
ASA meeting in Montreal. 
More information will be 
forthcoming concerning 
times, location etc. CUSS 
Publications Committee 
member, Richard Ocejo 
(CUNY) and I are current-

ly working on securing a 
reception venue close to 
Canada Palais des Con-
grès de Montréal. 
 A highlight for our sec-
tion during the 2017  

See Chair, p. 2 

tial candidates since 
2000 was highest in 
2008, and declined in 
both 2012 and especially 
in 2016. Moreover, this 
pattern characterizes 
nonmetropolitan counties 
with and without small 
and medium sized cities, 
and to a lesser degree 
both core and suburban 
parts of smaller metropol-
itan areas (See Figure 
1

2
). Only large metropoli-

tan core areas avoided 
the Democratic drop off 
(Scala and Johnson 
2017f). 
 As is true of most are-
as of social and political 
life, basic data on political 
preferences and voting 
behavior mask important 
differences that are re-
vealed when one digs 
below the surface. Ac-
cordingly, our overall con-
tention is that the rural 
vote definitely contributed 
to Trump’s unexpected 
victory in 2016, but per-

haps not as much as 
would be suggested by 
these overall differences 
or by media reports of the 
“rural revolt”. In this essay 
we identify predictable 
voting outcomes based 
on a long tradition of rural 
demographic research

3
,  

and on research examin-
ing rural attitudes and 
preferences toward social 
and economic issues. We 
also focus on political  
outcomes that were much 

See Vote, p. 4 
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C h a i r ’ s  M e s s a g e  
D e i r d r e  O a k l e y ,  G e o r g i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  

 The Community and 
Urban Sociology Sec-
tion’s sessions, 
roundtables, business 
meeting and reception 
will all be held on Monday 
August 14th at the 112th 

David L. Brown 
Cornell University 
Shannon Monnat 
Penn State University1 

 

 Much has been writ-
ten about the impact of 
rural voters, and the rural 
vote, on the 2016 presi-
dential election. Accord-
ing to The Pew Research 
Center, Trump beat Clin-
ton in rural areas by 62% 
to 34%, and by 50% to 
45% in the suburbs. In 
contrast, Clinton bested 
Trump by 59% to 35% in 
urban areas. Moreover, 
Trump’s share of votes 
grew in direct relation 
with the degree of urbani-
zation from about 40% in 
metropolitan areas with 1 
million or more people to 
58% in smaller metropoli-
tan areas to fully 70% in 
totally rural counties 
(Kurtzleben 2016). Re-
search shows that the 
share of rural votes cast 
for Democratic presiden-

R u r a l  V o t e r s  a n d   

t h e  R u r a l  V o t e  i n  2 0 1 6  

 

The rural vote played a critical role 

in the 2016 U.S. Presidential elec-

tion. 



meeting will be the 
launch of our new men-
toring initiative headed up 
by Jonathan Wynn 
(UMass, Amherst) with 
the help of Chase Billing-
ham (Wichita State) and 
Prentiss Dantzler 
(Colorado College). With 
guidance from several 
other sections, the pur-
pose of this initiative is to 
match up graduate stu-
dents, post docs and jun-
ior faculty with more sen-
ior scholars in specific 

Montreal coffee shops.  
We also hope this initia-
tive will spur new net-
working opportunities. 
Our section Treasurer, 
Jacob Rugh (Brigham 
Young University) has the 
herculean task of distrib-
uting the coffee money, 
which will be done at our 
business meeting.  
 Lastly, just a reminder 
to encourage your stu-
dents and other col-
leagues to became mem-
bers of CUSS. 

areas of expertise across 
all corners of our field. A 
call went out in Decem-
ber and we now have 98 
volunteers. Folks were 
matched up into 28 
teams (14 teams of three 
and 14 teams of four by 
substantive interests). 
Leaders will be given cof-
fee money for their team 
and we expect many dy-
namic conversations 
about research, publish-
ing and career advise-
ment to happen in many 
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CUSS members could 
conduct research.  
 In the “middle” edition 
of the tri-annual newslet-
ter, this version includes 
the Announcements, 
News & Notes, and New 
Book sections.  
 With the ASA 2017 
Annual Meeting in Mon-
treal, I am looking for 
someone who would like 
to write a feature on this 

 In the Spring 2017 
CUSS Newsletter  we put 
an emphasis on the “C” in 
CUSS. David Brown and  
Shannon Monnat devel-
oped a feature article fo-
cusing on the role of dif-
ferent rural communities 
in the 2016 U.S. Presi-
dential election. Their 
work reminds us that 
there are many types of 
communities in which 

year’s host city. 
 Please  contact me 
with ideas for future edi-
tions. Since the newslet-
ter is an electronic publi-
cation, I have the capacity 
to include many formats 
not used in major journals 
as well as opportunities to 
develop discussion treads 
into article formats.  

E d i t o r ’ s  N o t e  
W i l l i a m  H o l t ,  B i r m i n g h a m - S o u t h e r n  C o l l e g e  

The 2016  
ASA Annual 

Meetings 
will be held in 

Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada from 
August 12-15 

 

●Call for Papers—
Special Issue: The Cam-
bridge Journal of Re-
gions, Economy, and 
Society, The Shrinking 
State. 

 Across the globe, the 
public sector appears 
under assault. There are 
variations across and 
within nations in how this 
plays out but the arms of 
the state that protect the 
social safety net and 
citizens' well-being are 

especially at risk. Shifts 
in the state's role may be 
seen in slashes to social 
programmes, cutbacks 
in public sector workers, 
underfunded infrastruc-
ture, selling off assets 
and other privatisation, 
the weakening of regula-
tory authority, and over-
all diversion of resources 
to the private sector over 
the public good. While 
the previous trends are 
often interpreted as part 
of the fallout from the 

Great Recession, they 
have been observed 
across localities and re-
gions for earlier decades 
but appear to have 
gained momentum in 
recent years. It is not 
clear how widespread 
these trends are, if they 
will escalate, and wheth-
er they represent a new 
phase in neoliberal de-
velopment whereby capi-
talist elites have now  

 See Announcements,  
p. 12 
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NEWS & NOTES  

●William Holt, Birming-
ham-Southern College, 
announces that the Ur-
ban Environmental Stud-
ies (UES) Program is 
teaming with the U.S. 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s College 
Underserved Community 
Partnership Program 
(CUPP) to develop a 
master plan for Besse-
mer, AL the former home 
to U.S. Steel’s southern 
headquarters. Also, the 
UES Program and 
Southern Environmental 
Center coordinated with 
the North Central Ala-
bama Girl Scouts to host 
a full-day workshop for 
300 scouts ages 5-18 to 
earn sustainability patch-
es.  
 
●Derek Hyra, American 
University, received a 
$350,000 three-year 
Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation Grant along 
with Dr. Mindy Fullilove, 
Columbia University, and 
Mr. Dominic Moulden, 
Organizing Neighbor-
hood Equity – ONE D.C 
to study the relationship 
between gentrification 
and health. In Making 
the Just City: An Exami-
nation of Organizing for 
Equity & Health in Shaw 
& Orange they seek to 
understand how two ra-
cially and economically 
diverse communities, 
Orange in Essex County, 
New Jersey, and Shaw 
in Washington, DC, or-
ganize and produce 
community-level mecha-
nisms, such as afforda-
ble housing and social 
capital, to reduce health 
disparities.  
 
 
 

●Simone Kolysh, 
CUNY Graduate Center, 
has published “Straight 
Gods, White Devils: Ex-
ploring Paths to Non-
Religion in the Lives of 
Black LGBTQ People” in 
Secularism and Nonreli-
gion. 6, p.2. DOI http:// 
doi.org/10.5334/snr.83. 
To examine paths to non
-religion in the lives of 
black LGBTQ people, I 
analyze 10 interviews of 
black LGBTQ people 
who were raised Chris-
tian. Utilizing an inter-
sectional lens, I con-
clude that lessons of the 
Christian home, rein-
forced in religious school 

and at church, drew a 
connection between 
Christianity, one’s racial 
and ethnic identity, and 
heterosexuality in such a 
way that being LGBTQ 
was marked un-Christian 
and foreign, and some-
times associated with 
whiteness. 
 
●Rachael Woldoff, 
West Virginia University, 
was promoted to Full 
Professor. Additionally, 
she has co-authored 
with Robert C. Litchfield 
and Angela Sycafoose 
Matthews, “Unpacking 
Heat: Dueling Identities 
and Complex Views on 

2017 CUSS Elections 
 
Chair-Elect 
Leonard Nevarez Vassar College 
Rachel Dwyer Ohio State University 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Meredith Grief Johns Hopkins University 
Mary Fischer University of Connecticut 
 
Council Members 
Ernesto Castaneda American University 
LaShawnDa Pittman University of Washington 
Jim Elliott Rice University 
Antwan Jones George Washington University 
 
Student Council Members 
Watoii Rabii University at Buffalo 
Jared Strohl University at Buffalo 
Emily Yen University of California, Los Angeles 
 
Publications Committee  
Robert Adelman University at Buffalo 
Japonica Brown-Saracino Boston University 
Prentiss Dantzler Colorado College 
Jacob Rugh Brigham Young University 
 
Membership Committee Chair 
Victoria Reyes University of California, Riverside 
Peter Rosenblatt Loyola University, Chicago 
 
Thanks to all CUSS members who are standing for election this year. Be 
sure to look for the ASA Ballots in your e-mail. 

Gun Control among Ru-
ral Police” in Rural Soci-
ology, 10 October 2016. 
Using 20 semistructured 
interviews with police 
officers from a rural 
sheriff's department, 
they present what they 
believe is the first in-
depth examination of 
U.S. rural officers’ views 
on gun control. They find 
that officers possess 
complex views about 
gun control, reflecting 
their multiple identities 
as both gun-oriented 
rural citizens and police 
who seek to control the 
situations they encounter 
at work. 
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less predictable, and that 
reflect the culmination of 
long-term processes of 
adverse economic trans-
formation, perceived dis-
respect and arrogance by 
cultural and political 
elites, and rural aliena-
tion.  
 
What Was Predictable 
in 2016 
 Republicans tend to 
win rural areas, and that 
was no different in the 
2016 election. Only 7.4% 
of nonmetropolitan coun-
ties were Trump swing 
counties (went for Obama 
in 2012 and Trump in 
2016), compared to 21% 
of metropolitan counties. 
The rural preference for 
Republicans, including 
Trump, is consistent with 
data on rural-urban atti-
tudes toward major eco-
nomic and social issues 
debated during the elec-
tion. Analysis by the Pew 
Research Center indi-
cates that rural persons 
feel less economically 
secure and more threat-
ened than their urban and 
suburban counterparts 
when it comes to the 
availability of jobs in 
one’s own area, the per-
ceived adverse impacts 
of immigration on eco-
nomic opportunities, and 
children’s lifetime eco-
nomic prospects (Morin 
2016). In addition, re-
search shows that rural 
persons are more con-
servative on a set of so-
cial issues including abor-
tion and same sex rela-
tions (Dillon & Savage 
2006), although this re-
search showed that rural 
residence per se is not 
the major determinant of 
social conservatism. Ra-
ther it is the high concen-

tration of evangelical 
Christians living in such 
areas. More recent re-
search by Scala and 
Johnson (2017f) shows a 
regular gradient of social 
conservatism as one 
moves from the cores of 
large metropolitan areas 
to the most rural coun-
ties. In addition to atti-
tudes toward abortion 
and same sex relations, 
this study also includes 
data on attitudes toward 
affirmative action, legal 
status for immigrants, 
gun control, and belief in 
climate change. In all in-
stances, the regular ur-
ban-rural gradient of con-
servatism described 
above is apparent.   
 Research shows that 
there are distinct regional 
differences in rural con-
servatism with the South 
being substantially more 
conservative on social 
issues. Since over four in 
ten rural persons live in 
the South, the concentra-
tion of evangelical con-
servatives in this region 
had a strong impact on 
Republican victories in 
2016. In addition, race 
and region interacted in 
an interesting way to in-
fluence Trump’s ad-
vantage. Fifty five percent 
of the nation’s Black pop-
ulation lives in the South, 
and virtually all of the na-
tion’s rural Blacks live in 
this region. In five deep 
Southern states: Ala-
bama, Georgia, Missis-
sippi, South Carolina and 
Louisiana, Blacks com-
prise over a quarter of the 
population, and a higher 
share of rural popula-
tions. Hence, one would 
expect the strong Demo-
cratic preference among 
Southern Black voters, 

including those living in 
rural areas, to pull voting 
results toward the Demo-
cratic Party in these 
states. In fact, research 
by Scala and Johnson 
(2017f) showed that high 
percent African American 
is strongly associated 
with voting for the Demo-
cratic presidential candi-
date in both 2012 and 
2016. They (2017f: 20) 
characterize these high 
minority percentage pop-
ulations as “enclaves of 
Democratic support in the 
largely Republican 
South….” In other words, 
while high minority per-
centage may translate 
into Democratic victories 
in particular local elec-
tions in the South, the 
concentration of Black 
voters in particular dis-
tricts as a result of gerry-
mandering has systemati-
cally diminished Black 
political power at the 
state level. Voter identifi-
cation laws and other 
constraints on voting fur-
ther dilute Black political 
power. Hence, in 2016, 
the “solid South” was sol-
id for Trump.  Of course, 
the solid Republican 
South has not always 
been a given. In fact, the 
South was solidly Demo-
cratic for 100 years be-
tween the Civil War and 
the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. Out-
side of the South, rural 
America is predominately 
white. Accordingly, Black 
rural voters had little im-
pact on the 2016 election 
in these regions.  
 
What Was Not As Pre-
dictable in 2016 (but 
should have been?) 
 When examining the 
overall impact of the rural 

vote on national elec-
tions, it is important to 
note that rural people 
account for only 14% of 
the nation’s total popula-
tion and a similar share of 
votes cast in 2016 (Leip 
2017). Hence, while 
Trump’s 62% - 34% rural 
advantage contributed to 
his victory, it was certain-
ly not sufficient to swing 
the election. Because US 
presidential elections are 
based on the results of 
the Electoral College, 
both the rural and small 
city advantage in three 
key states (Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, and Wis-
consin) enabled Trump to 
garner a set of electors 
that made the critical dif-
ference (only 107,000 
votes out of more than 13 
million cast in those 
states). In Michigan, for 
example, Trump’s rural 
and small city advantage 
was sufficient to counter-
balance Clinton’s over 
200,000 vote lead in ma-
jor metropolitan areas. 
Trump won Michigan by 
just over 10,000 votes; he 
received over 48,000 
more votes than Clinton 
in Macomb County alone 
- a county that Obama 
solidly won in both 2008 
and 2012. It is not a 
stretch to say that Ma-
comb County won Michi-
gan for Trump. Macomb 
County is not rural. In 
fact, it is the third most 
populous county in the 
state and is part of the 
Detroit-Warren-Dearborn 
metropolitan area.  Simi-
lar scenarios unfolded in 
Wisconsin and Pennsyl-
vania. In these states, it 
was not only rural, but 
also small/medium sized 
city voters who nullified 
significant Clinton victo-
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ries in the largest cities. 
Trump won Pennsylvania 
by just over 44,000 votes 
out of 6.1 million votes 
cast; a margin of only 
0.7%. Nearly 60% (over 
26,000 votes) of Trump’s 
victory margin in Pennsyl-
vania came from metro-
politan Luzerne County – 
home to Wilkes-Barre. 
This margin is remarka-
ble because Luzerne 
County is a traditionally 
democratic county that 
Obama carried twice, and 
has not gone for a Re-
publican candidate since 
1988. Luzerne County is 
a strong example of the 
“type” of county where 
Trump performed much 
more strongly than ex-
pected. The number of 
manufacturing jobs there 
declined from over 
42,000 in 1980 to fewer 
than 19,000 today, and 
the types of manufactur-
ing jobs there pay less 
than jobs that were avail-
able 40 years ago. In Lu-
zerne County, the poverty 
rate has been increasing; 
median household in-
come has basically re-
mained stagnant; over a 

quarter of prime-age (25-
59) residents are either 
unemployed or not in the 
labor force at all; drug-
overdose rates have tri-
pled over the past 15 
years; and suicides have 
more than doubled. Simi-
lar stories unfold across 
the Industrial Midwest, 
Appalachia, and even in 
parts of New England 
(Monnat 2017).  
 In many of the rural 
areas and small cities 
where Trump performed 
better than expected (or 
Clinton performed worse 
than expected), economic 
distress has been build-
ing and social conditions 
have been breaking down 
for decades. These are 
not necessarily the poor-
est places in America, but 
they are places that are 
generally worse off today 
than they were a genera-
tion or two ago. In these 
places, there are now far 
fewer of the manufactur-
ing and natural resource 
industry jobs that once 
provided solid livable 
wages and benefits to 
those without a college 
degree. It is important to 

acknowledge that dein-
dustrialization is not a 
new rural phenomenon. 
In fact, manufacturing 
began to decline as a 
share of all rural employ-
ment in the 1970s 
(Fuguitt, Brown and 
Beale 1989). In Pennsyl-
vania, for example, the 
number of workers em-
ployed in manufacturing 
has declined since 1980 
in all but one county. 
Since 1990, the working-
age adult (age 18-64) 
poverty rate has in-
creased in 96% of Michi-
gan counties, 90% of 
Pennsylvania counties, 
and 86% of Wisconsin 
counties.  
 It is important to un-
derstand that, in the US, 
work has historically been 
about more than a 
paycheck. Work is a sym-
bol of status in this coun-
try. American identities 
are wrapped up in our 
jobs. But the U.S. work-
ing-class (people without 
a college degree, people 
who work in blue-collar 
jobs) regularly receive the 
message that their work  

See Vote, p. 6 

“Research shows 
that there are 
distinct regional 
differences in rural 
conservatism with 
the South being 
substantially more 
conservative on 
social issues. “ 
 
-David L. Brown and  
Shannon Monnat 

 
 
  



is not important and that 
they are irrelevant and 
disposable. That mes-
sage is delivered through 
stagnant wages, declin-
ing health and retirement 
benefits, government 
safety-net programs for 
which they do not qualify 
but for which they pay 
taxes, and the seemingly 
ubiquitous message 
(mostly from Democrats) 
that success means grad-
uating from college. One 
interpretation is that 
Trump capitalized on and 
exploited these frustra-
tions and anxieties in 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
Wisconsin and elsewhere 
in the rust belt. His anti-
free trade message for 
example, likely resonated 
with some voters who 
saw manufacturing plants 
shut down and saw low-
wage service jobs re-
place the better paying 
jobs previously available 
to their parents and 
grandparents. Growing 
racial and ethnic diversity 
in these same places 
contributed to the percep-
tion (however inaccurate) 
that immigration was at 
least partly to blame for 
their woes. Another inter-
pretation is that apathy or 
ambivalence about Hillary 
Clinton in these places, 
paired with Democrats’ 
arrogance in the imper-
meable “big blue wall”, 
may have led some po-
tential voters who would 
have supported another 
Democratic candidate 
who emphasized working
-class issues to not vote 
at all. When you’re driv-
ing by old-shuttered fac-
tories with boarded up 
windows, watching night-
ly news reports about 
drug overdoses, and see-

ing more of your neigh-
bors sign up for disability 
instead of working, the 
message that America is 
great already simply does 
not jive with your own 
reality. 
 So what makes these 
downwardly-mobile plac-
es any more likely to 
swing to Trump than per-
sistently poor and disad-
vantaged places? After 
all, persistently disadvan-
taged and poor communi-
ties also suffer from frus-
tration, distress, and anxi-
ety, and a sense of being 
abandoned by political 
elites. For one thing, ra-
cial composition certainly 
played a role. Thanks to 
both his overtly and im-
plicitly racist messages, 
Trump was unlikely to 
garner any significant 
support from Hispanic or 
Black voters regardless 
of long-term economic 
distress in many majority-
Black and majority-
Hispanic areas. Refer-
ence group theory, devel-
oped 60 years ago offers 
an additional explanation. 
In 2016, Andrew Cherlin 
wrote an op-ed for the 
New York Times, apply-
ing “reference group the-
ory” to rising mortality 
rates among non-
Hispanic whites. Perhaps 
the key to understanding 
rising white mortality 
rates in the context of 
declining mortality for 
other groups, and like-
wise the key to under-
standing the swing to 
Trump in many down-
wardly-mobile places, is 
considering the standards 
by which a group (or 
place) compares itself. It 
should come as no sur-
prise that Trump per-
formed best in counties 

with the highest drug, 
alcohol, and suicide mor-
tality rates, especially in 
Appalachia, the Industrial 
Midwest, and New Eng-
land (Monnat 2017). The 
tie that binds high rates of 
drug, alcohol, and suicide 
mortality and Trump per-
formance is collective 
(place-level) downward 
mobility. Cherlin makes 
the case that working-
class whites are compar-
ing themselves to a prior 
generation that had more 
opportunities, whereas 
Blacks and Hispanics are 
comparing themselves to 
a generation that had 
fewer opportunities. Like-
wise, working-class resi-
dents of once robust 
manufacturing and natu-
ral resource extraction 
towns see fewer good 
employment opportunities 
for people without a col-
lege degree and out-
migration of their best 
and brightest. Thanks to 
40+ years of deindustriali-
zation, automation, glob-
alization, and neoliberal 
policy regimes (Brown 
and Swanson 2003; 
Smith and Tickamyer 
2011), the residents of 
many former strong man-
ufacturing towns and the 
rural areas surrounding 
them feel like they’re do-
ing much worse than pre-
vious generations in the 
same places. The Great 
Recession and its spatial-
ly uneven recovery only 
exacerbated these long-
term stressors (Bailey et 
al. 2014). As a result, 
voters in these places 
were primed to embrace 
messages of change ver-
sus the status quo, and to 
switch their political alle-
giance from the Demo-
cratic Party to Donald 
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“So what makes 
these downwardly-
mobile places any 
more likely to swing 
to Trump than 
persistently poor 
and disadvantaged 
places? “ 
 
-David L. Brown and  
Shannon Monnat 
 

 
  



Trump. 
Conclusions  
 The fact that many 
rural and small city Amer-
icans voted for a Republi-
can presidential candi-
date in 2016 is not sur-
prising. In the South, the 
Plains, and parts of the 
Mountain West, they 
have done so for dec-
ades. However, the 
strong rural and small city 
Republican vote in Penn-
sylvania, Michigan, Wis-
consin and elsewhere in 
the Industrial Midwest 
and Appalachia signaled 
an unexpected switch 
that had a profound effect 
on the election. To be 
sure, no single factor can 
explain the switch from 
Democratic to Republican 
majority voting in these 
areas in 2016, but declin-
ing community-level well-
being (as defined by sev-
eral health and economic 
indicators) in small cities 
and rural areas appears 
to have played a major 
role. Trump’s populist 
message was attractive 
to many long-term Demo-
cratic voters in these 
places who felt aban-
doned by a Democratic 
Party (and candidate) 
that failed to articulate a 
strong pro-working class 
message, and who evi-
dently believed it did not 
have to work very hard to 
earn votes from behind 
the “big blue wall.”  
While data reviewed here 
and elsewhere show that 
Trump’s election victory 
was not primarily due to a 
new “rural revolt,” the 
media’s current emphasis 
on the political impact of 
rural people and places 
offers an opportunity for 
sociologists, especially 
those with a spatial orien-

tation, to consider the 
multiple important inter-
sections and interde-
pendencies between rural 
and urban areas. The 
rural-urban binary is an 
outdated concept that 
never really supported an 
accurate analysis of the 
spatial organization of 
American society. Hence, 
examining rural vs. urban 
voting patterns is not a 
particularly useful way to 
understand the nation’s 
changing politics. In the 
future, we recommend 
that such analysis focus 
on the urban-rural inter-
face. Rather than a 
boundary separating rural 
from urban, the interface 
is a space of intense so-
cial, economic and envi-
ronmental relationships 
between urban, suburban 
and rural communities 
(Lichter and Brown 2011; 
Brown and Shucksmith 
2017f). An increasing 
share of the nation’s pop-
ulation and economic 
[and political] activity is 
located in the interface, 
hence, the interrelation-
ships linking urban, sub-
urban and rural communi-
ties will contribute to polit-
ical outcomes.  
 For example, consider 
the future of Congres-
sional representation. Will 
the results of the 2020 
Census contribute to 
Congressional redistrict-
ing that reflects how 
Americans really live in 
our increasingly integrat-
ed society, or will they be 
used to continue to pack 
democratic voters into 
urban districts, while con-
tinuing to cede rural dis-
tricts to the Republicans? 
This, of course, is a very 
high stakes game be-
cause business as usual 

imparts a rural bias on 
the Electoral College. 
The Electoral College’s 
rural bias was intentional-
ly built into the nation’s 
political system by Jeffer-
son and Madison who 
feared the concentration 
of power in urban areas, 
and preferred an agrarian 
development trajectory 
(Badger, 2016).  Since 
over 90% of the US pop-
ulation lived in rural areas 
in the immediate post-
revolutionary period, the 
rural bias might have 
been more legitimate at 
that time. Today, howev-
er, with 86% of the US 
population living in urban 
areas, the rural bias is 
questionable at best. As 
Emily Badger (2016:2) 
has observed, “The Elec-
toral College is just one 
example of how an in-
creasingly urban country 
has inherited the political 
structures of a rural past.” 
Since governors play a 
central role in post-
census Congressional 
redistricting, future guber-
natorial elections will 
have the knock-on effect 
of influencing the Elec-
toral College, and hence, 
the 2020 and 2024 presi-
dential elections.  
 In conclusion, where 
one lives matters to 
American politics, but 
rural, suburban or urban 
residence per se is not 
necessarily the causal 
factor. Rather, the con-
centration of various 
types of persons in differ-
ent types of places, and 
the relationships binding 
these urban, rural and 
suburban places together 
into integrated social and 
economic units is a key to 
understanding election  

See Vote, p. 10 
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“...the strong rural 
and small city 
Republican vote in 
Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, 
Wisconsin and 
elsewhere in the 
Industrial Midwest 
and Appalachia 
signaled an 
unexpected switch 
that had a profound 
effect on the 
election.“ 
 
-David L. Brown and  
Shannon Monnat 
 

 
  



Coming of Age in the 
Other America, 2016. 
New York: Russell 
Sage. 
 
-Stefanie DeLuca 
Johns Hopkins  
University. 
-Susan Clampet-
Lundquist 
Saint Joseph’s  
University. 
-Kathryn Edin 
Johns Hopkins  
University. 
 
 Recent research on 
inequality and poverty 
has shown that those 
born into low-income 
families, especially Afri-
can Americans, still have 
difficulty entering the 
middle class, in part be-
cause of the disad-
vantages they experi-
ence living in more dan-
gerous neighborhoods, 
going to inferior public 
schools, and persistent 
racial inequality. Coming 
of Age in the Other 
America shows that de-
spite overwhelming 
odds, some disadvan-
taged urban youth do 
achieve upward mobility. 
Drawing from ten years 
of fieldwork with parents 
and children who resided 
in Baltimore public hous-
ing, sociologists Stefanie 
DeLuca, Susan Clampet

-Lundquist, and Kathryn 
Edin highlight the re-
markable resiliency of 
some of the youth who 
hailed from the nation’s 
poorest neighborhoods 
and show how the right 
public policies might help 
break the cycle of disad-
vantage. 
 Coming of Age in the 
Other America  illumi-
nates the profound ef-
fects of neighborhoods 
on impoverished fami-
lies. The authors con-
ducted in-depth inter-
views and fieldwork with 
150 young adults, and 
found that those who 
had been able to move 
to better neighbor-
hoods—either as part of 
the Moving to Opportuni-
ty program or by other 
means—achieved much 
higher rates of high 
school completion and 
college enrollment than 
their parents. About half 
the youth surveyed re-
ported being motivated 
by an “identity project”—
or a strong passion such 
as music, art, or a dream 
job—to finish school and 
build a career. 
 Yet the authors also 
found troubling evidence 
that some of the most 
promising young adults 
often fell short of their 
goals and remained 
mired in poverty. Factors 
such as neighborhood 
violence and family trau-
ma put these youth on 
expedited paths to adult-
hood, forcing them to 
shorten or end their 
schooling and find jobs 
much earlier than their 
middle-class counter-
parts. Weak labor mar-
kets and subpar post-
secondary educational 
institutions, including 

exploitative for-profit 
trade schools and under-
funded community col-
leges, saddle some 
young adults with debt 
and trap them in low-
wage jobs. A third of the 
youth surveyed—
particularly those who 
had not developed iden-
tity projects—were nei-
ther employed nor in 
school. To address 
these barriers to suc-
cess, the authors recom-
mend initiatives that help 
transform poor neighbor-
hoods and provide insti-
tutional support for the 
identity projects that mo-
tivate youth to stay in 
school. They propose 
increased regulation of 
for-profit schools and 
increased college re-
sources for low-income 
high school students. 
Coming of Age in the 
Other America presents 
a sensitive, nuanced 
account of how a gener-
ation of ambitious but 
underprivileged young 
Baltimoreans has strug-
gled to succeed. It both 
challenges long-held 
myths about inner-city 
youth and shows how 
the process of “social 
reproduction”—where 
children end up stuck in 
the same place as their 
parents—is far from in-
evitable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masters of Craft: Old 
Jobs in the New Urban 
Economy. 2017. 
Princeton: Princeton 
University Press.  
 
-Richard E. Ocejo 
John Jay College 
CUNY Graduate Center  
 
 In today’s new econ-
omy—in which “good” 
jobs are typically 
knowledge or technology 
based—many well-
educated and culturally 
savvy young people are 
instead choosing to pur-
sue traditionally low-
status manual labor oc-
cupations as careers 
despite other options for 
work. Masters of Craft 
looks at the renaissance 
of four such trades—
cocktail bartending, craft 
distilling, upscale men’s 
barbering, and whole-
animal butchering. 
 This book takes read-
ers into the lives and 
workplaces of these peo-
ple to examine how they 
are transforming these 
once-undesirable jobs 
into “cool” and highly 
specialized upscale oc-
cupational niches—and 
in the process complicat-
ing our notions about 
upward and downward 
mobility through work. 
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Ocejo shows how they 
find meaning in these 
jobs by enacting a set of 
“cultural repertoires,” 
which include technical 
skills based on a re-
newed sense of craft 
and craftsmanship and 
an ability to understand 
and communicate that 
knowledge to others, 
resulting in a new form 
of elite taste-making. He 
describes the paths peo-
ple take to these jobs, 
how they learn their cho-
sen trades, how they 
imbue their work practic-
es with craftsmanship, 
and how they teach a 
sense of taste to their 
consumers. By requiring 
workers to use both their 
head and hands in their 
work, these unique ser-
vice and light manufac-
turing jobs represent 
interesting vocations in 
the new urban economy, 
but only for a small seg-
ment of the population.   
Masters of Craft pro-
vides new insights into 
the stratification of taste, 
gentrification, and the 
evolving labor market in 
today’s postindustrial 
city. 

Meltdown:  The Finan-
cial Crisis, Consumer 
Protection, and the 

Road Forward  2017. 
Westport, CT: Praeger. 
 
-Larry Kirsh 
IMR Health Economics 
-Gregory D. Squires 
George Washington  
University 
 
 In March Praeger will 
publish   Meltdown:  The 
Financial Crisis, Con-
sumer Protection, and 
the Road Forward chron-
icling the first five years 
of the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau 
written by Larry Kirsch 
(IMR Health Economics) 
and Gregory D. Squires 
(George Washington 
University).  Meltdown 
features a Foreword by 
Elizabeth Warren and an 
Afterword by Michael 
Barr. For more infor-
mation go to: http://
www.abc-clio.com/ABC-
CLIOCorporate/
product.aspx?
pc=A4984C 

Race, Class, and Poli-
tics in the Cappuccino 
City, 2017. Chicago: 
University of Chicago 
Press, 
 
-Derek S, Hyra 
American University 
 
 For long-time resi-
dents of Washington, 

DC’s Shaw/U Street, the 
neighborhood has be-
come almost unrecog-
nizable in recent years. 
Where the city’s most 
infamous open-air drug 
market once stood, a 
farmers’ market now 
sells grass-fed beef and 
homemade duck egg 
ravioli. On the corner 
where AM.PM carryout 
used to dish out soul 
food, a new establish-
ment markets its $28 
foie gras burger. Shaw is 
experiencing a dramatic 
transformation, from 
“ghetto” to “gilded ghet-
to,” where white new-
comers are rehabbing 
homes, developing dog 
parks, and paving the 
way for a third wave cof-
fee shop on nearly every 
block. 
 Race, Class, and 
Politics in the Cappucci-
no City is an in-depth 
ethnography of this gild-
ed ghetto. Derek S. Hyra 
captures here a quickly 
gentrifying space in 
which long-time black 
residents are joined, and 
variously displaced, by 
an influx of young, white, 
relatively wealthy, and/or 
gay professionals who, 
in part as a result of 
global economic forces 
and the recent develop-
ment of central business 
districts, have returned 
to the cities earlier gen-
erations fled decades 
ago. As a result, Ameri-
ca is witnessing the 
emergence of what Hyra 
calls “cappuccino cities.” 
A cappuccino has es-
sentially the same ingre-
dients as a cup of coffee 
with milk, but is consid-
ered upscale, and is 
double the price. In  

See New Books, p. 11 
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results. Future research 
should focus on the inter-
action of residence and 
various population attrib-
utes such as age, race, 
gender, class, immigra-
tion status, occupation 
and industry, etc.  Moreo-
ver, a simple urban vs. 
suburban vs. rural com-
parative framework is 
increasingly unlikely to 
yield reliable explanations 
of changes in political 
processes. Rather, it is 
the interrelationships 
among places along the 
urban-rural continuum in 
combination with the 
characteristics of persons 
living in such places that 
will reveal emerging 
trends and changes in 
the political behavior in 
America’s diverse com-
munities.   
 
Notes 
1
International Professor 

of Development Sociolo-
gy, emeritus, Cornell Uni-
versity and Assistant Pro-
fessor of Rural Sociology, 
Demography, and Sociol-
ogy, Penn State Universi-
ty, respectively.  
2
Unless cited otherwise, 

election outcomes de-
scribed in this report are 
based on the authors’ 
analyses of county-level 
voting data from Dave 
Leip’s Atlas of U.S. Presi-
dential Elections. http://
uselectionatlas.org/. 
3
The USDA has support-

ed rural demographic 
research for decades 
through its “multi-state 
research committees.” 
Both authors are active 
participants in multi-state 
project W-3001, “The 
Great Recession, Its Af-
termath and Patterns of 
Rural and Small Town 
Demographic Change.” 
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courses of race are ma-
nipulated and delibera-
tively employed by key 
power holders to forward 
certain kinds of urban 
change over others. Fur-
ther information may be 
found at https://
nyupress.org/
books/9781479880430/ 
 

Hyra’s cappuccino city, 
the black inner-city 
neighborhood undergoes 
enormous transfor-
mations and becomes 
racially “lighter” and 
more expensive by the 
year. 

Race and the Politics 
of Deception: The Mak-
ing of an American 
City. 2017. New York: 
NYU Press.  
 
-Christopher Mele 
University at Buffalo, 

 Drawing on the histo-
ry of Chester, a small 
city just south of Phila-
delphia, the book docu-
ments how local city 
leaders, developers, and 
other private sector ac-
tors bound together by 
broadly similar interests 
and goals make use of 
ideologies and rhetoric 
of race and racism – in 
short, race strategies -- 
to facilitate and legiti-
mize urban development 
that consistently ex-
cludes mostly poor, mi-
nority communities. 
Race functions more 
than as an ideological 
setting or context in 
which urban develop-
ment unfolds; it is inten-
tionally employed as a 
strategy in the local poli-
tics of city development. 
As Chester’s history 
shows, race strategies 
are formative in the 
sense that rhetoric, rep-
resentations and dis-
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overwhelmed the state, 
gained massive bargain-
ing power relative to la-
bour and citizens, be-
come increasingly pred-
atory, and fundamentally 
altered the role of gov-
ernment at all spatial 
scales. Even local gov-
ernments that were once 
considered recession-
proof in the case of the 
United States experi-
enced dramatic cut-
backs. 
 While many parts of 
the traditional national 
and local state have con-
tracted, other parts of 
the public sector have 
expanded.  For example, 
different elements of the 
"security state" has ex-
panded both its budget 
and its remit.  This spe-
cial issue will explore 
how has the social con-
tract between citizens, 
government, and private 

sector shifted or been 
broken? To what degree, 
why, and where is the 
public sector shrinking? 
At what scale of the 
state from central to lo-
cal have changes been 
greatest? What does the 
future hold in terms of 
public sector resistance 
and acquiescence to 
these trends? 
 The goal of this spe-
cial issue is to address 
big debates about 
the role of the public 
sector in society at the 
level of regions and lo-
calities. We are particu-
larly interested in theo-
retical work that has a 
strong empirical founda-
tion. We are also looking 
for work that pushes ex-
isting frameworks in new 
directions and tackles 
new or unresolved is-
sues about the public 
sector. Strong empirical 
research that elaborates, 
challenges, or otherwise 
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evaluates claims derived 
from theory from various 
literatures is also of in-
terest. Finally, articles 
that provide a conceptu-
al blue-print for studying 
the processes by which 
the state is changing are 
also welcome. CJRES 
has published recent 
special issues address-
ing "austerity and the 
city" and "the geogra-
phies of austerity" and 
our goal is to further 
push forward these new 
directions in the analysis 
of the state in socie-
ty.   The journal’s five-
year impact factor is 
1.50.  Abstracts are due 
June 1, 2017 and the 
paper itself by November 
1, 2017. For details 
about the submission 
process see https://
academic.oup.com/cjres/
pages/call_for_papers    
or contact Linda Lobao 
at lobao.1@osu.edu.  
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