class, race/ethnicity, 
household type, sexuali-
ty), achieved statues 
(occupation, leisure activi-
ties, commuting opportu-
nities, etc.), and geo-
graphical origin 
(international investors, 
immigrants,  etc.)? 
We especially seek pa-
pers that consider such 
issues as:  
1) Culture and Values: 

https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3adharvey%40sociology.rutgers.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3adharvey%40sociology.rutgers.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3aykato%40tulane.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwa.gc.cuny.edu%2fowa%2fredir.aspx%3fC%3d4ef29b5141ce4415a9ab5b37b6f98447%26URL%3dmailto%253aAmin.Ghaziani%2540ubc.ca
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwa.gc.cuny.edu%2fowa%2fredir.aspx%3fC%3d4ef29b5141ce4415a9ab5b37b6f98447%26URL%3dmailto%253alenevarez%2540vassar.edu
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At •the 2012 ASA 
Meetings in Denver, 
CUSS will host 
three open 
sessions as well as 
the referred 
roundtables.  
 

Great  C i t ies/Great  L ives  Conference:  

Ce lebrat ing Anthony  Orum’s  Career  

occur in urban spaces: 
public parks and sidewalks, 
gyms, daycare centers, 
Laundromats, restaurants, 
etc. The majority of the 
U.S. population, however, 
does not live in cities. Nor 
do all members of groups 
traditionally conceived of 
and studied as quintessen-
tially urban, such as immi-
grants, the poor, and sexu-
al minorities. Increasingly, 
urban ethnographers and 
other urban and community 
sociologists are turning 
their attention to social life 
in nonurban spaces. Where 
do methods, theories, and 
literatures of urban and 
community sociology fit into 
this work? This session will 
highlight research conduct-

ed by community and ur-
ban scholars outside the 
metropolis, from the suburb 
to the village. We invite 
papers that draw attention 
to substantive and method-
ological issues pertaining to 
the application of urban 
and community sociology 
models, especially, but not 
exclusively, ethnographic 
models, and methods in 
non-urban settings, or that 
highlight pressing substan-
tive and theoretical issues 
sociologists have uncov-
ered beyond the city limits. 
In particular, we invite pa-
pers that show how tradi-
tional questions and meth-
ods used in urban and 
community sociology are 
useful outside of the city as 

well as those that chal-
lenge those traditions, 
utilizing novel approaches 
to study life in nonurban 
spaces. 
 
OPEN REFEREED 
ROUNDTABLES 
Organizer: 
•Colin Jerolmack 
New York University 
Jerolmack@nyu.edu 
 
 Besides individual sub-
missions, proposals will 
be accepted for themed 
roundtables. Organizers 
and their participants 
should submit their mate-
rials through the ASA 
online submission pro-
cess as well as contact 
the organizers directly.  

 

Japonica Brown-Saracino 
Boston University 
 
 On September 16 and 17, 2011 urban scholars gathered at the University of Illinois 
Chicago for the Great Cities/Ordinary Lives Conference celebrating Anthony Orum’s 
career and marking his retirement from UIC.   In addition to opening remarks on Profes-
sor Orum’s distinguished career, and a keynote address by Professor Sharon Zukin, five 
panels pursued distinct approaches to the conference theme.  Panels included “the 
Lives of Urban Residents in a Global World,” “Place, Space and Everyday Infrastruc-
ture,” “Novel Readings of the City and the Lives of Ordinary People,” and “Listening to 
the Voices and Organizing the Interests of Ordinary People.”   Papers presented dealt 
with myriad urban topics and processes, from – to list just a few – Chicago residents’ 
experiences of school choice (Mary Pattillo), to the patterns and origins of segregation 
(Maria Krysan and Michael Bader), and the experiences of migrants to Chinese 
(Xiangming Chen) and German (Hilary Silver) cities.   Bookended by toasts and other 
celebrations of Professor Orum’s accomplishments, mentoring, and service as the inau-
gural editor of City & Community, the conference highlighted the substantively and 
methodologically diverse scholarship of community and urban scholars who devote ana-
lytic attention to “ordinary” actors and the places in which they live. 



 The CUSS Section 
will be recognizing out-
standing work and ser-
vice through the 2012 
CUSS Awards which will 
be presented at the ASA 
Meetings in Denver. In-
formation about the indi-
vidual awards  as well as 
specific requirements and 
submission deadlines are 
included. 
 

• Robert and Helen 
Lynd Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award             
 The Robert and Helen 
Lynd Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award recognizes 
distinguished career 
achievement in communi-
ty and urban sociology. 
Nominators should send 
all committee members 
an email letter stating the 
case for the nominee win-
ning the award and at-
taching a copy of the 
nominee's vitae. Although 
the award is for a body of 
work of sociological im-
portance, neither the 
nominator nor the nomi-
nee need be members of 
the Community and Ur-
ban Sociology section or 
of the American Sociolog-
ical Association. The 
deadline for nominations 
is March 1, 2012. Se-
conding letters are wel-
come. 
 
Award Committee 
•John Logan (Chair) 
Brown University 
John_Logan@brown.edu 
•Eric Fong 
University of Toronto 
fong@chass.utoronto.edu 
•Deirdre Oakley 
Georgia State University 
socdao@langate.gsu.edu 
 
 

•The Park Award 
(formerly the Park Book 
Award)   
 The Robert E. Park 
Award for Best Book. The 
Park Award goes to the 
author(s) of the best book 
published in the past two 
years. Nominations are 
now being sought for 
books that appeared in 
2010 or 2011. Nomina-
tions should include 
standard bibliographic 
information about the 
work, a brief comment on 
its merits, and copies of 
the book. 
 Please submit all 
nominations and required 
materials to the commit-
tee members by March 1, 
2012. You need to send 
one book to EACH com-
mittee member, for a total 
of THREE books, at the 
following addresses: 
 
Award Committee 
•Robert Garot, Chair 
John Jay College/CUNY 
736 Ayres Avenue 
North Plainfield, NJ 
07063 
rgarot@jjay.cuny.edu 
  
•Debbie Becher 
Department of Sociology 
329 Milbank Hall 
Barnard College, 
Columbia University 
3009 E Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 
dbecher@barnard.edu 
  
•Diane Davis 
MIT 
166 Arborway 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
dedavis@mit.edu 
 
 
 
 
 

 •The Jane Addams 
Award  
 The Jane Addams 
Award (formerly the Park 
Article Award) goes to 
authors of the best schol-
arly article in community 
and urban sociology pub-
lished in the past two 
years. Nominations (self-
nominations welcomed) 
are now being sought for 
articles that appeared in 
2010 or 2011. Nomina-
tions should include 
standard bibliographic 
information about the 
work and a brief comment 
on its merits. To facilitate 
distributing articles for 
committee review, we are 
also requesting electronic 
submission of articles 
when possible. Please 
send article nominations 
electronically to the com-
mittee members by March 
1, 2012. 
 
Award Committee 
•Alice Goffman, Chair 
University of Wisconsin- 
Madison 
agoffman@ssc.wisc.edu 
•Zachary Neal 
Michigan State  
University 
zpneal@msu.edu 
•Andrew Papachristos, 
University of  
Massachusetts-Amherst 
andrewp@soc.umass.edu 
 
 
 •CUSS Student Paper 
Award  
 The CUSS Student 
Paper Award goes to the 
student author of the pa-
per that the award com-
mittee regards as the best 
graduate student paper in 
community and urban 
sociology.  The competi-
tion is open to both pub-
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lished and unpublished 
article-length papers 
(roughly 25 pages in 
length without tables or 
references) written by a 
graduate student in the 
last two years (2010 or 
2011).  The committee 
will accept sole-authored 
and multiple-authored 
papers as long as the 
applicant is the lead or 
senior author.  No stu-
dent-faculty collabora-
tions can be accept-
ed.  The Committee will 
select the paper that 
demonstrates the most 
thoughtful, competent or 
innovative analysis of a 
theoretical or empirical 
issue that is germane to 
the Section’s main inter-
ests. Please send all pa-
pers electronically to the 
committee members by 
March 1, 2012. 
 
Award Committee 
•Michael Bader, Chair 
American University 
bader@american.edu 
•Sukriti Issar 
Brown University 
sukriti_issar@brown.edu 
•Marcus Britton 
University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee 
britton@uwm.edu 

https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3argarot%40jjay.cuny.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3adbecher%40barnard.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3adedavis%40mit.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3aagoffman%40ssc.wisc.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3aagoffman%40ssc.wisc.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3aagoffman%40ssc.wisc.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3aagoffman%40ssc.wisc.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3aagoffman%40ssc.wisc.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3aagoffman%40ssc.wisc.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3aagoffman%40ssc.wisc.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3azpneal%40msu.edu
https://webmail.southernct.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=1d2c7e6cdeb240f9a226e15aeba83381&URL=mailto%3azpneal%40msu.edu
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 During the CUSS 
Council Meeting at the 
ASA Meetings in Las Ve-
gas, the 2011 CUSS 
Award winners were rec-
ognized. This year’s re-
cipients included: 
 
•Robert and Helen Lynd 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award             
Greg Squires 
George Washington 
University 
 
•The Park Award 
(formerly the Park Book 
Award)   
-Teresa Gowan 
University of Minnesota 

Hobos, Hustlers, and 
Backsliders: Homeless in 
San Francisco, University 
of Minnesota Press, 
2010. 
 
•The Jane Addams 
Award  
-Andrew Papachristos, 
University of Massachu-
setts-Amherst 
 “Murder by Structure: 
Dominance Relations and 
the Social Structure of 
Gang Homicide,” 2009, 
AJS, 115:1, 74-128  
 
 
 

•CUSS Student Paper 
Award  
-Van C. Tran 
Harvard University 
“Spatial Assimilation or 
Spatial Inequality? Se-
cond-Generation Neigh-
borhood Attainment and 
Mobility Trajectories in 
Young Adulthood,”  
  
 Below are the recipi-
ents who were present at 
the meeting to receive 
their awards. All photos 
were taken by Deirdre 
Oakley 
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Top Left: Sharon Zukin, Lynd Award 

Chair, presents Mark Gottiener with 

the 2011 award. 

 

Top Right: Derek Hyra, Chair, Jane 

Addams Award, pictured with 2011 -

recipient Andrew Papachristos. 

 

Bottom Left: Robert Smith, Chair, 

Jane Addams Award, and Kevin Fox 

Gotham, committee member, pic-

tured with 2011 recipient Teresa  

Gowan. 

 

 

CUS S  2011  Aw ard  R e c ip ie nt s  

The 2012 ASA 
Meetings deadline 
for submissions is 
January 11, 2012. 
 



•Xavier de Souza 
Briggs, MIT, has re-
turned to campus after 
more than two years 
serving President Obama 
as Associate Director of 
the White House Office of 
Management and Budg-
et. While at OMB, Xav 
published a new  book, 
Moving to Opportunity: 
The Story of An American 
Experiment to Fight Ghet-
to Poverty (Oxford Uni-
versity Press). 
 
•Herbert J Gans, Colum-
bia University, article, 
"The Moynihan Report 
and Its Aftermaths: A 
Critical Analysis, " is an-
other look at Daniel P. 
Moynihan's critique of 
what he described as the 
black  ghetto's "tangle of 
pathology" that has ever 
since indirectly affected  
urban policy in a variety 
of ways was published in 
the Fall 2011 issue of the 
Du Bois Review.  
 
•Kevin Fox Gotham, 
Tulane University, has 
published three new arti-
cles: "Reconstructing the 
Big Easy: Racial Heritage 
Tourism in New Orleans." 
Journal of Policy Re-
search in Tourism, Lei-
sure and Events. 3(2): 
109-120. July 2011; with 
Richard Campanella;  
“Coupled Vulnerability 
and Resilience: The Dy-
namics of Cross-Scale 
Interactions in Post-
Katrina New Orleans” 
Ecology and Society 
(May 2011); and with 
Richard Campanella, 
Joshua Lewis, Farrah 
Gafford, Earthea Nance, 
Mallikharjuna R. Avula.  
"Reconsidering the New 

Normal: Vulnerability and 
Resilience in Post-Katrina 
New Orleans".  Global 
Horizons: The Journal of 
Global Policy and Resili-
ence. 4(2): 2011  
 
•Patricia Snell Herzog, 
Rice University, recently 
defended her dissertation 
in the Department of So-
ciology at the University 
of Notre Dame. Her dis-
sertation, entitled "People 
In Context: Perceptions 
of Social Dissonance and 
Community Involvement," 
investigated the relation-
ship between community 
involvement and both 
objective and subjective 
neighborhood context. 
She found that percep-
tions of neighborhood 
communities consistently 
relate to community in-
volvement. Uniting two 
theoretical lineages, she 
focused on simultaneous 
feelings of cohesion and 
dissonance with neigh-
bors as the key mecha-
nism explaining the con-
nection between neigh-
borhood context and 
community involvement. 
Herzog continues her 
work on this project as 
well as a number of addi-
tional projects investigat-
ing spatial inequality in 
her current position as 
Postdoctoral Fellow in the 
Kinder Institute for Urban 
Research at Rice Univer-
sity. 
 

•Xuefei Ren, Michigan 
State University, has 
been selected as a resi-
dential fellow by the 
Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Center for Schol-
ars. She is based in 
Washington, DC in 2011-

2012 working on a com-
parative project about 
urban governance in Chi-
na and India from the 
1980s to the present. 
 

•Rachael A. Woldoff, 
West Virginia University, 
draws on Florida’s crea-
tive class theory to predict 
college students’ residen-
tial preference to live in 
urban places after gradu-
ation. She collaborated 
with Robert Litchfield, a 
professor of business at 
Washington and Jeffer-
son College and Travis 
DeCola, a former gradu-
ate student, to coauthor 
an article entitled “The 
Aspirational Creative 
Class: Urban Residential 
Preferences of College 
Students in Creative Ma-
jors” City, Culture and 
Society, June 2011. The 
paper uses data collected 
from an undergraduate 
survey about the residen-
tial preferences of college 
students. It shows that 
students in creative ma-
jors have a statistically 
significant preference for 
urban residence after 
graduation. Students in 
creative majors possess a 
significantly higher desire 
for bohemian cultural 
amenities than those in 
noncreative majors. Also, 
having a creative major 
mediates the direct effect 
of desiring bohemian cul-
tural amenities on the 
preference for cities. 
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New s  &  Notes  

Scholars working 
on urban issues in 
Denver are needed 
to contribute to the 
Summer 2012 CUSS 
Newsletter. 

 



 

A Match on Dry Grass: 
Community Organizing 
as a Catalyst for School 
Reform, New York: Ox-
ford University Press, 
2011.www.matchondry 
grass.com  
 
Mark R. Warren 
Harvard University 
Karen L. Mapp 
Harvard University  
The Community Organ-
izing and School Re-
form Project.  
 

The persistent failure of 
public schooling in low-
income communities con-
stitutes one of our na-
tion's most pressing civil 
rights and social justice 
issues. Many school re-
formers recognize that 
poverty, racism, and a 
lack of power held by the-
se communities under-
mine children's education 
and development, but few 
know what to do about it. 
A Match on Dry Grass 
argues that community 
organizing represents a 
fresh and promising ap-
proach to school reform 
as part of a broader 
agenda to build power for 
low-income communities 
and address the profound 
social inequalities that 
affect the education of 
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New  B ooks  

cept of satyagraha (non- 
violence) was eclipsed by 
the xenophobic Hindu 
nationalist movement that 
has organized ferocious 
episodes of ethnic 
cleansing against minori-
ty communities in con-
temporary India. By mean 
of a close reading of  
Gandhi’s writing on popu-
lar mobilization and re-
sistance, and a detailed 
historical investigation of 
hitherto understudied epi-
sodes of satyagraha that 
took place in the first half 
of the twentieth century, 
Valiani illuminates de-
bates on politics in South 
Asian history, anthropolo-
gy, and sociology. Among 
other insights, this inquiry 
underscores the continui-
ties and discontinuities 
between physical culture 
and various contending 
modes of popular political 
protest and activism in 
Gandhi’s satyagraha 
movement and the mili-
tant Hindu nationalist 
movement in the western 
Indian state of Gujarat in 
the colonial and postcolo-
nial periods. Interpreting 
his own direct observa-
tion of Hindu nationalist 
pogroms in contemporary 
Gujarat, in addition to 
testimonies and ethno-
graphic observations of 
the inner workings of the 
movement that were re-
vealed to the author 
when he was a trainee 
within it, this brilliant ac-
count offers readers a 
rare insider perspective 
on the social and reli-
gious world that histori-
cally and culturally pro-
duces militants 
 

children. Based on a 
comprehensive national 
study, the book presents 
rich and compelling case 
studies of prominent or-
ganizing efforts in Chica-
go, New York City, Los 
Angeles, Denver, San 
Jose, and the Mississippi 
Delta. The authors show 
how organizing groups 
build the participation and 
leadership of parents and 
students so they can be-
come powerful actors in 
school improvement ef-
forts. They also identify 
promising ways to over-
come divisions and cre-
ate the collaborations 
between educators and 
community residents re-
quired for deep and sus-
tainable school reform. 
Identifying the key pro-
cesses that create strong 
connections between  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Militant Publics in India: 
Physical Culture and 
Violence in the Making 
of a Modern Polity. New 
York: Palgrave. 2011 
 
Arafaat A. Valiani 
Williams College 
 
This creative study ex-
plores how Mohandas 
Gandhi’s celebrated con-

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 12: Commu-
nity and Neighborhood 
Recovery at Ground Ze-
ro New York: NYU Press  
2011. 
Greg Smithsimon 
Brooklyn College, CUNY 
 
 The collapse of the 
World Trade Center shat-
tered windows across the 
street in Battery Park City, 
throwing the neighbor-
hood into darkness and 
smothering homes in de-
bris. Residents fled. In the 
months and years after 
they returned, they 
worked to restore their 
community. Until Septem-
ber 11, Battery Park City 
had been a secluded, 
wealthy enclave just west 
Wall Street, one with all 
the opulence of the sur-
rounding corporate head-
quarters yet with a gated, 
suburban feel. After the 
towers fell it became the 
most visible neighborhood 
in New York.  
 This ethnography of 
an elite planned commu-
nity near the heart of New 
York City’s financial dis-
trict examines both the 
struggles and shortcom-
ings of one of the city’s 
wealthiest neighborhoods. 
In doing so, September 
12 discovers the vibrant  

   Books, page 12 
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range of venues.  Many 
are retained as expert 
witnesses in court cases, 
often on the winning side 
but sometimes not.  
Newspapers seem partic-
ularly eager to work with 
demographers in stories 
about the changing race, 
class, and gender com-
position of their communi-
ties.  Barack Obama has 
emphasized the im-
portance of evidence-
based policy reflected in 
his Promise Neighbor-
hoods and Choice 
Schools initiatives which 
draw heavily on recent 
urban scholarship and 
scholars.  Unfortunately, 
the President has been 
thrust into a series of cri-
ses recently that has lim-
ited his attention to urban 
policy and these efforts 
are basically demonstra-
tion projects at this point.  
But they reflect a concern 
with urban policy that has 
been lacking in recent 
Administrations. 
 Urban scholarship has 
taken off in several new, 
provocative, and hopeful-
ly informative directions.  
The Chicago School 
(both the “classic” and 
more recent vintage), the 
LA School, and other US 
focused paradigms are 
giving way to more global 
and comparative per-
spectives – an appropri-
ate and welcome devel-
opment given the realities 
of our increasingly multi-
cultural urban world.  Ur-
ban sociologists from the 
US and other nations are 
collaborating in their re-
search, engaging each 
other at international con-
ferences, and publishing 
in international journals 

and on global issues in 
US publications.  Sustain-
ability, just city and right 
to the city social move-
ments, multicultural phe-
nomena of all sorts 
(addressing national, cul-
tural, and gender related 
issues) and other very 
real 21st Century issues 
are becoming the subject 
matter of urban and met-
ropolitan research.  Ur-
ban researchers are also 
linking up with organizers 
engaged in emerging 
controversies including 
groups like Take Back 
the Land, Make the 
Banks Pay, Take Back 
the Night and others who 
are using a range of tac-
tics including traditional 
litigation and administra-
tive complaint proce-
dures, squatters move-
ments, demonstrations, 
and other direct actions.   
 Urban scholars have 
become more of a player 
in various academic and 
non-academic settings.  
The enterprise seems to 
be in good health and 
getting stronger.  The 
state of the nation’s cities 
and metropolitan areas is 
more mixed. 
 Cities are making a 
comeback in some re-
spects and many written 
off as basketcases in the 
1970s have seen their 
fortunes change for the 
better.  (Remember the 
famous but apocryphal 
New York Post 1975 
headline “Ford to New 
York:  Drop Dead” when 
President Ford said the 
Federal government 
would not bail out the 
city.)   But the many prob-
lems connected to inner- 
city life persist as realities 

in the nation’s metropoli-
tan areas, with suburban 
communities often experi-
encing the problems pre-
viously associated with 
their central city neigh-
bors.  Populations of 
many central cities have 
stabilized, some neigh-
borhoods are experienc-
ing an influx of wealthy 
families that had fled 
years ago, and many 
mayors are celebrating 
the rediscovery of urban 
living.  Such gentrifica-
tion, of course, is also 
frequently associated 
with displacement of low-
er income households 
who can no longer afford 
the rising rents or who 
are simply removed from 
their public housing with 
such housing often being 
razed and removed from 
the local housing stock 
altogether.  Poverty rates 
and the concentration of 
poverty have increased in 
recent years in cities and 
suburbs.  Racial segrega-
tion and the associated 
costs persist as central 
features of US metropoli-
tan areas.  Urban schools 
still lag behind their sub-
urban counterparts on 
almost every measure.  
And while crime is down, 
fear of crime persists par-
ticularly for many city res-
idents. The violence that 
erupted in several British 
cities this summer pro-
vides another reminder of 
the conflicts that prevail 
in urban communities 
worldwide.  City-
suburban boundaries are 
not the critical divide that 
they were a few decades 
ago.  But the uneven de-
velopment of the nation’s 
metropolitan areas along 
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””It would be naïve 

of course, and 

awfully self-

congratulatory, if 

we believed that 

scholarship alone 

would solve the 

nation’s urban and 

metropolitan ills.” 

-Greg Squires 
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Mok, Barry Wellman and 
Juan Carrasco, for “Does 
Distance Matter in the 
Age of the Internet?” Ur-
ban Studies 2010, 47:13, 
2747-2783.  The Best 
Student Paper Award 
was won by Van C. Tran, 
Harvard University, for 
“Spatial Assimilation or 
Spatial Inequality? Se-
cond-Generation Neigh-
borhood Attainment and 
Mobility Trajectories in 
Young Adulthood,” and 
honorable mention went 
to Lisa Steele, Princeton 
University, for “A gift from 
God: Adolescent Mother-
hood and Religion in Bra-
zilian Favelas.”  We 
capped CUSS section 
day with an extremely 
lively evening reception 
at Todd English P.U. B.  
and although we opted to 
continue our off-site tradi-
tion, one could argue that 
nothing  is “off-site” in Las 
Vegas. 
 Looking ahead to 
2012, Chair-elect Phil 
Kasinitz has put together 
an interesting set of ses-
sions for next August in 
Denver,  and with the C & 
C contract in place, we  
look forward to a more 
relaxed year.  The ASA 

race and class lines, and 
the many costs associat-
ed with those inequalities, 
persist. 
 It would be naïve of 
course, and awfully self-
congratulatory, if we be-
lieved that scholarship 
alone would solve the 
nation’s urban and metro-
politan ills.  But we would 

also be selling ourselves 
short, and abdicating part 
of our responsibility, if we 
did not play a role that is 
available to us.  I’m re-
minded once again of the 
words of Robert Lynd 
from his classic book: 
we need to ask whether it 
is possible to build urban 
people into vital commu-
nities in a culture whose 

economic institutions are 
operated for private gain 
by their owners, with little 
or no acceptance of re-
sponsibility for the quality 
of social living?  To the 
extent that social science 
believes that this is possi-
ble, how does it see that 
we can do it and what 
does it propose?...With 
such research and plan-
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Committee Members, 
Christopher Brown and 
Onesimo Sandoval. 
 Our main program 
was the presentation of 
the CUSS annual 
awards.  Gregory D. 
Squires, George Wash-
ington University, re-
ceived the Robert and 
Helen Lynd Lifetime 
Achievement Award.  
Teresa Gowan, Universi-
ty of Minnesota, received  
the Park Award  for the 
best book, Hobos, Hus-
tlers, and Backsliders: 
Homeless in San Fran-
cisco, University of Min-
nesota Press, 2010, with 
an honorable mention 
going to Robert Garot, 
John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice, CUNY, 
for Who You Claim: Per-
forming Identity in 
Schools and on the 
Streets, NYU Press.  
Andrew Papachristos, 
University of Massachu-
setts-Amherst, won the 
Jane Addams Best Pa-
per Award for “Murder by 
Structure: Dominance 
Relations and the Social 
Structure of Gang Homi-
cide,” 2009, AJS, 115:1, 
74-128, and honorable 
mention went to Diana 

theme for 2012 is “Real 
Utopias: Emancipatory 
Projects, Institutional De-
signs, Possible Futures.”  

ning, we may yet make 
real the claims of free-
dom and opportunity in 
America. 
 Urban sociology ap-
pears to be alive and 
well.  Perhaps some of 
that health could trickle 
down to the nation’s cit-
ies and metropolitan are-
as. 

Perhaps it will be presci-
ent!. 

The Occupy Wall Street movement is urban social 

protest in action. 

Photos by Lily Hoffman 
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tions and visual methods. 
We are interested in at-
tracting papers that look at 
“the wider semantic fields 
of our culture” . Culture is a 
field of struggle constructed 
by different points of view. 
According to the anthropo-
logical definition, culture is 
a common code of practice 
by a group of people; we 
aim to implement a new 
method in order to under-
stand and study culture, 
not with the scope of ex-
plaining the reality of a giv-
en society, but simply 
through its discourses. 
Nowadays, culture is the 
specific field in which 
“power” is exercised. We 
wish to examine how, in a 

time of extensive social 
change, culture is always 
a space for resistance. 
While it is inevitable that 
discourse is a field in 
which different positions 
struggle, we are also in-
terested in examining 
cases where visual sociol-
ogy is used as action re-
search. At the same time 
we endeavor to democra-
tize the ways our 
knowledge and practices 
are produced and shared. 
(See the call for papers 
on the ISA website): 
http://www.isa-
sociology.org/buenos-
aires-2012/tg/tg.php?
n=TG05 Deadline: De-
cember 15, 2011. 

The Second ISA Forum 
of Sociology - “Social 
Justice and Democrati-
zation”-Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. August 1-4, 
2012, Session C, Cul-
ture and visual forms of 
power: Experiencing 
contemporary spaces of 
resistance. 
 
Organizers: Jerome 
Krase, City University of 
New York, United States, 
jerrykrase@aol.com and 
Lidia K.C. Manzo, Trento 
University, Italy, lid-
ia.manzo@gmail.com.  
 
This session aims to bring 
together researchers 
working on power rela-
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 exclusivity that makes 
Battery Park City an un-
matched place to live for 
the few who can gain en-
try. Focusing on both the 
global forces that shape 
local landscapes and the 
exclusion that segregates 

American urban develop-
ment, Smithsimon shows 
the tensions at work as 
the neighborhood’s resi-
dents mobilized to influ-
ence reconstruction 
plans. September 12 re-
veals previously unseen 

conflicts over the redevel-
opment of Lower Manhat-
tan, providing a new un-
derstanding of the ongo-
ing, reciprocal relationship 
between social conflicts 
and the spaces they both 
inhabit and create. 
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