
lectually speaking, it 
seems that since our in-
ception, when the “and” 
was included in our 
name, there has been an 
appreciation that the ap-
proaches to our field are 

multiple. This is of course 
not to say that there 
aren’t perceptions or ac-
tual cases of dominance 
by particular areas or 
schools, whether method 

Chair, p. 2 

     Recent award recipi-
ents have started with 
biographical accounts of 
their intellectual roots and 
career paths to studying 
communities and urban 
sociology.  I found these 
fascinating and will follow 
suit for a bit, but I am re-
luctant to go into much 
depth because I have 
written such an account 
elsewhere ("Communities 
and Crime Revisited: In-
tellectual Trajectory of a 
Chicago-School Educa-
tion."  The Origins of 
American Criminology: 
Advances in Criminologi-
cal Theory, Volume 16, 
2011).  The one thing that 
might be worth noting 
about my early years, 
however, is that com-
pared to the other ac-
counts I have read, my 
intellectual path to urban 
scholarship lacks a co-
herent narrative.  It is true 

that cities intrigued me 
growing up, especially 
because the one I called 
home—Utica, NY—
changed dramatically be-
fore my eyes, losing pop-
ulation and manufacturing 
as did many larger indus-
trial cities.  Today, aban-
doned buildings and emp-
ty spaces mark large 
swaths of my old neigh-
borhood haunts. But to be 
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 A major goal of taking 
on the CUSS Chair posi-
tion has been to repre-
sent the section’s diversi-
ty -- intellectually, demo-
graphically, and in terms 
of stage of career.  Intel-

Robert J. Sampson 
Harvard University    
 
     Community and urban 
sociologists have long 
addressed questions of 
fundamental concern to 
the discipline.  This cen-
trality continues.  Wheth-
er racial segregation, the 
suburbanization of pov-
erty, durable neighbor-
hood inequality, gentrifi-
cation, the great crime 
decline, or the globaliza-
tion of cities, the research 
of CUSS members 
probes questions relevant 
to the discipline at large 
and the general public.  I 
am thus grateful to be 
honored with the Lynd 
Award for lifetime 
achievement and be part 
of a community of schol-
ars committed to the rig-
orous study of communi-
ties, both past and pre-
sent.   

2 0 1 7  L yn d  Aw ar d :  

N e i gh bo r h o od  an d  th e  C i ty  
 

Robert Sampson received the 2017 

Lynd Award 



ological, theoretical, geo-
graphic, or topic-specific.  
As we know from Bour-
dieu, fields are shaped by 
and shaping of struggles 
for ‘capital’ in all its 
forms—social, cultural, 
and economic.  Nor is it 
the case that there aren’t 
important critiques of dif-
ferent approaches, their 
contradictions and/or limi-
tations.  But it is also true 
—as I have been pleased 
to discover leading the 
section this year—that 
CUSS has the capacity 
and desire to be more 
proactively inclusive and 
anti-hierarchical in terms 
of the range of scholar-
ship we recognize 
through our nominations, 
awards, programming, 
media, and governance.  
The same is true for 
recognition and support 
of demographic, institu-
tional, and career stage 
diversity.  It may be stat-
ing the obvious, but seek-
ing to support a fuller 
range of CUSS scholars 
—across gender, race, 
sexuality, age, institution, 
big city and small town, 
US/non-U.S origin, etc —
can only help advance a 
fuller range of CUSS 
scholarship, and with this, 
our reach and relevance 
within and beyond our 
field. 
 It has been my privi-
lege to serve with some 
fabulous colleagues this 
year who share this 
goal—and have helped 
us come up with novel 
ways to achieve it. In 
what follows I wanted to 
announce a few things 
that are in the works. 
Many of these have 

mentor and be mentored 
and only 25% are senior 
scholars who can mentor 
from that vantage point. 
So, I just wanted to make 
a special plea here to 
senior scholars: please 
sign up! Its very fun and 
rewarding to mentor.  
 In the longer-term, 
with the encouragement 
of the Membership Com-
mittee to further institu-
tionalize the previous 
work being done, and the 
approval of CUSS Coun-
cil, we will be proposing 
to create a new Mentor-
ship Committee.  The 
new committee’s role will 
be, primarily, to organize 
the above activities dur-
ing the ASA’s annual 
meeting—and so provide 
continuity and recognition 
for what has been hap-
pening on an ad-hoc ba-
sis this year and last.  In 
addition, the new commit-
tee would work to identify 
opportunities for mentor-
ship throughout the year, 
with ideas including a 
preconference, webinars, 
or workshops that sup-
port junior scholars.  The 
addition of this committee 
would require a change 
to our bylaws, the vote for 
which will be on our ballot 
in the coming year. 
 
Opening up Awards: 
Given the crucial role of 
awards in recognizing 
and supporting the diver-
sity of achievement in our 
field, I and the CUSS 
Council support the Mem-
bership Committee’s pro-
posal to add new awards 
to the section. We chose 
to start with a “Publicly 
Engaged Research 

grown out of the work of 
our newly formed Mem-
bership Committee, 
chaired by Victoria Reyes 
and including Albert Fu 
and Emily Molina, who 
solicited feedback from 
both section and Council 
members on ways to re-
cruit and retain members, 
as part of their broader 
goal of "moving CUSS 
towards better reflecting 
the diversity of CUSS 
scholarship and member-
ship."   
 
Mentorship:  One of our 
key strategies towards 
building a more inclusive 
and actively supportive 
section has been through 
mentorship of scholars 
from the earliest stages 
of their career, across a 
range of intellectual ap-
proaches. and with an 
array of questions regard-
ing success in the field—
from the best publishing 
outlets, to navigating the 
tenure process, to juggl-
ing demands of assistant 
professorships with par-
enting. Thus, based on 
the great turnout in Mon-
treal at our trial run of 
mentorship sessions, an 
ad-hoc Mentorship Com-
mittee —Chase Billing-
ham, Prentiss Dantzler, 
Albert Fu, and Jonathan 
Wynn, Chair— is continu-
ing the tradition in Phila-
delphia.   
 As of the April 15 
deadline there were 72 
volunteers for our men-
toring program (about 30 
fewer than last year). Of 
these over 50% are grad-
uate students and post-
docs, about 25% are jun-
ior scholars seeking to 
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Award” to recognize 
“significant contributions 
of community and urban 
sociologists who use 
their research to mean-
ingfully engage and influ-
ence public debates, 
public policy, and/or lo-
cal communities.”  A by-
law change that would 
allow this award to be 
added to our other four 
—the Lynd Award for 
Lifetime Achievement, 
Park Book Award, Jane 
Adams Article Award, 
and Graduate Student 
Paper Award–will also 
be on the ballot in the 
Fall.  Next year, the 
leadership may decide 
whether or not to add a 
sixth award, for Excel-
lence in Teaching in 
Community and Urban 
Sociology—a great idea 
also proposed by the 
Membership Committee.   
 Relatedly, the Mem-
bership Committee also 
examined the historic 
representation among 
CUSS awardees along 
lines of gender and with 
regard to scholarship on 
U.S. versus non-U.S.-
based communities. The 
research had a few key 
findings. Briefly, there 
have been historic dis-
parities in terms of gen-
der, with men far out-
weighing women across 
all four awards, as well 
as in terms of US vs non
-US based research, 
with the former far out-
weighing the latter. 
There is variation by 
award, with the Lifetime 
Achievement, Book and 
Article awards having 
the greatest disparities. 
Looked at by decade, 



CUSS Newslette r  

 Over the past few 
years, I have encouraged 
CUSS members to sub-
mit alternative ideas for 
articles. Thanks to Jerry 
Krase for taking me up on 
this offer. Please take a 
look at Jerry’s photo es-
say on Little Italy and 
Chinatown. I hope it will 
prompt more of you to 
send in other proposals 
like this. 
  In the Chair’s Message, 
Miriam Greenberg out-
lines some new plans for 
section awards and activ-

 The Spring 2018 edi-
tion includes 2017 Lynd 
Award for Lifetime 
Achievement Award re-
cipient Rob Sampson’s 
feature article. Typically, 
the Lynd Award recipient 
feature appears in the 
Fall edition. However, 
due to a publishing con-
flict, Rob needed to post-
pone his essay until the 
spring version. I appreci-
ate Anne Scheer being 
willing to move up her 
feature from the Spring to 
Fall edition. 

ities. Also, she describes 
plans for the upcoming 
2018 ASA Convention 
CUSS activities in Phila-
delphia.  
 This edition includes 
regular features such as 
New Books as well as a 
New Dissertation. Due to 
the increased number of 
members submitting re-
cent published journal 
articles, I’ve moved them 
into a new section where 
you will see them togeth-
er.  
 For each edition I am 
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greater gender balance 
was achieved in the 
2010s in the case of 
the Book and Student 
Paper award, though not 
the Article or Lynd 
award, while greater bal-
ance occurred for non-
US research only in the 
case of the Book 
Award.   I made this re-
search available to 
award committees this 
year, and we will be 
making it available to the 
membership as a whole.  
I am advising that we 
continue to be aware of, 
analyze the roots of, and 
brainstorm ways to ad-
dress these and any oth-
er types of disparities in 
our awards, so as to en-
sure that the section rec-
ognizes high-quality 
scholarship across a 
broad range of CUSS-
focused research.  
 
 

Publications and Me-
dia: A vital way in 
which the diversity of our 
membership and schol-
arship can be represent-
ed in the life of the sec-
tions is through our use 
of media.  This is in-
creasingly true, as online 
and social media trans-
form our ability to com-
municate our work and 
ideas across a number 
of platforms and publics.  
Thus, together with 
Council, Membership 
Committee, and Publica-
tions Committee, we 
have been brainstorming 
ways to develop a CUSS 
social media presence, 
and in the process, coor-
dinate and expand the 
reach of our various on-
going media efforts, in-
cluding our newsletter, 
journal, and website.  As 
a first step, we will be 
launching a new Publica-
tions and Media Sub-

committee this Spring, 
to get the conversation 
started. This will include 
one member each from 
the Publications and 
Membership Committees, 
our intrepid webmaster 
Ray Hutchison, dedicated 
newsletter editor Bill Holt, 
and incoming editor of 
City & Community Deir-
dre Oakley (who will be 
revamping the journal’s 
own website and social 
media presence this 
year), and me.  We will 
keep you posted on 
this—and all of these initi-
atives— at our business 
meeting this Summer.   
 Together with Council, 
we also spent two 
months putting together 
an excellent slate for the 
upcoming Section elec-
tions.  Please take the 
time to review the ballot 
and submit your votes!    
 I am especially excit-
ed about the range of 

quality of sessions and 
roundtables that have 
been put together for the 
ASA in Philly, and that 
can now can be found in 
the ASA program.  We 
will publish details on the 
panels in our Summer 
Newsletter leading up to 
the conference.  If you’re 
booking your travel, be 
sure to be there for both 
of our days, August 13 
and 14, and to join us for 
a fantastic reception on 
the night of August 13. 
 It has been a pleasure 
thinking critically and cre-
atively with CUSS col-
leagues this year on how 
to move forward in ways 
that reflect our intellectu-
al, demographic, and ca-
reer-stage diversity.  And 
it has been heartening to 
see the range of tools— 
mentoring, awards, pro-
graming, media, and gov-
ernance—with which we 
can make this move.   

always looking for sug-
gestions from  CUSS 
members for new ideas 
and materials.  If you are 
looking for publishing op-
portunities, the newsletter 
provides many. Ever 
since we went digital in 
2011, the newsletter is no 
longer bound by the con-
straints of traditional pa-
per publishing. Also, we 
have the capacity to in-
clude other formats. Feel 
free to contact me with 
proposals. 



PHOTO ESSAY  

Jerry Krase 
Brooklyn College CUNY 
 
 A walk in Manhattan 
through America’s most 
famous Little Italy into its 
simultaneously waxing 
and waning Chinatown 
makes visually clear the 
difference between more 
and less “authentic” eth-
nic enclaves and what I 
have called “ethnic theme 
parks.” Unseen in Little 
Italy are ethnically 
“appropriate” residents 
and shops for their every-
day needs. In compari-
son, Chinatown, which 
has plenty of touristic of-
ferings, is filled with both. 
Like all real and imagined 
ethnic neighborhoods, 
Little Italy and Chinatown 
are products and sources 

of both social and cultural 
capital. Although the ordi-
nary people who might 
live in them, are ultimate-
ly at the mercy of distant 
forces, in their naïveté 
they continue to create 
and modify the local 
spaces allocated to them. 
In spite of and because of 
their efforts they become 
part of the urban land-
scape. Ordinary people 
and the spaces they in-
habit become symbols. 
Ironically, as they come 
to represent themselves 
they lose their autonomy. 
In the end, their one-time 
enclave merely symboliz-
es its imagined inhabit-
ants and stands for them 
independent of their resi-
dence in it.  
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Top Photo: “Mixed Signals” at the Mulberry Street En-
trance to Little Italy 
Lower Photo: In most Little Italies, one can buy “Kiss Me 
I’m Italian Buttons,” ethnically offensive bumper stickers, 
miniature Italian flags and almost anything else in red, 
white, and green. All photos by Jerry Krase 

Seeing Little Italy and Chinatown: 

Visual Spatial Semiotics 

For further reading:  
 
●Jerome Krase, 2012, Seeing Cities Change: Local Cul-
ture and Class, London: Routledge. 
 
●Timothy Shortell and Jerome Krase, 2011, “Seeing 
Difference: Spatial Semiotics of Ethnic and Class Identi-
ty in Global Cities,” Visual Communication, 10 (3): 367-
400.  
 
●Jerome Krase, 2011, “An Argument for Seeing in Ur-
ban Social Science,” Urbanities 2, 1, 2012: 18-29. http://
www.anthro journal-urbanities.com/wp-content 

http://www.anthrojournal-urbanities.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/3-Krase.pdf
http://www.anthrojournal-urbanities.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/3-Krase.pdf
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Top Left: This one commodified its Mafia “crime boss 
hit” history. In 1971 Joey Gallo was shot and killed at 
Umberto’s while enjoying an early morning snack with 
family and friends. Top Right: This one simulates the 
“old days” that never were. As one walks only one 
street from Little Italy toward Chinatown, you encounter 
people shopping for everyday needs and services. Bot-
tom Left: Busy local shops on Grand Street provide a 
stark contrast to the offerings on Mulberry Street. Bot-
tom Right: Fresh fruits and vegetables are common 
offerings in most of New York City’s real, as opposed to 
virtual, ethnic enclaves. All photos by Jerry Krase. 
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 honest, I had no plan to 
understand this transfor-
mation.  My undergradu-
ate career was chaotic 
and spread across three  
institutions, and I did not 
apply to graduate school 
with the intent to study 
cities or even sociology.   
 I came at communities 
indirectly through the 
study of crime in gradu-
ate school, a decision 
that was haphazard at 
best.  I considered only 
two places at the last mi-
nute, in completely differ-
ent areas, and without 
due diligence. I was mis-
erable trying to make do 
with a series of stultifying 
“real” jobs that paid poor-
ly. So I gambled that 
even though graduate 
school would make me 
yet poorer, at least it 
would not be boring.  
Luckily, I was right and 
stumbled into what life-
course scholars would 
call a turning point in the 
form of an electric and 
transformative graduate 
school experience at Al-
bany, including a vibrant 
intellectual life and a dis-
sertation committee that 
included the late Travis 
Hirschi and Peter Blau.  
Both were eminent schol-
ars who imparted a last-
ing influence in their re-
spective fields and in my 
mind—especially an ap-
preciation for social con-
trol theory from Hirschi 
and structuralism from 
Blau.  Graduate school 
also exposed me to the 
great tradition in criminol-
ogy of studying communi-
ties, social (dis)
organization, and crime, 
along with the classical 

Chicago School of urban 
sociology.  I combined 
these various elements 
into what we now label 
neighborhood-effects 
scholarship, writing a dis-
sertation on the neighbor-
hood structural determi-
nants of criminality and 
the contextual nature of 
victim-offender interac-
tion. 
 I published both city 
and neighborhood-level 
research in the 1980s 
and early 1990s, along 
with a series of articles 
and a book on crime in 
the life course, but my 
interest in communities 
accelerated after I joined 
the sociology faculty at 
the University of Chicago 
in 1991.  The place was a 
hotbed of urban scholar-
ship and research on so-
cial organization, includ-
ing Doug Massey, Wil-
liam Julius Wilson, James 
Coleman, Gerry Suttles, 
and Terry Clark (all past 
CUSS award winners), as 
well as Andrew Abbott, 
Marta Tienda, and Ed 
Laumann.  It was an ex-
citing time and I was for-
tunate to mentor a num-
ber of students there who 
worked on neighborhood 
projects and went on to 
do great research in the 
urban area, including 
Chris Browning, Dave 
Kirk, and Jeff Morenoff to 
name a few. 
 A few years after I 
arrived at Chicago, an-
other turning point 
emerged in the form of 
the Project on Human 
Development in Chicago 
Neighborhoods 
(PHDCN), which I helped 
design while on the facul-

ty.  The PHDCN eventu-
ally became a multi-level 
study of over 6,000 chil-
dren (across seven age 
cohorts) and 300 neigh-
borhoods.  Carrying out 
such a complex project 
was an ordeal and not 
one I would recommend 
for the faint of heart. It 
was nonetheless an ex-
perience that I would not 
trade for anything.  The 
main reason is that after 
over a decade of toiling 
with neighborhood re-
search and the social 
organization of crime in 
cities, I was fortunate to 
help design original data 
collection and directly 
measure in new ways 
many of the theoretical 
concepts I considered 
crucial but that had been 
neglected or simply in-
ferred in prior work.  We 
constructed a community 
survey, systematic social 
observation of city 
streets, and a key inform-
ant network survey that 
was carried out in 1995 
and then again around 
2002.  This contextually 
based design was care-
fully integrated with the 
longitudinal cohort study.  
The bulk of PHDCN data 
is publically archived and 
has been used by hun-
dreds of scholars around 
the world.  The extensive 
library of publications and 
insights that continue to 
be mined from the data 
has been especially re-
warding. 
 For my own part, the 
consistency of neighbor-
hood differentiation from 
ancient cities to contem-
porary Chicago was a 
powerful signal, suggest-

ing the general and en-
during process of neigh-
borhood effects, and 
hence its theoretical cen-
trality for the study of ur-
ban stratification and mul-
tiple aspects of well-
being. I continued to pur-
sue this general idea af-
ter moving to Harvard in 
2003, where I nurtured 
my research in new direc-
tions while honing my 
arguments that culminat-
ed in Great American 
City: Chicago and the 
Enduring Neighborhood 
Effect (2012).  I was ex-
posed to another great 
group of graduate stu-
dents, including Pat 
Sharkey, Ann Owens, 
Corina Graif, and others 
who worked on various 
neighborhood effects pa-
pers and aspects of the 
Chicago project.  My 
main goal in the book 
was to explore the deep 
structure of neighborhood 
stratification that persist-
ed in Chicago across 
time and multiple units of 
social ecology.  I exam-
ined neighborhood-level 
associations, contextual 
effects on individuals, 
and inter-neighborhood 
migration and information 
flows.  My argument was 
that concentrated ine-
quality cuts across multi-
ple scales of influence 
and time, and from the 
individual level of analy-
sis to the structural or-
ganization of the city.  
Equally important, I 
strove to provide a theo-
retical account of the 
structural and cultural 
dimensions of neighbor-
hood effects while also 
attending to the percep-
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tions and choices of indi-
viduals. Some of the con-
cepts I examined include 
collective efficacy, eco-
metrics, the looking-glass 
neighborhood, and neigh-
borhood networks that 
generate the higher-order 
social structure of the 
city.  I am grateful for the 
research of other schol-
ars in analyzing, critiqu-
ing, and extending these 
ideas. 
 Since the publication 
of Great American City, I 
have started new projects 
in multiple cities but I 
have continued my inter-
est in neighborhood ef-
fects and the higher-order 
structure of the city. In a 
study with Harvard Ph.D. 
student Jackie Hwang 
(now at Stanford) pub-
lished in the 2014 ASR, 
we developed a concep-
tual framework on racial 
inequality and gentrifica-
tion, introducing a meth-
od of systematic social 
observation using Google 
Street View to detect visi-
ble cues of neighborhood 
change. We argued that 
a durable racial hierarchy 
governs residential selec-
tion and, in turn, gentrify-
ing neighborhoods. Inte-
grating a number of dif-
ferent data sources with 
the Google measures, we 
showed that the recent 
pace of gentrification in 
Chicago was negatively 
associated with the con-
centration of blacks and 
Hispanics in neighbor-
hoods that either showed 
signs of gentrification or 
were adjacent and still 
disinvested in earlier 
years. Racial composition 
had a threshold effect, 

however, only attenuating 
gentrification when the 
share of blacks in a 
neighborhood was great-
er than 40 percent. Con-
sistent with the theory of 
neighborhood stigma laid 
out in Great American 
City, we also found that 
collective perceptions of 
disorder, which are high-
er in poor minority neigh-
borhoods, deter gentrifi-
cation, while observed 
disorder does not. These 
results help explain the 
reproduction of neighbor-
hood racial inequality 
amid urban transfor-
mation. 
 Moving beyond Chica-
go, in 2012 I became the 
founding director of the 
Boston Area Research 
Initiative (BARI) in an at-
tempt to spur research in 
greater Boston.  I was 
surprised when I arrived 
at Harvard by how much 
scholars there had ne-
glected their own back-
yard, which it turns out is 
full of rich data and theo-
retical opportunities.  
Among other efforts of 
BARI, we applied eco-
metric methodology de-
veloped in Chicago to 
new sources of data 
emerging not only in Bos-
ton but also in cities 
around the world.  In a 
2015 paper in Sociologi-
cal Methodology with Dan 
O’Brien and Chris Win-
ship, for example, we laid 
out our framework for 
integrating so-called “big 
data” with ecometrics.  
Extending this method, 
Dan and I showed in an-
other paper that future 
disorder and crime 
emerge not from public 

cues of “broken windows” 
but from private disorder 
within the community.  
Our larger message was 
that large-scale data from 
administrative records, 
when properly measured 
and interpreted, repre-
sent a growing resource 
for studying neighbor-
hood change.   
 In another project with 
Mario Small and post 
docs at Harvard, I have 
been examining the argu-
ment developed in the 
last part of Great Ameri-
can City on neighborhood 
networks and the inter-
locking structures of the 
contemporary metropolis.  
In a current working pa-
per, for example, we de-
velop a test of neighbor-
hood isolation that im-
proves on static 
measures derived from 
commonly used census 
reports by leveraging fine
-grained dynamic data on 
the everyday movement 
of residents in America’s 
50 largest cities.  We de-
velop techniques to 
measure mobility using 
over 650 million geocod-
ed Twitter messages re-
trieved from almost 
400,000 users over eight-
een months. Although we 
find surprisingly high con-
sistency across neighbor-
hoods of different race 
and income composition 
in the average travel dis-
tance and number of 
neighborhoods visited in 
the metropolitan region, 
we uncover notable dif-
ferences in the composi-
tion of the neighborhoods 
visited.  Residents of pri-
marily black and Hispanic 
neighborhoods—whether 

poor or not—are far less 
exposed to either 
nonpoor or white middle-
class neighborhoods than 
residents of primarily 
white neighborhoods.  
These large racial differ-
ences are notable given 
recent declines in segre-
gation and the increasing 
diversity of American cit-
ies, and raise the im-
portant prospects that 
isolation and segregation 
travel well beyond peo-
ple’s neighborhoods of 
residence. 
 None of this is to im-
ply that I abandoned Chi-
cago as a site of urban 
study.  In 2012-2103, I 
returned for data collec-
tion while simultaneously 
committing to the com-
parative study of a city 
with a very different ur-
ban form—Los Angeles.  
In particular, with Rob 
Mare at UCLA, I directed 
a follow-up of four of the 
original PHDCN cohorts 
(birth, 9, 12, and 15), in-
terviewing over 1,000 
respondents from the last 
wave of the study in 
2002, following individu-
als no matter where they 
moved in the U.S.  We 
also conducted an origi-
nal follow-up of over 
1,000 respondents from 
the second wave of the 
Los Angeles Survey of 
Families and Communi-
ties (LAFANS).   
 One set of studies 
from these follow-ups has 
examined economic mo-
bility at both the individual 
and neighborhood levels 
in Chicago and Los An-
geles. For example, in an 
issue of the Russell Sage 
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 Foundation Journal of 
the Social Sciences on 
spatial inequality (2017), 
Rob Mare, Harvard grad-
uate student Jared 
Schachner, and I ana-
lyzed the trajectories of 
six hundred Angelenos 
from 2000 to 2013 along 
with neighborhood trajec-
tories, assessing the de-
gree to which contextual 
changes in neighborhood 
income arise from neigh-
borhood-level mobility or 
individual residential mo-
bility. We reported deep 
and persistent inequality 
among both neighbor-
hoods and individuals.  In 
a paper for the Federal 
Reserve in 2016, I also 
showed that in important 
respects inequality in 
neighborhood mobility is 
greater in Los Angeles 
than Chicago, especially 
at the top of the income 
distribution.  
 Additionally, with Har-
vard Ph.D. student Kristin 
Perkins and Rob Mare, I 
analyzed changes in mid-
dle-income neighbor-
hoods (ANNALS of the 
American Academy of 
Political and Social Sci-
ence, 2015), and in an-
other paper that year 
Kristin and I examined 
acute, compounded, and 
persistent deprivation in a 
representative sample of 
our Chicago adolescents 
transitioning to young 
adulthood (Russell Sage 
Foundation Journal of the 
Social Sciences).  One of 
our goals in the RSF pa-
per was to explore com-
pounded deprivation, the 
extent to which study par-
ticipants are simultane-
ously exposed to individ-

ual and contextual forms 
of deprivation—including 
material deprivation 
(poverty) and social-
organizational deprivation 
(for example, low collec-
tive efficacy)—through 
multiple phases of the life 
course from adolescence 
up to age thirty-two. The 
results demonstrate the 
crosscutting adversities 
that were intensified by 
the Great Recession and 
the strong 
connection of 
race to per-
sistent and 
compounded 
deprivation in 
the transition 
to adulthood.  
 Finally, in 
recent years 
I have turned 
more intently 
to the physi-
cal environ-
ment, with a 
focus on lead 
toxicity as an 
overlooked 
pathway 
through 
which racial 
inequality literally gets 
into the body.  In the Du-
Bois Review: Social Sci-
ence Research on Race 
(2016), Harvard Ph.D. 
student Alix Winter and I 
began by assessing the 
racial ecology of lead ex-
posure as a form of envi-
ronmental inequity, one 
with both historical and 
contemporary signifi-
cance. Drawing on com-
prehensive data from 
over one million blood 
tests administered to Chi-
cago children from 1995-
2013 and matched to 
over 2300 geographic 

block groups, we as-
sessed an array of struc-
tural explanations for ob-
served racial disparities, 
including socioeconomic 
status, type and age of 
housing, proximity to 
freeways and smelting 
plants, and systematic 
observations of housing 
decay and neighborhood 
disorder. Our theoretical 
framework and results 
pointed to lead toxicity as 

an environ-
mental path-
way through 
which racial 
segregation 
has contribut-
ed to the leg-
acy of black 
disadvantage 
in the United 
States. In 
papers pub-
lished in the 
American 
Journal of 
Public Health 
and Criminol-
ogy in 2017 
and 2018, 
Alix and I 
took a further 

step by capitalizing on 
the follow-up of more 
than 200 infants from the 
birth cohort of PHDCN 
matched to their blood 
lead levels from around 
age 3.  Using multiple 
strategies we found a link 
between early childhood 
lead exposure and both 
adolescent health and 
delinquency.  The results 
underscore lead expo-
sure as a trigger for poi-
soned development in the 
early life course.  
 With Chris Muller 
(now at Berkeley) and 
Alix Winter, a forthcoming 

“My fascination 
with the spatial 
foundations of 

inequality and the 
neighborhood 

context of social 
life has been a 

constant across my 
entire career even 

though I have 
pursued other lines 

of inquiry.” 
 

-Robert Sampson 

article in the Annual Re-
view of Sociology sum-
marizes the contempo-
rary evidence and pre-
sents a conceptual model 
of environmental inequali-
ty over the life course to 
guide an agenda for fu-
ture research. We argue 
that lead exposure is an 
important subject for soci-
ological analysis because 
it is socially stratified and 
has important social con-
sequences, which in turn 
depend in part on chil-
dren’s social environ-
ments.  The paper con-
cludes with a call for 
deeper exchange be-
tween urban sociology, 
environmental sociology, 
and public health, and for 
more collaboration be-
tween scholars and local 
communities in the pur-
suit of independent sci-
ence for the common 
good.  As I write, the cur-
rent administration is rad-
ically denuding the EPA, 
making environmental 
inequality an even more 
pressing concern, one I 
hope CUSS members will 
take up with further schol-
arship and social action.  
 My fascination with 
the spatial foundations of 
inequality and the neigh-
borhood context of social 
life has been a constant 
across my entire career 
even though I have pur-
sued other lines of in-
quiry.  I am grateful to 
have stumbled into such 
a vibrant area of intellec-
tual engagement, and I 
look forward most of all to 
the contributions of the 
next generation of CUSS 
scholars. 
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Cycle of Segregation: 
Social Processes and 
Residential Stratifica-
tion. 2017. New York, 
NY: Russell Sage Foun-
dation. 
 
-Maria Krysan 
University of Illinois at 
Chicago. 
-Kyle Crowder 
University of Washington. 
 
 In Cycle of Segrega-
tion, sociologists Maria 
Krysan and Kyle Crowder 
examine how everyday 
social processes shape 
residential stratification. 
Past neighborhood expe-
riences, social networks, 
and daily activities all af-
fect the mobility patterns 
of different racial groups 
in ways that have ce-
mented segregation as a 
self-perpetuating cycle in 
the twenty-first century.  
Through original analyses 
of national-level surveys 
and in-depth interviews 
with residents of Chicago, 
Krysan and Crowder find 
that residential stratifica-
tion is reinforced through 
the biases and blind 
spots that individuals ex-
hibit in their searches for 
housing. People rely 
heavily on information 

from friends, family, and 
coworkers when choos-
ing where to live. Be-
cause these social net-
works tend to be racially 
homogenous, people are 
likely to receive infor-
mation primarily from 
members of their own 
racial group and move to 
neighborhoods that are 
also dominated by their 
group. Similarly, home-
seekers who report want-
ing to stay close to family 
members can end up in 
segregated destinations 
because their relatives 
live in those neighbor-
hoods. The authors sug-
gest that even absent of 
family ties, people gravi-
tate toward neighbor-
hoods that are familiar to 
them through their past 
experiences, including 
where they have previ-
ously lived and where 
they work, shop, and 
spend time. Because his-
torical segregation has 
shaped so many of these 
experiences, even these 
seemingly race-neutral 
decisions help reinforce 
the cycle of residential 
stratification. As a result, 
segregation has declined 
much more slowly than 
many social scientists 
have expected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Miracle to Mirage: 
The Making and Un-
making of the Korean 
Middle Class, 1960-
2015. 2018.  Ithaca: Cor-
nell University Press. 
 
-Myungji Yang 
University of Hawai‘i, 
Mānoa 
 
From Miracle to Mirage: 
The Making and Unmak-
ing of the Korean Middle 
Class, 1960-2015, is the 
first comprehensive study 
of the historical trajectory 
of state-sponsored mid-
dle-class formation in 
Korea over the last five 
decades. As one of the 
most successful econo-
mies in the developing 
world, Korea has estab-
lished comfortable middle
-class lifestyles as a 
norm. Yet, fewer and few-
er citizens identify them-
selves as members of the 
middle class and many 
feel that acquiring middle-
class status is more diffi-
cult. Existing scholarship 
argues that neoliberalism 
and economic restructur-
ing has adversely affect-
ed the economic position-
ing of the middle class. 
Instead, this book em-
phasizes the role of the 

state in producing pat-
terns of class structure 
and social inequality. By 
demonstrating the specu-
lative and exclusive ways 
in which the middle class 
was formed, this book 
argues that domestic poli-
tics, and particular state 
policies, have shaped the 
lived experiences and 
identities of the middle 
class. Drawing on prima-
ry archival sources and in
-depth interviews from a 
year of field research, the 
book focuses on the un-
predictable process in-
herent in the scramble for 
middle-class status in 
Korea. It vividly shows 
how many members of 
the first-generation mid-
dle class in Korea were 
able to climb the housing 
ladder and achieve up-
ward mobility, and how 
this process increased 
fragmentation within the 
middle class and social 
inequality over the long 
run. By doing so, the 
book offers a compelling 
story of the reality behind 
the myth of middle-class 
formation in Korea. Cap-
turing different moments 
of the emergence, repro-
duction, and fragmenta-
tion of the Korean middle 
class, this book traces 
the historical process 
through which the seem-
ingly successful state 
project of building a mid-
dle class society instead 
resulted in a mirage.  
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How Places Make Us: 
Novel LBQ Identities in 
Four Small Cities. 2017. 
Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 2017. 
 
-Japonica Brown-
Saracino 
Boston University 
 
 We like to think of our-
selves as possessing an 
essential self, a core 
identity that is who 
we really are, regardless 
of where we live, work, or 
play. But places actually 
make us much more than 
we might think, argues 
Japonica Brown-Saracino 
in this novel ethnographic 
study of lesbian, bisexual, 
and queer individuals in 
four small cities across 
the United States. 
 Taking us into com-
munities in Ithaca, New 
York; San Luis Obispo, 
California; Greenfield, 
Massachusetts; and Port-
land, Maine; Brown-
Saracino shows how LBQ 
migrants craft a unique 
sense of self that corre-
sponds to their new 
homes. How Places 
Make Us demonstrates 
that sexual identities are 
responsive to city ecolo-
gy. Despite the fact that 

the LBQ residents share 
many demographic and 
cultural traits, their ap-
proaches to sexual identi-
ty politics and to ties with 
other LBQ individuals and 
heterosexual residents 
vary markedly by where 
they live. Subtly distinct 
local ecologies shape 
what it feels like to be a 
sexual minority, including 
the degree to which one 
feels accepted, how 
many other LBQ individu-
als one encounters in 
daily life, and how often a 
city declares its embrace 
of difference. In short, city 
ecology shapes how 
one “does” LBQ in 
a specific place. Ultimate-
ly, Brown-Saracino 
shows that there isn’t one 
general way of approach-
ing sexual identity be-
cause humans are not 
only social but fundamen-
tally local creatures. Even 
in a globalized world, 
the most personal of 
questions—who am I?—
is in fact answered collec-
tively by the city in which 
we live.   

Places in Need: The 

Changing Geography of 

Poverty 2017. New 

York: Russell Sage 

Foundation Press. 

 

Scott W. Allard 

University of Washington 

 

 Places in Need traces 

the changing geography 

of poverty in metropolitan 

America over the past 

three decades. Contrary 

to popular perceptions, 

there are more poor peo-

ple in the suburbs of 

American cities than in 

cities themselves. The 

number of poor people 

living in suburbs has 

more than doubled over 

the last 25 years, with 

little attention from either 

academics or policymak-

ers. The increase in sub-

urban poverty, however, 

has not corresponded 

with a decrease in urban 

poverty. Using census 

data, Places in Need con-

siders how changes in 

labor market opportunity 

have led to rising poverty 

outside of cities. Census 

data also show that poor 

suburban households 

resemble their urban 

counterparts in terms of 

labor force participation, 

family structure, and edu-

cational attainment.  

 Apart from examining 

the changing geography 

of poverty, Places in 

Need considers how the 

antipoverty safety net are 

responds to rising poverty 

across urban and subur-

ban America. The book 

analyzes administrative 

data from safety net pro-

grams nationally and in-

terviews with nonprofit 

leaders in the Chicago, 

Los Angeles, and Wash-

ington, D.C. metropolitan 

areas, to develop a better 

understanding of the 

gaps and vulnerabilities 

in local safety nets. Par-

ticularly important is evi-

dence that social service 

programs—which provide 

billions of dollars in criti-

cal assistance and sup-

port services to low-

income households—are 

not well-matched to the 

geography of need. The 

book concludes with a 

discussion of how gov-

ernment and charitable 

philanthropy can take 

steps to strengthen local 

safety nets. 
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The Politics of Local 

Government: Govern-

ing in Small Towns and 

Suburbia. 2017. Lan-

tham, MD: Lexington.  

 

-Barry E. Truchil 

Rider University 

 

 Combining scholarly 

literature with elected 

experience at the local 

governmental level, Barry 

E. Truchil addresses the 

inner workings and poli-

tics of local government 

in small town and subur-

ban settings in The Poli-

tics of Local Government. 

This book explores is-

sues involving develop-

ment and implementation 

of budgets, regulation, 

and control of develop-

ment (including conver-

sion of open space to 

housing and business 

buildings), as well as the 

initiation of progressive 

changes such as the use 

of green energy and con-

trol of corruption. Given 

the limited available re-

search in this area, this 

book fills a void for schol-

ars in the field, under-

graduate and graduate 

students as well as those 

interested in the politics 

of local government. 

Sites Unseen: Uncover-
ing Hidden Hazards in 
American Cities. 2018. 
New York: Russell Sage 
Foundation.  
 
-Scott Frickel 
Brown University 
-James R. Elliott 
Rice University 
 
 From a dive bar in 
New Orleans to a leafy 
residential street in Min-
neapolis, many establish-
ments and homes in cit-
ies across the nation 
share a troubling and 
largely invisible past: they 
were once sites of indus-
trial manufacturers that 
likely left behind carcino-
gens and other hazard-
ous industrial byproducts. 
In Sites Unseen, sociolo-
gists Scott Frickel and 
James R. Elliott uncover 
the hidden histories of 
these sites to show how 
they are regularly pro-
duced and reincorporated 
into urban landscapes 
with limited or no regula-
tory oversight. By reveal-
ing this legacy of our in-
dustrial past, Sites Un-
seen spotlights how city-
making has become an 
ongoing process of social 
and environmental trans-
formation and risk con-

tainment. 
 To demonstrate these 
dynamics, Frickel and 
Elliott investigate four 
very different cities—New 
Orleans, Minneapolis, 
Philadelphia, and Port-
land, Oregon. Using origi-
nal data assembled and 
mapped for thousands of 
former manufacturers’ 
locations dating back to 
the 1950s, they find that 
more than 90 percent of 
such sites have now con-
verted to urban amenities 
such as parks, homes, 
and storefronts with al-
most no environmental 
review. And because 
manufacturers tend to 
open plants on new, non-
industrial lots, associated 
hazards continue to 
spread relatively unabat-
ed. As they do, residen-
tial turnover driven by 
gentrification and the ris-
ing costs of urban living 
further obscure these 
sites from residents and 
regulatory agencies alike. 
 A wide-ranging syn-
thesis of urban and envi-
ronmental scholarship, 
Sites Unseen shows that 
creating sustainable cities 
requires deep engage-
ment with industrial histo-
ry as well as social and 
regulatory processes that 
continue to remake urban 
areas through time. 
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●“Connected seniors: 
how older adults in East 
York exchange social 
support online and of-
fline.” Information, Com-
munication & Society. 
Published online: 11 Apr 
2017. Download citation  
 https://doi.org/10.1080/ 
1369118X.2017.1305428 
 
-Anabel Quan-Haase 
-Guang Ying Mo 
-Barry Wellman 
University of Toronto 
 
 How do older adults 
mobilize social support, 
with and without digital 
media? To investigate 
this, we focus on older 
adults 65+ residing in the 
Toronto locality of East 
York, using 42 interviews 
lasting about 90  
minutes done in 2013–
2014. We find that digital 
media help in mobilizing 
social support as well as 
maintaining and strength-
ening existing relation-
ships with geographically 
near and distant contacts. 
This is especially im-
portant for those individu-
als (and their network 
members) who have lim-
ited mobility. Once older 
adults start using digital 
media, they become rou-
tinely incorporated into 
their lives, used in con-
junction with the tele-
phone to maintain exist-
ing relationships but not 
to develop new  
ones. Contradicting fears 
that digital media are in-
adequate for meaningful 
relational contact, we 
found that these older 
adults considered social 
support exchanged via 
digital media to be real 

support that cannot be 
dismissed as token. Old-
er adults especially used 
and valued digital media 
for companionship. They 
also used them for coor-
dination, maintaining ties, 
and casual conversa-
tions. Email was used 
more with friends than 
relatives; some Skype 
was used with close fami-
ly ties. Our research sug-
gests that policy efforts 
need to emphasize the 
strengthening of existing 
networks rather than the 
establishment of interven-
tions that are outside of 
older adults’ existing ties. 
Our findings also show 
that learning how to mas-
ter technology is in itself 
a form of social support 
that provides opportuni-
ties to strengthen the net-
works of older adults. 
 
●"Explicating Divided Ap-
proaches to Gentrification 
and Growing Income Ine-
quality." Annual Review 
of Sociology 43 (2017): 
515-539. 
 
- Japonica Brown-
Saracino 
Boston University 
 
 Contemporary sociol-
ogy offers competing im-
ages of the breadth and 
consequences of gentrifi-
cation. One subset pre-
sents gentrification as a 
nearly unstoppable force 
that plays a prominent 
role in the spatial reor-
ganization of urban life; 
another presents it as 
less monolithic and less 
momentous for marginal-
ized residents, particular-
ly racial minorities. Alt-
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hough neither camp is 
methodologically homog-
enous, more qualitative 
scholars, typically relying 
on micro-level analyses 
of individual neighbor-
hoods, tend to present 
gentrification as increas-
ingly endemic, advanced, 
and consequential, 
whereas more quantita-
tive scholars, typically 
relying on macro anal-
yses, tend to present it in 
less dire terms. These 
competing images of 
gentrification originate in 
the fact that each subset 
of research asks different 
questions, employs dis-
tinct methods, and pro-
duces particular answers. 
Exacerbating and partial-
ly driving these diver-
gences are different re-
sponses to an anxiety 
within and beyond the 
academy about broader 
spatial and economic 
shifts, such as growing 
income inequality. 
 
● “This is an Italian 
Church with a Large His-
panic Population: Factors 
and Strategies in White 
Ethno-Religious Place 
Making.” City & Commu-
nity 16(4): 399-420, 
(December 2017).  
 
-Juan R. Martinez 
Harold of Washington 
College (City Colleges of 
Chicago) 
 
 The paper examines 
how a group of white eth-
nic, and mostly Italian 
American Catholics, par-
ticipate in ethno-religious 
place making in a pre-
dominately Latino church. 
In light of a growing num-

ber of Latino parishion-
ers, white ethnic church 
members engage in 
place making activities to 
ascribe a white ethno-
religious identity to place. 
Drawing on participant 
observations, interviews, 
and archival documents, 
he examines the impetus 
behind, and strategies 
used, in making ethno-
religious place. He finds 
that place attachment 
and group threat drive 
white ethnics to engage 
in place making. They do 
so by employing strate-
gies of place making, 
place marking, and place 
marketing. The findings 
point to the importance of 
using place as a focal 
point of social analysis 
and understanding how 
people make place.   
 
● “The Impact of Child-
hood Neighborhood Dis-
advantage on Adult Job-
lessness and Income.” 
2018. Social Science Re-
search 70:1-17 
 
-Steven Elías Alvarado 
Cornell University 
 
 Empirical evidence on 
whether youth neighbor-
hoods have a lasting im-
pact on adult economic 
outcomes at the national 
level is scarce. This study 
uses 26 years (14 waves) 
of restricted panel data 
from the NLSY79 and the 
NLSY Children and 
Young Adults cohorts – 
data that have never 
been used to analyze 
long-term neighborhood 
effects – to examine 
whether youth neighbor 
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Where Bad Jobs Are 
Better: Retail Jobs 
Across Countries and 
Companies. 2017.  New 
York: Russell Sage 
Foundation. 
 
-Françoise Carré 
University of  
Massachusetts Boston 
-Chris Tilly 
University of California 
Los Angeles 
 
 In Where Bad Jobs 
Are Better, Françoise 
Carré and Chris Tilly in-

vestigate retail work 
across different sub-
sectors and seven coun-
tries to demonstrate that 
better retail jobs are not 
just possible but already 
exist. They document the 
numerous problems with 
US retail jobs, but also 
show that US companies 
organize the same work 
differently, as do retail 
employers in six Europe-
an countries and Mexi-
co—and that these differ-
ences in many cases 
lead to better jobs. The 
authors show that dispari-
ties in job quality are 
largely the result of differ-
ing social norms and na-
tional institutions. By 
carefully analyzing the 
factors that lead to more 
desirable retail jobs, 
Where Bad Jobs Are Bet-
ter charts a path to im-
proving job quality for all 
low-wage jobs. 
 

Forced Out: Race, Mar-
ket, and Neighborhood 
Dynamics of Evictions. 
2017. 
 
-Timothy A. Thomas 
Department of Sociology, 
University of Washington 
 
Advisors: Kyle Crowder 
(chair), Stewart Tolnay, & 
Nathalie Williams 
 
 This dissertation ex-
amines individual and 
neighborhood-level dy-
namics related to evic-
tions in Seattle and King 

County, Washington. 
Drawing from over 5,000 
geocoded unlawful de-
tainer court records—
legally enforced evic-
tions—I argue that evic-
tions reinforce racial ine-
quality and can be partial-
ly predicted using local, 
and extra-local, neighbor-
hood socio-demographic 
and housing market char-
acteristics. Using Bayesi-
an demographic estima-
tion on names and loca-
tions of defendants, I find 
that black households are 
evicted up to five times 

more than white-
households. Using neigh-
borhood-level analysis, I 
find that areas with rela-
tively affordable rent, 
higher racial diversity, 
poverty, and housing de-
mand predict higher evic-
tion rates. However, 
when controlling for near-
by neighborhood charac-
teristics, these local ef-
fects diminish. Neighbor-
hoods situated near lower
-poverty, slightly more 
affordable, and diverse 
spaces have a higher 
expected rate of eviction. 

This suggests that nearby 
gentrification might trig-
ger more evictions in the 
local area. Finally, neigh-
borhoods that saw in-
creases in black and Lati-
no households between 
2000 and 2013 see high-
er rates of eviction. In-
creases in education and 
new movers helps protect 
against eviction. This 
study highlights how evic-
tions are related to place-
based racial and eco-
nomic inequality and are 
shaped by the local politi-
cal economy, segrega-
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hood disadvantage im-
pacts adult economic out-
comes through sensitive 
years in childhood, teen 
socialization, duration 
effects, or cumulative 
effects. Sibling fixed ef-
fects models that net out 
unobserved effects of 
shared family characteris-
tics suggest that youth 
neighborhood disad-
vantage increases job-
lessness and reduces 
income in adulthood. 
However, exposure 
across specific develop-

mental stages of youth 
does not appear to act as 
a significant moderator 
while sustained exposure 
yields pernicious effects 
on adult economic out-
comes. Moreover, these 
results are robust to alter-
native variable specifica-
tions and cousin fixed 
effects that net out poten-
tially unobserved con-
founders such as the in-
heritance of neighbor-
hood disadvantage 
across three generations. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
Hilary Silver, Brown University, is part of a new Fo-
rum in Boston Review on "Cities on a Hill?" http://boston  
review.net/forum/quinton-mayne-cities-on-a-hill# 
Other authors include: Quinton Mayne, Richard Florida, 
Richard Schragger, Amy Liu and Nathan Arnosti, and 
Clarence Stone. 

http://bostonreview.net/forum/quinton-mayne-cities-on-a-hill
http://bostonreview.net/forum/quinton-mayne-cities-on-a-hill
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ASA 2018 Ph i lade lph ia  

Call for Papers 
The Journal of Gang Research 

 
 The Journal of Gang Research is an interdisciplinary journal, now in its 25th year as a 
professional quarterly publication, and it is the official publication of the National Gang 
Crime Research Center (NGCRC). It is a peer-reviewed quarterly professional journal 
and the editors are well-known gang researchers or gang experts. It is abstracted in a 
number of different social sciences, including but not limited to: Sociological Abstracts 
(American Sociological Association), Psychological Abstracts (American Psychological 
Association), Criminal Justice Abstracts, National Criminal Justice Reference Service, 
and others. 
 For over twenty years, the Journal of Gang Research has published original 
quantitative and qualitative criminological research dealing with gangs and gang 
problems. These publications have included a wide range of topical areas including 
theory, qualitative and quantitative research, and useful policy analysis related to gangs 
and gang problems. A list of the articles previously published in the Journal of Gang 
Research (along with other information) is published at the NGCRC website: 
www.ngcrc.com/ngcrc.page2.htm 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS 
We are inviting submissions of original research on gangs, gang members, gang 
problems, gang crime patterns, gang prevention, and gang social policy issues. 
Authors should submit four (4) copies of the paper in ASA or APA format to: George W. 
Knox, Ph.D., Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Gang Research, National Gang Crime Research 
Center, Post Office Box 990, Peotone, IL 60468l-0990. 


