
With the rise of right wing 
populism in the U.S. and 
around the world, cities, 
and the relative diversity 
and progressivism of the 
communities to be found 
in them, have become a 

potent political target.  In 
the U.S., we see pro-
posals for billions in cuts 
to agencies that oversee 
vital urban programs, 
from the Department  
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disease, or other topics 
related to the medical 
field for a long time. But 
as much as sociology as 
a discipline and sociolo-
gists as individual schol-
ars have looked at and 
into the medical field, 
medicine as a discipline 
and medical profession-
als as individuals have 
not necessarily looked at 
and into topics of socio-
logical relevance to the 
same extent. Similarly, 
many medical profession-
als are not aware 
(enough) of the sociologi-
cal perspective – our way 
of approaching our 
worlds and the ways in 
which those who inhabit 
these worlds view and 
make sense of them.  
 My family and I relo-
cated to Springfield, Illi-
nois from Germany in 
2015. While my husband 
grew up in the rural Mid-
west, I was born and 
raised in Berlin – a city of 

about 3.7 million people. 
In fact, pretty much every-
thing about me was 
“urban” until 2015: I con-
sidered myself a true “city 
person”, insisted that I 
would never permanently 
live more than an hour 
outside of a big city, and 
even my professional in-
terests were deeply root 
ed in the urban context. 
My dissertation research 
focuses on punitive disci-
plinary practices at a U.S. 
inner-city school and ar 
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 In preparing my first 
chair’s letter, I’ve been 
reflecting on the state of 
the cities and communi-
ties we study, and the 
word that keeps coming 
to mind is embattled. 

Anne Scheer 
Southern Illinois 
University 
 
 In preparation for this 
contribution, the opening 
line of a joke keeps pop-
ping up in my head: “A 
sociologist and a physi-
cian walk into a bar…” I 
am not exactly sure 
where this idea comes 
from, because – to the 
best of my knowledge – 
no such joke exists. But 
humor often utilizes the 
unusual to tell its unique 
stories. Maybe that ex-
plains the idea to use a 
non-existent joke as a 
captivating introduction to 
this piece. Certainly, be-
ing a sociologist at a 
medical school is unusu-
al; being a qualitative 
Childhood sociologist is 
even more unusual – 
unique, even, in many 
ways. Unusual not be-
cause sociologists have 
not been studying health, 
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of Education to Housing 
and Urban Development 
to the Civil Rights Divi-
sion. Programs long 
fought for by urban move-
ments, like the Office of 
Environmental Justice, 
has been targeted for 
elimination. With the de-
nial of climate change, 
and cuts to the EPA and 
FEMA, devastating fires 
and storms in urban are-
as are becoming “the 
new normal.”  And in re-
sponse to progressive 
legislative victories at the 
local scale, Conservative 
state legislatures and 
chambers of commerce 
increasingly use 
“preemption laws” to 
override ordinances on 
labor (living wage and 
paid sick leave), discrimi-
nation (fair hiring and 
housing policies), the en-
vironment (plastic bag 
fees and fracking bans), 
the sale of firearms 
(background checks and 
assault weapon bans), 
and the right to establish 
“sanctuary city” status 
protecting undocumented 
immigrants within local 
boundaries. 
 The situation causes 
me to reflect on a book 
from the 1990s by geog-
rapher Neil Smith, in 
which he framed attempts 
in that era to roll back 
progressive urban poli-
cies as a form of class-
based revanchism —
referencing the political 
revenge sought by old 
guard elites following the 
French Revolution 
(Smith, 1996). Among 
Smith’s main targets was 
the “revanchist city” of 
Giuliani-era New York, in 
which, he argued, the 
combination of gentrifica-
tion, austerity, and “zero-

“high-output cities” would 
lose. Here the anti-urban 
imaginary combined ur-
ban elites and the unde-
serving poor, particularly 
immigrants and people of 
color. Thus, much like the 
revanchism of the post-
1960s era, diverse cities 
and communities become 
populist targets, justifying 
corporate tax breaks, 
cuts to social services, 
and federal immigration 
raids. Ironically, as in the 
70s and 80s, many lead-
ing the anti-urban charge 
are themselves urbanites, 
living in luxury highrises 
in the heart of the city. A 
difference from the 70s is 
the cost of those highris-
es, and degree of ine-
quality they represent. 
 Yet as much as cities 
and communities are em-
battled under this new 
regime, they are also bat-
tling. Indeed, most high-
profile popular struggles 
today—Fight for 15, 
Black Lives Matter, resur-
gent tenant organizing, 
movements for just sus-
tainability, community 
policing, immigrant 
rights— have been taking 
place in growing urban 
areas, and arguably the 
revanchist backlash is a 
sign of their strength. 
(Greenberg and Lewis, 
2017) These movements 
helped drive the rise of 
“the progressive mayor,” 
and the “blue city in the 
red state” phenome-
non.  Clearly these shifts 
has been limited. We 
know that urban politics 
are embedded in multiple 
scales and forms of pow-
er, belying the notion of 
“home rule,” “mayoral 
control,” or “cities saving 
the world.”  Growing ine-
quality, precarity, environ-

tolerance” policing target-
ed the urban poor, work-
ing people, and commu-
nities of color for both 
discipline and displace-
ment.  In a similar vein, 
I’ve argued the 1970s-era 
rebranding of liberal cities 
like  New York as good 
for business and tough 
on crime, alongside ser-
vice cuts and market-
oriented restructuring, 
served as a model for 
national scale neoliberali-
zation under Reagan and 
later Clinton through the 
80s and 90s. (Greenberg, 
2008)    
 Are we seeing a simi-
lar revanchist move to-
day, if in a more right-
ward and anti-urban di-
rection? Raised amidst 
the same outer-borough 
animus as Giuliani in the 
1960s, and his staunch 
supporter through the 
1990s, President Trump 
seems to be carrying on 
the divisive mayor’s lega-
cy on a national stage. 
His vengeful combative-
ness has resonated as 
much with fellow elites as 
people left behind, both 
economically and spatial-
ly, by neoliberalism—with 
the spatial dimension of 
particular significance for 
our section.  Post-
election analysis found 
that a major determinant 
of Trump support, espe-
cially amongst previous 
Obama voters, was living 
in “low-output America”—
from rural areas and 
small towns to deindustri-
alized rust-belts and de-
clining suburbs. (Muro 
and Liu, 2016) Trump 
offered hope to people in 
these hinterlands that 
they could be winners 
again, albeit in a zero-
sum game in which the 
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mental degradation, and 
housing insecurity strad-
dle regions and scales. 
But in this sense local 
limitations can also be 
generative.  In urban 
studies, we see an in-
creasing interest in re-
search that pushes be-
yond the old borders of 
“the city” to make sense 
of social-spatial, eco-
nomic, and ecological 
dynamics of urbanization 
more broadly.  Also in-
creasing is an interest in 
research that bridges the 
rural-urban divide - as 
we see in the piece by 
Anne Scheer in this 
newsletter. In the politi-
cal realm, we see moves 
towards stronger coali-
tions within and between 
cities, and beginning, 
between the city and its 
“hinterlands”—from 
struggling rural areas to 
threatened tribal lands. 
We hear calls for urban 
and community research 
and organizing that rec-
ognizes the impact and 
resonance of racism, 
sexism, and xenophobia, 
so potent in blocking 
these new coalitions. 
And we see work that is 
increasingly global in 
scope and informed by 
dynamics across the 
North/South divide. In 
this sense, community 
and urban research in all 
its forms —from ethnog-
raphy to political econo-
my, affect studies to GIS 
analysis, neighborhood 
studies to comparative 
global research—has 
never been more rele-
vant.   
 Participating in CUSS 
at this moment feels ex-
citing. We’ve had an up-
surge of membership to 
600 members this 
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term final grades, it is 
time already to start plan-
ning for the 2018 ASA 
Meetings in Philadelphia, 
PA this August. Since 
CUSS reached 600 mem-
bers, we will host four 
open panels, one invited 
panel, and the 
roundtables.  
 This newsletter edition 
includes the 2018 CUSS 
Call for Submissions for 
the open panels and 
roundtables on page 4. 
The ASA submission 
deadline is January 11th. 
All materials should be 
submitted through the 
ASA Conference website 
submission system.  
 This edition includes 
regular features such as 

 The 2017-18 academ-
ic year marks the CUSS 
Newsletter’s 30th anni-
versary. While the current 
Park Award recipient 
writes the fall edition’s 
feature article, Robert 
Sampson will write his 
feature in the winter edi-
tion set for March 2018. 
Anne Scheer offered to 
write her feature on rural 
community health for this 
edition instead of the win-
ter one. This edition in-
cludes Miriam Green-
berg’s first Chair’s Mes-
sage as she took over 
from  Deidre Oakley at 
the 2017 ASA Meetings 
in Montreal.  
 While many of us may 
have just submitted fall 

New Books as well as a 
New Dissertation. You will 
find many new articles by 
section members in the  
News & Notes section. 
 For CUSS members 
looking for publishing op-
portunities, the newsletter 
provides many. Ever 
since we went digital in 
2011, the newsletter is no 
longer bound by the con-
straints of traditional pa-
per publishing. For each 
edition I am always look-
ing for suggestions from  
CUSS members for new 
ideas and materials. Also, 
we have the capacity to 
include other formats. 
Feel free to contact me 
with proposals. 
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year—thanks I think to 
the times we live in as 
well as the vitality of our 
section and the tireless 
work of our Membership 
Committee (Victoria 
Reyes, Emily Tumpson 
Molina, and Albert 
Fu).  Much of this growth 
comes from young 
scholars with diverse 
approaches to communi-
ty and urban research, 
boding well for the health 
and future of our field. 
Current and past leader-
ship of the section in-
cluding Council and 
chairs have done an ex-
cellent job of steering the 
section through chang-
ing times.  A special 
thanks to Deirdre Oak-
ley, past Chair, and I’m 
happy to say, upcoming 
editor of our journal City 
& Community!  Thanks 

to former editors Lance 
Freeman and Sudhir 
Venkatesh, the CUSS 
Publications Committee, 
and especially chairs 
Heather MacIndoe and 
Japonica Brown Sara-
cino for helping make 
the transition so seam-
less.  
 Our diversity as a 
field will be represented 
in CUSS sessions for 
ASA in Philadelphia, 
2018.  As you’ll see on 
page 4, these sessions 
explore 1) the urban 
lived dimension of the 
ASA 2018 theme 
"Feeling Race," 2) the 
importance of applying 
global perspectives to 
U.S. urban issues and 
forms of marginality, 3) a 
return in the field to the  
study of "the housing 
question," given the na-

tional affordable housing 
crisis, and 4) the ongoing 
relevance in the age of 
“big data” of the mixed 
method study of social 
and cultural processes to 
understand urban dynam-
ics. 2018 also marks the 
50th anniversary of 1968, 
a year of global “urban 
uprisings,” and of land-
mark federal policy re 
sponses to them—to 
which successive waves 
of revanchism can be 
seen, in part, as a re-
sponse.  Our own Grego-
ry Squires will be hosting 
a special session on the 
legacy of the 1968 Fair 
Housing Act, together 
with a number of eminent 
CUSS scholars, HUD 
policy analysts, and 
housing advocates.  Thus 
ASA 2018, will be an op 
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 The 2018 ASA Annu-
al Meetings will be held 
in Philadelphia, PA from 
August 11-14. CUSS 
events are scheduled for 
Tuesday, August 14. 
The CUSS Section will 
sponsor four open ses-
sions, one invited ses-
sion as well as 
roundtables. All papers 
should be submitted 
though the conference 
website at www.asa 
net.org by January 11, 
2018. 
 
OPEN SESSION: 
“Feeling Race,” and 
Spatial Inequalities, 50 
Years after the Kerner 
Commission Report 
 Co-Organizers: 
- Chase Billingham 
-Rahim Kurwa, 
-Brandi Thompson 
 Summers 
  
 Addressing the 2018 
ASA theme “Feeling 
Race,” this session up-
holds the idea that the 
lived and felt experience 
of race has profoundly 
spatial dimensions, as 
this experience interacts 
with spatialized forms of 
power and inequality— 
from segregation, ghet-
toization, and racialized 
policing to gentrification 
and the privatization of 
public space. Further, 
mindful that 2018 marks 
the 50th Anniversary of 
the Report of the Nation-
al Advisory Commission 
on Civil Disorders, aka 
the Kerner Commission 
Report, and of the urban 
unrest and uprisings of 
1968, the session is in-
terested in how racial-
ized emotions and the 
experience of spatial 
inequality may contribute 
to new forms of contes-

 American urban soci-
ology is often discon-
nected from the debates 
that preoccupy the larger 
field of global urban 
studies.  While the for-
mer tends to focus on 
core questions such as 
neighborhood effects, 
the reproduction of ine-
quality, and the causes 
and consequences of 
black/white segregation 
in the United States, the 
latter tends to engage 
broad urban processes, 
including global urban 
networks, urban and 
suburban governance, 
and socio-spatial mar-
ginalization across multi-
ple forms of difference, 
including in ghettos, bar-
rios, banlieus, and infor-
mal settlements.  One 
way to bridge this divide 
is to engage urban com-
parisons across north 
and south. Another is to 
focus on questions of 
space, marginalization, 
and difference that ani-
mate both fields, if often 
in different ways. This 
session seeks papers 
that can put U.S. and 
non-U.S. cities—
especially those in the 
global South, on an even 
analytical plane, whether 
through direct compari-
son and/or by reconcep-
tualizing U.S. urban dy-
namics from a global 
perspective. Particularly 
welcome are theoretical 
and empirical works that 
examine housing ine-
quality, “ghettos,” immi-
gration, citizenship, and 
the marginalization and 
racialization of space. 
  
OPEN SESSION: 
The Social and Cultural 
Construction of Places 
 Co-Organizers: 

tation.  In the wake of 
urban crises, police vio-
lence, and protests in 
Flint, Ferguson, Balti-
more, and around the 
country, we welcome 
work that reflects on this 
intersection.  This could 
include responding to an 
array of questions, such 
as: 
·  What are the processes 
by which racial/spatial 
inequalities are repro-
duced and contested? 
·  How does unequal ur-
ban space help shape 
racial categories, identi-
ties, experiences, and/or 
racialized emotions? 
·  How do people “feel 
race” as they navigate 
and experience daily life 
in the city —from the 
search for housing, to 
interactions in public 
space, to residents’ en-
counters with the police? 
· How have contemporary 
urban uprisings and so-
cial movements been 
shaped by these race/
space inequalities, and 
the feelings they pro-
duce? 
 We also welcome new 
scholarship that reflects 
on the Kerner Report, 
assesses its contribu-
tions, flaws, and omis-
sions, and considers the 
merits of the solutions 
prescribed by its authors 
— as well as those pro-
posed by contemporary 
thinkers, scholars, and 
movements.  
  
OPEN SESSION: 
Re-conceptualizing U.S. 
Cities from a Global and 
Comparative Perspec-
tive 
 Co-Organizers: 
- Ernesto Castañeda 
-Xuefei Ren 
  

-Robin Bartram 
-Japonica Brown-
Saracino 
-Ryan Centner 
-Jeffrey Nathaniel Parker 
  
 While the emergence 
of Big Data and the per-
sistence of urban ine-
quality demand  
sociologists attend to 
quantifiable aspects of 
urban spaces, there is 
still a great deal that can 
only be understood with 
careful attention to social 
and cultural processes 
as they occur on the 
ground. We invite papers 
that address the for-
mation, articulation, and 
contestation of social 
and/or cultural construc-
tions of places, as well 
as methodological is-
sues in how social scien-
tists conceptualize the 
places we study.  This 
could include, though is 
not limited to, research 
on how cities construct 
visions for themselves in 
the form of plans and 
broad identity discours-
es, and how these mat-
ter for cities as social 
places that are inherent-
ly uneven in terms of 
power and influence. We 
welcome papers that 
employ both top-down 
and bottom-up perspec-
tives, as well as efforts 
to apprehend the inter-
actions between these 
as they take shape in 
the adoption of or re-
sistance to visions, 
plans, and processes of 
social construction. 
Building on a long line of 
research on the role of 
symbols and culture in 
urban theory as well as 
sociological research on 
the politics of urban 
boosterism and brand-
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ing, this panel explores 
social and cultural con-
struction as an object of 
research in itself, as well 
as in terms of its influ-
ence on how we come to 
know something—or we 
come to think we know 
something—about plac-
es, neighborhoods, and 
cities.  In the tradition of 
Firey and Suttles, as well 
as Lefebvre and Zukin, 
we ask how the city is 
both socially and cultur-
ally produced. 
  
OPEN SESSION:  
Sociological Perspec-
tives on the Affordable 
Housing Crisis 
Co-Organizers: 
- Jacob William Faber,  
Brian J. McCabe-        
-Eva Rosen 
 
 Today, more than 11 
million renters pay at 
least half of their income 
toward rent.  Housing 
assistance programs, 
like the Housing Choice 
Voucher program, have 
been targeted by federal 
budget cuts while tradi-
tional, place-based pub-
lic housing develop-
ments are being trans-
formed by private devel-
opment.  Rents are ris-
ing quickly in American 
cities as incomes stag-
nate. Growing housing 
instability presents 
unique challenges for 
low-income renters. For 
this panel, we invite pa-
pers that investigate the 
causes and consequenc-
es of the housing afford-
ability crisis in American 
cities. In recent years, 
sociologists have played 
a larger role in explain-
ing this crisis. Our work 
explores how low-
income households 

search for housing and 
navigate state bureau-
cracies for federal hous-
ing vouchers. It tackles 
the role of the state in 
providing assistance and 
the growing importance 
of non-profit and com-
munity-based organiza-
tions. Sociologists have 
wrestled with the effects 
of unstable housing in 
urban neighborhoods 
and the way homeown-
ers often work to keep 
their neighborhoods seg-
regated. Papers for this 
panel should broadly 
deal with the housing 
crisis, and topics may 
include the experiences 
of landlord, tenants or 
state institutions involved 
in providing housing as-
sistance, or the broader 
social policies and struc-
tures that limit the pro-
duction of affordable 
housing. We invite pa-
pers from diverse meth-
odological perspectives, 
including quantitative 
analysis of administra-
tive data and ethno-
graphic accounts, as 
well as case studies 
from places hit hardest 
by the challenges of find-
ing safe, decent and af-
fordable housing.  We 
hope that this specific 
focus on housing afford-
ability contributes to the 
re-emergence of housing 
as a central topic of soci-
ological inquiry. 
  
CUSS ROUNDTABLES 
 Co-Organizers: 
-Antwan Jones 
-Chandra Ward 
 
  
SPECIAL SESSION: 
The Fight for Fair 
Housing: Causes, Con-
sequences, and Future 

Implications of the 
1968 Federal Fair 
Housing Act 
Organizer: 
-Gregory Squires 
-Douglas S. Massey 
-Lisa Rice 
- Thomas J Sugrue 
Discussant: 
-Paul Jargowsky 
 
 The Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 was 
passed at a time of tur-
moil, conflict, 
and conflagration in cit-
ies across the nation. 
The Act had a dual man-
date: ending discrimina-
tion and dismantling the 
segregated living pat-
terns characterizing 
most cities. The Fight for 
Fair Housing, edited by 
Gregory D. Squires and 
published in 2018, com-
memorates the 50th an-
niversary of this law and 
tells what happened, 
why, and what remains 
to be done. The book 
brings together the na-
tion’s leading fair hous-
ing activists and scholars 
to tell the stories that led 
to passage of the Fair 
Housing Act, its conse-
quences, and the impli-
cations of the Act going 
forward. This session will 
bring together four con-
tributors to this volume 
to recount and update 
their stories. Squires will 
provide an overview of 
evolving patterns of dis-
crimination and segrega-
tion, and the politics 
framing past, present, 
and future fair housing 
scholarship and activ-
ism. Thomas Sugrue will 
survey the public poli-
cies and  private  
practices that generated 
the activism leading to 
the 1968 law. Douglas S. 

Massey will examine the 
intersection of race and 
class focusing on the 
role of zoning in creating 
and perpetuating segre-
gation. Lisa Rice will 
describe the dual hous-
ing finance market that 
has provided a critical 
structural underpinning 
of segregation. Paul Jar-
gowsky will serve as a 
discussant and provide 
recommendations for 
future research and poli-
cy. 
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gues that the often high-
poverty, high-minority 
student populations ur-
ban public schools serve 
are written off as “always 
already hopeless” at the 
level of local educational 
policy – long before they 
set foot on school ground 
or interact with teachers 
on site.  
 Needless to say, mov-
ing from a city of 3.7 mil-
lion to Springfield – popu-
lation 117,400 according 
to the city limits sign – 
was an adjustment. To 
say that I was positively 
surprised to be recruited 
by Southern Illinois Uni-
versity’s School of Medi-
cine (SIU SOM) in what, 
to me, is a small town in 
an overwhelmingly rural 
area is an understate-
ment. Never in a million 
years did I think my skills 
and perspectives would 
be actively sought after in 
such a small town. In the 
summer of 2016, I was 
approached by a faculty 
member at the School of 
Medicine to see if I was 
interested in joining the 

soon to be launched 
“Office of Population Sci-
ence and Policy” (OPSP) 
– an interdisciplinary re-
search and policy organi-
zation dedicated to im-
proving health outcomes 
– because, as I was told, 
they had been “looking 
for someone just like” me: 
a sociologist with experi-
ence in qualitative meth-
ods. My experience of 
working directly with chil-
dren to elicit their own 
views and voices in line 
with the “new” Sociology 
of Childhood was an add-
ed bonus in a team 
whose leadership com-
prises two former educa-
tors and a pediatrician 
who had set out to im-
prove children’s health in 
the School of Medicine’s 
service region. SIU 
School of Medicine (SIU 
SOM) serves 66 mostly 
rural counties in central 
and southern Illinois. Like 
other areas in the rural 
United States, this region 
faces various health 
problems, including can-
cer disparities, obesity, 

diabetes, smoking and 
related health problems, 
and, of course the recent 
opioid crisis that has 
reached an epidemic ex-
tent in many communi-
ties. In line with the 
School of Medicine’s mis-
sion “to assist the people 
of central and southern 
Illinois in meeting their 
health-care needs 
through education, pa-
tient care, research and 
service to the communi-
ty”, the Office of Popula-
tion Science and Policy 
(OPSP) was launched in 
October 2016 to improve 
the health, development, 
and wellness of residents 
through a detailed under-
standing of the region 
SIU SOM serves.  
 This month marks my 
6th month at OPSP, 
where most of my work 
focuses on exploring how 
children in rural commu-
nities view health and 
well-being and, more 
broadly, helping to tell the 
stories of rural communi-
ties in the context of 
health and well-being 

from a holistic perspec-
tive. Of course, six 
months is a very short 
timeframe, especially in 
the world of qualitative 
research. In fact, when I 
say “exploring”, I should 
specify that I am in the 
process of planning to 
explore, currently waiting 
for initial review from the 
IRB, after a lengthy pro-
cess of a qualitative soci-
ologist familiarizing her-
self with the “do's and 
don'ts” of a medical 
school’s IRB and vice 
versa. In addition, given 
my previous professional 
focus on education in an 
urban context, I have 
much to learn about 
health in rural communi-
ties – from a sociological 
but also from a medical 
and healthcare perspec-
tive. Nevertheless, my 
work here at OPSP has 
surfaced three important 
challenges of adding a 
sociological perspective 
to the way a medical 
school approaches rural 
health that I would like to 
outline in this contribu-
tion: 1) conveying the 
value of qualitative re-
search in a field that con-
tinues to be dominated by 
a quantitative mindset, 2) 
communicating and 
translating the sociologi-
cal way of seeing and 
doing to medical profes-
sionals, and 3) defining 
and delineating the 
meaning and boundaries 
of “community” in the 
sparsely populated rural 
areas we serve.  
 The first challenge 
that has surfaced in my 
work at OPSP centers on 
the often difficult endeav-
or to explain and justify 
qualitative research 
methods and the philoso-
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phy that informs them in 
a professional context so 
dominated by quantitative 
methods. Even though 
much of medical practice 
is relational in nature, the 
medical field continues to 
be dominated by quanti-
tative methods. Many 
conversations with medi-
cal professionals center 
on large-scale screening, 
randomized controlled 
trials, or evidence-based 
programs, where 
“evidence” tends to con-
note exclusively quantita-
tive evidence. The possi-
bility that “evidence” can 
also come in the form of 
qualitative data, of narra-
tives of success or heal-
ing, or that “qualitative” is 
not synonymous with 
“unsystematic” can be 
something of an oddity 
for practitioners and 
scholars who have used 
a quantitative mindset for 
most of their careers. 
How can research be 
meaningful, let alone val-
id, if it hasn’t been con-
ducted using statistical 
methods? How can re-
sults be relevant if only a 
handful of children or only 
one community were 
studied? Similarly, the 
idea that not every issue 
of interest to the medical 
community is best ad-
dressed through large-
scale screening or lends 
itself to randomized con-
trolled trials – even more, 
that RCTs raise serious 
ethical concerns, espe-
cially in research “testing” 
interventions designed to 
improve children’s lives – 
can be a hard sell in the 
medical community. Even 
where an awareness ex-
ists of the various factors 
influencing health outside 
of people’s bodies – 

housing, poverty, or so-
cial relationships to name 
just a few – the methods 
of choice proposed to 
study and understand 
such factors are often 
exclusively quantitative in 
nature. In the six months 
that I have been at 
OPSP, I have explained 
the rationale and nature 
of qualitative methods on 
multiple occasions and 
probably will continuously 
need to offer such expla-
nations in the future.  
 The second challenge 
that has surfaced centers 
on the sociological per-
spective that is often diffi-
cult to translate to medi-
cal professionals and the 
field of medicine more 
generally. Professionally 
and personally, I consider 
myself very fortunate that 
the leadership and other 
team members here at 
OPSP understand the 
need for a comprehen-
sive perspective on peo-
ple and communities in 
the context of health and 
well-being. The ex-
pressed consensus at the 
Office is that knowing 
which health problems 
plague the people and 
communities in our ser-
vice region (e.g. upper 
respiratory diseases) and 
why they are plagued by 
these problems (e.g. be-
cause people smoke) is 
only part of the picture. In 
order to understand and 
actually address these 
ailments, we also need to 
know why people do or 
do not engage in certain 
health-related behaviors: 
Why do people make 
poor health choices? 
Why do people smoke, 
drink, eat poorly, and 
don’t exercise? Why do 
people, especially in 

some rural communities, 
underutilize available pre-
vention tools such as 
cancer screenings? Or, 
as one physician summa-
rized his perpetual pro-
fessional puzzle: “We 
already told them it’s bad 
for them – why do they 
keep doing it anyways?” 
Particularly this physi-
cian’s perspective high-
lights the need to trans-
late between doctor and 
patient, between the 
medical community and 
the communities entrust-
ed to its care: Are doctors 
using terms and explana-
tions their patients actual-
ly understand or do they 
rely too much on tech-
nical terminology that 
many of their patients are 
unfamiliar with and may 
be reluctant to ask 
about? On a more com-
plex level, even if patients 
are hearing the messag-
es their doctors com-
municate, are they inter-
nalizing them in the way 
intended by their physi-
cian? Do they even have 
the tools and resources 
to implement what they 
are “supposed” to do or  
not do from a health per-
spective? Based on my 
limited and unsystematic 
observations, many phy-
sicians do not think about 
questions such as these 
– or at least they do not 
think about them enough.  
Too many medical pro-
fessionals too often ap-
proach their patients as 
isolated individuals who 
present with certain clini-
cal symptoms and not as 
individuals who are so-
cially, economically, or 
culturally situated in a 
complex web of institu-
tions, experiences, and 
relationships that can 

make or break 
someone’s health and 
well-being. Even those 
members of the medical 
community who underline 
that they “treat the pa-
tient, not the disease” 
often reveal an insuffi-
cient awareness of the 
social situatedness of 
their patients. The physi-
cian’s statement cited 
above – “We already told 
them it’s bad for them – 
why do they keep doing it 
anyways?” – is a testa-
ment to this perspective.  
 In part, I attribute this 
to the specific training 
many medical profession-
als receive or have re-
ceived that continues to 
be dominated by a posi-
tivistic, deductive “hard” 
science approach. Of 
course, there are physi-
cians and other medical 
professionals out there 
who emphasize that med-
icine really is much more 
of a social, rather than a  
“natural”, science – pre-
cisely because so many  
factors inside and outside 
of a patient’s body influ-
ence the face and course 
a disease can take. In 
addition, the growing 
awareness of the so-
called social determi-
nants of health – the 
“conditions in the places 
where people live, learn, 
work, and play [which 
can] affect a wide range 
of health risks and out-
comes”

1 
– can help draw 

attention to dimensions of 
patients’ lives medical 
professionals long ne-
glected. By and large, 
however, the medical 
community continues to 
be dominated by an input
-output model that only  

Community, p.8 
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insufficiently compre-
hends its patients as so-
cially (and otherwise) sit-
uated beings.  
 Part of my role here at 
OPSP is to help explore 
such diverging perspec-
tives, identify where and 
why things get lost in 
translation and support 
the process of translating 
between communities 
and “their” physicians. 
Doing that from a socio-
logical perspective 
means telling the stories 
of such communities from 
their own point of view 
and eliciting people’s own 
views on the community-
specific adversities they 
identify: Is access to 
healthcare really the most 
pressing concern or do 
people “on the ground” 
identify social isolation, 
economic deprivation, 
and the resulting despair 
as much more prevalent 
for their health and well-
being? What resources 
are even available to 
members of a given com-
munity and what is miss-
ing, according to those 
who live there? What re-
sources are available to 
children and to what ex-
tent do these resources 
align with what matters to 
the children themselves? 
These are some of the 
questions I hope to help 
answer in the future 
through research in, but 
more importantly with, the 
communities and their 
young and old(er) resi-
dents. In addition, I have 
come to recite and ex-
plain the Thomas theo-
rem – “If men define situ-
ations as real, they are 
real in their consequenc-
es“ – in many of my inter-
actions with medical pro-
fessionals, hoping that 

this helps them consider 
their patients from a dif-
ferent point of view.  
Finally, the third and larg-
est challenge that has 
surfaced in the short time 
since I joined OPSP cen-
ters on the definition and 
meaning of “community” 
in the rural areas we 
serve. One of the most 
important principles at 
OPSP is to focus on com-
munity-identified health 
problems and community
-driven solutions. The 
goal is to concentrate on 
community-specific ad-
versities, needs, and re-
sources: What are the 
specific health risks that 
most plague a communi-
ty? What does the com-
munity need to address 
and solve these prob-
lems? And what re-
sources are (or are not) 
available to do so? OPSP 
wants to help communi-
ties answer these ques-
tions and find community-
specific solutions – al-
ways focusing on the 
communities themselves 
as experts, not on us as 
outside professionals. We 
believe that the key to 
sustainable change is 
community buy-in. We 
treat the communities 
themselves as experts 
with invaluable 
knowledge of their specif-
ic problems. As such, we 
see ourselves much more 
as facilitators, as a team 
of professionals seeking 
to facilitate, not impose, 
processes that have been 
identified by members of 
a community and that are 
driven by the community 
itself.  
 However, before we 
can help identify, let 
alone address, communi-
ty-specific risks, the 

question to be answered 
is how to define commu-
nity in the rural areas we 
serve and who to ask for 
their definition. Altogeth-
er, only 2.2 million people 
inhabit the 66 counties in 
our service region. Of 
course, each of these 
counties comprises vari-
ous small towns with 
clearly delineated bound-
aries. But not only are 
there people who reside 
in between these bound-
aries, the boundaries of 
such towns do not neces-
sarily correspond to the 
idea of “community” the 
people themselves have. 
At a recent conference, 
for example, I spoke to 
educators from one of 
these rural counties in 
our service region who 
identified housing and 
homelessness as a big 
concern in their school 
district. They described a 
scenario in which parents 
would move between 
towns in a triangle of 
three local towns to avoid 
eviction or rent collection, 
effecting a school change 
for their children each 
time the family moved. 
What defines 
“community” for such 
transient populations? 
How do the children of 
these families define 
“community”? How to 
children in these rural 
areas define their com-
munities? Many children 
are bused in and out of 
towns away from their 
homes to attend schools 
according to their school 
boundary zones. Is com-
munity to them the place 
they attend school or the 
place they call home? Do 
they have multiple con-
cepts of community or 
does community denote 

“How can research 
be meaningful, let 

alone valid, if it 
hasn’t been 

conducted using 
statistical 

methods? How can 
results be relevant 
if only a handful of 

children or only one 
community were 

studied? “ 
-Anne Scheer 
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something much different 
altogether in their per-
spective? Similarly, seek-
ing to define the 
“community” in communi-
ty-specific also raises the 
question of how similar – 
or how different – these 
communities are. Want-
ing to facilitate communi-
ty-initiated and communi-
ty-driven change can also 
translate into a need to 
facilitate a program to 
mentor pregnant teenag-
ers in one community 
while facilitating a school-
based intervention to re-
duce suspension rates in 
another. Also related to 
the question of what com-
prises “community” in 
community-specific is the 
problem that many health
-interventions have been 
designed in and for urban 
communities. An after-
school program in a local 
church for example, de-
signed to keep children 
engaged in healthy activi-
ties and relationships, 
may easily serve dozens 
or hundreds of children in 
an urban neighborhood. 
In rural areas, however, 
where many miles often 
separate children from 
available resources in-
tended to serve them, 
such a program may fail 
to reach those it seeks to 
help. In addition, many 
grant opportunities – im-
plicitly or explicitly – give 
preference to programs 
or initiatives designed to 
serve large numbers of 
children (or adults, for 
that matter). In the con-
text of rural communities, 
it can be difficult to show 
that a program serves 
several hundred children 
– especially if interven-
tions are supposed to be 
community-specific.  

 The Office of Popula-
tion Science and Policy 
celebrated its first birth-
day in early October of 
this year. Surely, we have 
much to learn. But we 
also have much to offer. 
One of the key ways we 
seek to respond to this 
challenge is through a 
flexible framework that 
allows us to tailor our fa-
cilitating role in health-
related interventions to 
the needs and resources 
specific to each commu-
nity. Regarding the chal-
lenges of bringing a soci-
ological perspective and 
a qualitative methodologi-
cal philosophy to a medi-
cal school, I hope that my 
work and the insights to 
be gained from my re-
search projects will help 
translate and bridge the 
gap between the medical 
community and the com-
munities it serves. I will 
certainly need a good 

dose of humor to navi-
gate the unusual position 
I occupy. In the mean-
time, I welcome any in-
sights from those of you 
who have worked in rele-
vant fields much longer 
than the short time rural 
communities and rural 
health have been on my 
professional horizon. 
 Please send any feed-
back to 
ascheer65@siumed.edu.  
 
 
ENDNOTES 
 
1. https://www.cdc.gov/
socialdeterminants/ 
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Foreign-Local Encoun-
ters” Social Forces pub-
lished online first, Octo-
ber 27, 2017 https://
doi.org/10.1093/sf/
sox074. The study of 
foreign-local encounters 
is at the heart of much of 
social scientific re-
search, from the dynam-
ics of globalized travel 
and migration to the 
study of colonialism and 
places of foreign control. 
These interactions are 
often both shaped by 
structural inequalities 
and fleeting. How do 
organizations shape 
these interactions? This 
question of how organi-
zations interact with their 
environment is a central 
puzzle that motivates 
the field of organization-
al studies. Yet most re-
search assumes that 
organizations are, or 
intend to be, permanent. 
What about transient 
organizations, those that 
neither have nor intend 
to have a permanent 
presence? How do 
these types of organiza-
tions shape foreign-local 
interactions? Using qual-
itative interviews, docu-
ments, and ethnographic 
observations, She ar-
gues that Goffman’ s 
work on total institutions 
is useful for understand-
ing this question in cas-
es where transient or-
ganizations are self-
sustaining. Examining a 
US military ship and an 
evangelical missionary 
ship docked at the Subic 
Bay Freeport Zone, Phil-
ippines, she shows how 
a ship’ s total institution-
al form and logics 
shape— or affect— for-
eign-local encounters in 
three ways, by: (1) gen-

dering the geography of 
the host community, (2) 
perpetuating stereotypes, 
and (3) influencing local 
markets. By shifting 
scholarly focus from the 
dynamics of permanent 
organizations to the in-
tended and unintended 
consequences of transi-
ent total institutions, She 
reveals how transient 
actors can have profound 
effects on social life. Giv-
en the proliferation of 
ships around the world, 
my findings have broader 
implications beyond the 
two she studies. The sec-
ond article is “Three Mod-
els of Transparency in 
Ethnographic Research: 
Naming Places, Naming 
People, and Sharing Da-
ta” Ethnography (Special 
issue on innovations in 
ethnographic research), 
published online first, 
September-29-2017 
10.1177/1466138117733
754. Ethnographic re-
search consists of multi-
ple methodological ap-
proaches, including short 
and/or long-term partici-
pant observation, inter-
views, photographs, vide-
os, and group field work, 
to name a few. Yet, it is 
commonly practiced as a 
solitary endeavor and 
primary data is not often 
subject to scholarly scru-
tiny. In this paper, she 
suggests a model in 
which to understand the 
different ways in which 
ethnographies can be 
transparent – naming 
places, naming people, 
and sharing data – and 
the varied decisions eth-
nographers have made 
with regard to them: 
whether to name a re-
gion, city or specific 
neighborhood, name pri-

means. In this paper, she 
highlight real estate 
agents’ reliance on social 
networks as key to how 
this ‘new inequality’ hap-
pens. Specifically, she 
investigates the contextu-
al factors that enable 
White agents to maintain 
predominantly White net-
works and how disparate-
impact consequences for 
minority home buyers 
and sellers emerge when 
White agents deploy their 
networks in ordinary 
housing situations. Her 
examination relies on one 
year of ethnographic re-
search with 10 real estate 
agents and 49 in-depth 
interviews with real estate 
agents, home buyers, 
and home sellers in the 
Houston housing market. 
She begin her analysis by 
documenting agents’ ra-
cially stratified networks. 
She then unpacks how 
agent pay structure and 
status as market gate-
keepers supported the 
persistence of White 
agents’ White networks 
and constrained minority 
agents’ business opportu-
nities. Finally, she shows 
how White agents’ reli-
ance on White networks 
came together with other 
widely-shared practices 
to negatively affect minor-
ity home buyers and 
sellers, excluding them 
from for-sale homes and 
competitive customer 
service. She concludes 
by discussing the implica-
tions of my findings for 
mitigating housing market 
inequality. 
 
●Victoria Reyes, Uni-
versity of California, Riv-
erside, has two new arti-
cles forthcoming. In “Port 
of Call: How Ships Shape 

●Allen Glicksman and 
Lauren Ring, Philadel-
phia Corporation for Ag-
ing, put together a special 
issue of the Journal of 
Housing for the Elderly 
that was just published in 
electronic form. The en-
tire issue is devoted to 
articles that address a 
new approach to age 
friendly communities. 
They suggest, based on 
a framework proposed by 
Verena Menec that age 
friendly efforts should 
focus on three things – 
building connectivity 
among older persons; 
increasing access to for-
mal programs; and in-
creasing empowerment 
especially among those 
older adults who are low 
income and minority. The 
article is an analysis of 
data looking at older 
adults in Philadelphia 
stresses the importance 
of considering how neigh-
borhood environment as 
well as individual risk fac-
tors influences health 
outcomes for older per-
sons. http://www.tandf 
online.com/toc/wjhe20/
current?nav=tocList 
 
●Elizabeth Korver-
Glenn, University of 
New Mexico, has a forth-
coming article, “Brokering 
Ties and Inequality: How 
White Real Estate Agents 
Recreate Advantage and 
Exclusion in Urban Hous-
ing Markets,” in Social 
Currents. Krover-Glenn 
argues that the real es-
tate brokerage industry 
has long perpetuated 
overt discrimination 
against minority housing 
consumers, but we know 
little about how it may 
reproduce inequality 
through less overt 
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Call for Papers: 

Special Issue on Community and Crime 
Guest editor: Rachael A. Woldoff, West Virginia University 

  
 Urban and community sociologists have long studied the subject of crime and disorder, but 
the subject of crime is often viewed as a separate specialization area. In fact, urban sociologists’ 
insistence that “context matters” is especially relevant to the subject of crime right now. In the 
past few years, current events and social media coverage of them have drawn much attention to 
the fact that poor and nonwhite places are disproportionately affected by violence, crime, and 
disorder, as well as by aggressive, and sometimes, deadly policing practices. This special issue 
seeks to unite the urban, community, and crime scholars by calling for original papers that ei-
ther empirically examine or conceptually extend the crucial connections between community 
and crime. 
 
Some examples of topics that could explicitly link community context and crime include: 
-Police use of excessive force 
-Re-entry of inmates 
-Social capital and crime 
-How residents cope with crime 
-Cultural values or norms regarding crime and disorder 
-Residential mobility and crime 
-Neighborhood preferences and crime 
-Racial/ethnic aspects of community life and crime 
 
 All papers will be subject to normal blind review by at least two reviewers. Publication deci-
sions will be made by City and Community editor, Professor Lance Freeman in consultation 
with Professor Rachael A. Woldoff, the guest editor.  
 
Deadline for submission: January 9, 2018 
 
Papers submitted to City & Community. To submit the paper, go to the journal’s website 
(http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1540-6040) and follow the regular sub-
mission guidelines. Please note in the submission letter that the manuscript is submitted for the 
planned special issue. 
 
For further information, please contact the guest editor, Rachael A. Woldoff at 
Rachael.woldoff@mail.wvu.edu. 

mary participants or pub-
lic officials, and to share 
interview guides, tran-
scripts, or different kinds 
of field notes. In doing so, 
this paper highlights how 
decisions regarding 
transparency are part of 
an ethnographer’s meth-
odological toolkit, and 
should be made on a 
case-by-case basis de-
pending on the who, 
what, where, when and 
why of our research. 
 
●Joel Stillerman, Grand 
Valley State Universi-
ty ,has published 
“Housing Pathways, Elec-
tive Belonging, and Fami-
ly Ties in Middle Class 
Chileans’ Housing Choic-
es.” Poetics. 61 (April): 
67-78. The article argues 
that much research on 
culture and stratification 
focuses on cultural con-
sumption, but this article 
examines housing to un-
derstand social reproduc-
tion. Research on hous-
ing choice often uses ra-
tional actor models. In 
contrast, scholars com-
bining the “housing path-
ways” concept with Bour-
dieu’s framework demon-
strate that states shape 
housing markets, and 
families deploy different 
forms of capital to access 
housing. Additionally, 
scholars use the concept 
of “elective belonging” to 
understand middle class 
housing tastes. This anal-
ysis of 68 interviews with 
77 middle class adults in 
Santiago, Chile finds that 
middle class families’ dif-
ferential access to family 
wealth and subsidies 
sorts them into distinct 
market niches. High cul-
tural capital families alter-
natively choose neighbor-

hoods to display aesthet-
ic taste, accumulate so-
cial capital, or reproduce 
cultural capital through 
schools. Some patterns 
reflect elective belonging 
while others illustrate tra-
ditional inheritance strate-
gies. Extended family is 
an important source of 
housing wealth and a key 
influence on middle class 
Chileans’ housing deci-
sions. 
 
●Sharon Zukin, Philip 
Kasinitz, and Xiang-
ming Chen editors of  
Global Cities, Local 
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Streets, the transnational 
research on gentrifica-
tion, migration, and 
"everyday diversity" on 
local shopping streets in 
six global cities around 
the world and published 
by Routledge in paper-
back in 2016, is circulat-
ing through East Asia, 
with a new Korean trans-
lation published in Seoul 
by the Korean Research 
Institute for Human Set-
tlement joining the Chi-
nese translation pub-
lished in Shanghai by 
Tongji University Press. 
Commercial gentrification 

and social integration 
of recent immigrants 
and refugees continue to 
be significant issues in 
many, if not most, cities, 
as Zukin has discovered 
when speaking about the 
book at a conference in 
Paris ("Changement ur-
bain, commerce urbain") 
and a lecture at KTH ar-
chitecture school in 
Stockholm, and Xiang-
ming has confirmed when 
speaking at book launch-
es in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen.  Please check 
out the videos on the 
book's website, 
http://globalcitiesl 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/(ISSN)1540-6040
http://globalcitieslocalstreets.org/
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Citizen Outsider: Chil-
dren of North African 
Immigrants in France. 
2017. Berkeley, CA: 
University of California 
Press. 
 
Jean Beaman 
Purdue University 
 
 While portrayals of 
immigrants and their de-
scendants in France and 
throughout Europe often 
center on burning cars 
and radical Islam, Citizen 
Outsider: Children of 
North African Immigrants 
in France paints a differ-
ent picture. Through field-
work and interviews in 
Paris and its banlieues, 
Jean Beaman examines 
middle-class and upward-
ly mobile children of Ma-
ghrébin, or North African 
immigrants. By showing 
how these individuals are 
denied cultural citizenship 
because of their North 
African origin, she puts to 
rest the notion of a 
French exceptionalism 
regarding cultural differ-
ence, race, and ethnicity 
and further centers race 
and ethnicity as crucial 
for understanding margin-
alization in French socie-
ty. 
 
 
 

The Fight for Fair Hous-
ing: Causes, Conse-
quences, and Future 
Implications of the 1968 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act. 2018. New York 
and London: Routledge 
 
Gregory D. Squires, ed.  
George Washington Uni-
versity 
 
The Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 was passed 
at a time of turmoil, con-
flict, and often conflagra-
tion in cities across the 
nation. It took the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. to finally 
secure passage. While 
the Kerner Commission 
warned in 1968 that “to 
continue present policies 
is to make permanent the 
division of our country 
into two societies; one 
largely Negro and poor, 
located in the central cit-
ies; the other, predomi-
nantly white and affluent, 
located in the suburbs 
and outlying areas” the 
Fair Housing Act was 
passed with a dual man-
date, to end discrimina-
tion and to dismantle the 
segregated living patterns 
that characterized most 
cities. The Fight for Fair 
Housing tells us what 
happened, why, and what 
remains to be done. 

In subsequent decades 
the causes and conse-
quences of housing dis-
crimination and segrega-
tion have been glaringly 
revealed. At the same 
time, significant progress 
has been made. The 
Fight for Fair Housing 
brings together the na-
tion’s leading fair housing 
activists and scholars 
(many of whom are in 
both camps) to tell the 
stories that led to the 
passage of the Fair 
Housing Act, its conse-
quences, and the implica-
tions of the Act going for-
ward. Everyone con-
cerned with the future of 
our cities, race and ethnic 
relations in all communi-
ties, surging economic 
inequality and the many 
other schisms that are 
dividing us, will better 
understand why, and 
what can be done if we 
so choose. 
https://www.routledge. 
com/The-Fight-for-Fair-
Housing-Causes-
Consequences-and-
Future-Implications/
Squires/p/
book/9781138682542 

House Full: Indian Cine-
ma and the Active Audi-
ence. 2016. Chicago: 
University of Chicago 
Press. 

Lakshmi Srinivas 
University of  
Massachusetts, Boston 
 
 India is the largest 
producer and consumer 
of feature films in the 
world, far outstripping 
Hollywood in the number 
of movies released and 
tickets sold every year. 
Cinema quite simply 
dominates Indian popular 
culture, and has for many 
decades exerted an influ-
ence that extends from 
clothing trends to music 
tastes to everyday con-
versations, which are 
peppered with dialogue 
quotes. 
 With House Full, Lak-
shmi Srinivas takes read-
ers deep into the movie-
going experience in India, 
showing us what it’s actu-
ally like to line up for a 
hot ticket and see a mov-
ie in a jam-packed thea-
ter with more than a thou-
sand seats. Building her 
account on countless 
trips to the cinema and 
hundreds of hours of con-
versation with film audi-
ences, fans, and industry 
insiders, Srinivas brings 
the moviegoing experi-
ence to life, revealing a 
kind of audience that, far 
from passively consum-
ing the images on the 
screen, is actively en-
gaged with them. People 
talk, shout, whistle, 
cheer; others sing along, 
mimic, or dance; at times 
audiences even bring 
some of the ritual practic-
es of Hindu worship into 
the cinema, propitiating 
the stars onscreen with 
incense and camphor. 
The picture Srinivas 
paints of Indian filmgoing 
is immersive, fascinating, 
and deeply empathetic, 
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giving us an unprece-
dented understanding of 
the audience’s lived ex-
perience—an aspect of 
Indian film studies that 
has been largely over-
looked. 

Immigration and Cate-
gorical Inequality: Mi-
gration to the City and 
the Birth of Race and 
Ethnicity. 2018. New 
York: Routledge. 
 
Ernesto Castañeda, ed. 
American University 
 
 Immigration and Cate-
gorical Inequality explains 
the general processes of 
migration, the categoriza-
tion of newcomers in ur-
ban areas as racial or 
ethnic others, and the 
mechanisms that perpet-
uate inequality among 
groups. Inspired by the 
pioneering work of 
Charles Tilly on chain 
migration, transnational 
communities, trust net-
works, and categorical 
inequality, renowned mi-
gration scholars apply 
Tilly’s theoretical con-
cepts using empirical da-
ta gathered in different 
historical periods and 
geographical areas rang-
ing from New York to To-
kyo and from Barcelona 
to Nepal. The contribu-

tors of this volume 
demonstrate the ways in 
which social boundary 
mechanisms produce 
relational processes of 
durable categorical ine-
quality. This understand-
ing is an important step to 
stop treating differences 
between certain groups 
as natural and unchange-
able. This volume will be 
valuable for scholars, 
students, and the public 
in general interested in 
understanding the period-
ic rise of nativism in the 
United States and else-
where. 

Parish and Place: Mak-
ing Room for Diversity 
in the American Catho-
lic Church. 2017. New 
York: Oxford Universi-
ty Press. 
 
Tricia C. Bruce, Maryville 
College 
  
 The Catholic Church 
stands at the forefront of 
an emergent majority-
minority America. Parish 
and Place tells the story 
of how America's largest 
religion is responding at 
the local level to unprece-
dented cultural, racial, 
linguistic, ideological, and 
political diversification. 
Specifically, it explores 
bishops' use of personal 

parishes - parishes for-
mally established not on 
the basis of territory, but 
purpose. Today's person-
al parishes serve an ar-
ray of Catholics drawn 
together by shared identi-
ties and preferences, ra-
ther than shared neigh-
borhoods. They allow 
Catholic leaders to act 
upon the perceived need 
for named, specialist or-
ganizations alongside the 
more common territorial 
parish that serves all in 
its midst. 
 Parish and Place  
documents the American 
Catholic Church's move-
ment away from 
"national" parishes and 
towards personal parish-
es as a renewed organi-
zational form. Tricia 
Bruce uses in-depth inter-
views and national survey 
data to examine the rise 
and rationale behind new 
parishes for the Tradition-
al Latin Mass, for Viet-
namese Catholics, for 
tourists, and more. Fea-
turing insights from bish-
ops, priests, and dioce-
san leaders throughout 
the United States, this 
book offers a rare view of 
institutional decision mak-
ing from the top. Parish 
and Place demonstrates 
structural responses to 
diversity, exploring just 
how far fragmentation 
can go before it challeng-
es unity. 
 

Someone To Talk To. 
2017. New York: Oxford 
University Press.  
 
Mario L. Small 
Harvard University 
 
 Someone To Talk To 
examines how people 
use their networks to 
cope with loss, victimiza-
tion, failure, and other 
debilitating stressors. An 
important part of this pro-
cess is deciding whom to 
turn to for support, and 
both network analysis 
and common sense 
would suggest that peo-
ple will turn to their strong 
ties, their close friends 
and family. Someone To 
Talk To probes this idea 
based on repeated in-
depth interviews with 
graduate students coping 
with stress, self-doubt, 
failure, health problems, 
and poverty. Shifting at-
tention from what people 
say about themselves to 
what they have actually 
done, Small finds that 
people are far more likely 
to confide in weak ties 
than typically believed. 
And they are more reti-
cent about turning to 
strong ones than network 
theory has suggested. 
Testing his propositions  
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on nationally representa-
tive surveys of adult 
Americans of all ages 
and demographic back-
grounds, and on case 
studies of people as var-
ied as doctors in hospi-
tals, teachers in schools, 
and soldiers at war, Small 
finds substantial evidence 
contrary to the common 
sense about how people 
confide in others. Intima-
cy, trust, and social isola-
tion are complex phe-
nomena that operate in 
often counter-intuitive 
ways. While today it is 
possible to study people’s 
networks using enormous 
datasets and extraordi-
nary computational tools, 
some questions require, 
instead, studying people 
as individuals and delving 
deep into their personal 
motivations. A substan-
tive, theoretical, and 
methodological interven-
tion, Someone To Talk 
To is an inquiry into hu-
man nature, a critique of 
network analysis, and a 
discourse on the role of 
qualitative research in the 
big-data era. https://  
global.oup.com/
academic/product/
someone-to-talk-to-
9780190661427 

Surviving Poverty: Cre-
ating Sustainable Ties 
Among the Poor. 2017. 
New York: NYU Press. 
 
Joan Maya Mazelis 
Rutgers University-
Camden 
 
 Surviving Poverty 
carefully examines the 
experiences of people 
living below the poverty 
level, looking in particular 
at the tension between 
social isolation and social 
ties among the poor. 
Joan Maya Mazelis 
draws on in-depth inter-
views with poor people in 
Philadelphia to explore 
how they survive, and the 
benefits they gain by be-
ing connected to one an-
other. Half of the study 
participants are members 
of the Kensington Wel-
fare Rights Union, a dis-
tinctive organization that 
brings poor people to-
gether in the struggle to 
survive. The mutually 
supportive relationships 
members create, which 
last for years, even dec-
ades, contrast dramati-
cally with the experiences 
of participants without 
such affiliation. 
In interviews, participants 
discuss their struggles 
and hardships, and their 
responses highlight the 

importance of cultivating 
relationships among peo-
ple living in poverty. Sur-
viving Poverty documents 
the ways in which social 
ties become beneficial 
and sustainable, allowing 
members to share their 
skills and resources and 
providing those living in 
similar situations a space 
to unite and speak collec-
tively to the growing and 
deepening poverty in the 
United States. The study 
concludes that produc-
tive, sustainable ties be-
tween poor people have 
an enduring and valuable 
impact. Grounding her 
study in current debates 
about the importance of 
alleviating poverty, Maze-
lis proposes new modes 
of improving the lives of 
the poor. Surviving Pov-
erty is invested in both 
structural and social 
change and demon-
strates the power support 
services can have to fos-
ter relationships and build 
sustainable social ties for 
those living in pov-
erty. https://nyupress.org/
books/9781479870080/ 

The Urban Church Im-
agined: Religion, Race, 
and Authenticity in the 
City. 2017. New York: 
New York University 
Press.  
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Learning obsolescence: 
Urban school discipline 
in the making and man-
agement of illiberal 
subjects 
 
-Anne Scheer 
Freie Universität Berlin, 
Germany/Southern Illi-
nois University School of 
Medicine, Office of Popu-
lation Science and Policy 
(OPSP) 
 
Advisors: 
-Harald Wenzel, Markus 
Kienscherf, Lauren Silver: 
 
 This dissertation ex-
plores the extra-
pedagogical function of 
school discipline as an 
instrument for the man-

agement of the urban 
poor. Drawing on a quali-
tative analysis of discipli-
nary policies at a large 
urban school district in 
the Midwest and how 
these are put into prac-
tice at one elementary 
school, she argues that 
the district has abdicated 
its responsibility for the 
moral and social educa-
tion of its students. In 
theory and practice, disci-
pline has been stripped of 
its educative purposes 
and instead serves as a 
means to sort and pre-
pare this inner-city stu-
dent population for fu-
tures in which they have 
been constructed as civi-
cally and economically 

Jessica M. Barron 
Frontline Solutions, Inc. 
 
Rhys H. Williams 
Loyola University,  
Chicago 
 
 The Urban Church 
Imagined explores the 
role of race and consum-
er culture in attracting 
urban congregants to an 
evangelical church and 
illuminates the dynamics 
surrounding white urban 
evangelical congrega-
tions’ approaches to or-
ganizational vitality and 
diversifying membership. 
Many evangelical church-
es are moving to urban, 
downtown areas to build 
their congregations and 
attract younger, millennial 
members. The urban en-
vironment fosters two 
expectations.  First, a 
deep familiarity and rev-
erence for popular con-
sumer culture, and sec-
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ond, the presence of ra-
cial diversity. Church 
leaders use these ideas 
when they imagine what 
a “city church” should 
look like, but they must 
balance that with what it 
actually takes to make 
this happen.  In part, ra-
cial diversity is seen as 
key to urban churches 
presenting themselves as 
“in touch” and “authentic.” 
Yet, in an effort to seduce 
religious consumers, 
church leaders often and 
inadvertently end up re-
producing racial and eco-
nomic inequality, an un-
expected contradiction to 
their goal of inclusivity.  
 Barron and Williams 
explore the cultural con-
tours of one such church 
in downtown Chica-
go.  They show that 
church leaders and con-
gregants’ understandings 
of the connections be-
tween race, consumer 

culture, and the city is a 
motivating factor for 
many members who val-
ue interracial interactions 
as a part of their worship 
experience. But these 
explorations often unin-
tentionally exclude mem-
bers along racial and 
classed lines.  Indeed, 
religious organizations’ 
efforts to engage urban 
environments and foster 
integrated congregations 
produce complex and 
dynamic relationships 
between their racially di-
verse memberships and 
the cultivation of a safe 
haven in which white, 
middle-class leaders can 
feel as though they are 
being a positive force in 
the fight for religious vital-
ity and racial diversity.   
  The book adds to the 
growing constellation of 
studies on urban religious 
organizations, as well as 
emerging scholarship on 

intersectionality and con-
gregational characteris-
tics in American religious 
life. In so doing, it offers 
important insights into 
racially diverse congrega-
tions in urban areas, a 
growing trend among 
evangelical churches. 
This work is an important 
case study on the chal-
lenges faced by modern 
churches and urban insti-
tutions in general. https://
nyupress.org/
books/9781479887101/ 

obsolete. Against the 
background of its own 
history of failure and the 
decline of the ideal of 
educability and the 
broader socioeconomic 
realities of social insecuri-
ty and mass incarcera-
tion, the district con-
structs its high-poverty, 
high-minority student 
population as always al-
ready hopeless. The pu-
nitive ideology of the sec-
ond Bush Administra-
tion's No Child Left Be-
hind legislation gives rise 
to an amalgamation of 
morality and performance 
in which the district seeks 
to meet the law's de-
mands by "cracking 
down" on the state of in-

discipline that allegedly 
dominates its schools. 
Although it is designed to 
control, the resulting dis-
ciplinary overregulation is 
doomed to fail because it 
simply cannot be put into 
practice. This structural 
failure of the official nor-
mative order formalized 
in the disciplinary system 
empowers a set of alter-
native behavioral norms 
characterized by an in-
version of the moral and 
social dimensions of 
schooling. Ultimately, by 
facilitating this alternative 
normative order, the 
school constructs stu-
dents as illiberal subjects 
who "must" be governed 
in authoritarian ways. 
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tunity to serve as chair. 
Please don’t hesitate to 
contact me this coming 
year if you would like to 
get more involved in 
CUSS, or have any 
thoughts on future direc-
tions for our section and 
field.  
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portune time to reflect 
critically on ongoing 
forms of urban marginali-
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